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SERMON I. 

THE TEMPTATION OF CHRIST. 

(SHROVE TUESDAY.) 



St. Luke, iv, 1, 2. 

And Jesus, being full of the Holy Ghost, returned 
from Jordan, and was led by the Spirit into the 
unlderness, being forty days tempted of the devil. 

As we are to enter to-morrow on the i^ason 
of Lent,— that season during which the 
Church desires to prepare her children, by 
wholesome discipline, and devout medita- 
tion, for their annual pilgrimage to Geth- 
semane and Calvary, — ^it seems well that 
we should direct your attention to some 
subject appropriate to the occasion. And 
none, perhaps, can be more appropriate 
than that presented by the words of our 
text. Forty days have been specially set 
apart for fasting and humiliation, because 
forty days were spent by our Lord in the 
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Z THE TEMPTATION 

wilderness, — and that, too, in fasting, ere 
He entered on His great conflict with Sa- 
tan. Hence the subject of the temptation 
of Christ is distinctly pointed out to us as 
belonging to the season ; and it is one, too, 
which, though it may present more than 
ordinary difficulties, can hardly fail to 
furnish matter as interesting as instruct- 
ive. For it is of great moment, that we 
be certified that our Lord, according to 
the assertion of St. Paul, was "in all 
points' tempted like as we are, yet with- 
out sin". But then it is very difficult to 
tmderstand how this could be, — how 
there could have been the liability to the 
being tempted, where there was not the 
possibility of sinning. Yet it is quite 
essential to our comfort, that we be 
equally clear upon both facts, — ^upon the 
fact, that Christ was absolutely sinless ; 
upon the fact, that He '' suffered, being 
tempted". If you throw doubt on the 
sinlessness of the Mediator, you, of course, 
throw suspicion on the whole work of 
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Mediation ; for no being but One, Who 
was '' holy, harmless, iindefiled, and sepa- 
rate from sinners", could have presented 
unto God an expiatory offering. But, on 
the other hand, unless you suppose Christ 
to have been accessible to temptation, — 
unless you suppose that He might be 
assailed, even as we ourselves are, by the 
tempter, — ^you take away from Him the 
power of sympathy ; He " cannot be 
touched with the feeling of our infirmi- 
ties", unless He have undergone trials 
very similar to our own. 

But before we consider more in detail 
the several points thus suggested, there 
are two or three things in our text well 
deserving attention. The time is remark- 
able: it was immediately after His bap- 
tism that our Lord was called on to 
encounter the tempter. You read, in 
the preceding chapter, that, so soon as 
Jesus ascended from the water in which 
He had been baptized by John, " the 
Heaven was opened", *' and the Holy 
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Ghost descended in a bodily shape like 
a dove upon Him, and a voice came 
from Heaven, which said. Thou art My 
Beloved Son ; in Thee I am well pleased". 
No sooner was this solemn inauguration 
completed, and this noble attestation 
given, than the season of fearful trial 
commences. In place of manifesting 
Himself at once as Messiah, and claim- 
ing the homage of His countrymen, 
Christ is '' led up into the wilderness to 
be tempted of the devil". Learn from 
this, my brethren, that great privileges 
are designed to prepare for great trials. 
It ordinarily happens, that when a Chris- 
tian, like his Master, has seen Heaven 
opened, he is brought, like his Master, 
into special danger and difficulty. If 
ever you feel that God is manifesting 
Himself, in an extraordinary manner, to 
the soul, expect a time of extraordinary 
temptation. God gives His grace to be 
used: if He increase the measure, it is 
because you are entering on scenes where 
the greater will be needed. 
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But the time is not the only remarkable 
thing, — observe the assertion, that Jesus 
was ''led by the Spirit into the wilder- 
ness". The Spirit, which had just de- 
scended upon Christ, and which seems to 
have acted upon Him as man, even as it 
does on every one of His followers, moved 
Him to the going up into the wilderness, 
for the .very purpose of encountering the 
devU. This deserves the closest atten- 
tion. Christ actually sought the conflict ; 
Christ ^Vho, afterwards, when deUvering 
a prayer for the use of His disciples, 
,made this one of its petitions, " Lead us 
not into temptation". There must, then, 
be a very wide difference between our 
Lord and any one of his followers. 
Our Lord went voluntarily into tempta- 
tion ; but His direction to us, as to His 
Apostles in the garden, is, " Watch and 
pray, that ye enter not into temptation". 
It may safely be said, that no finite 
being could voluntarily expose himself to 
temptation, and not be overcome. The 
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duty of a finite being, whether angel or 
man, is to avoid temptation, — ^never to 
meet it of his own accord, — ^but to shun, 
with all diligence, whatever may endanger 
his allegiance to God. So that, in fact, 
there is a violation of duty in the vo- 
luntary exposure: the being would sin, 
in the very act of entering into tempta- 
tion ; and what commenced in one sin, 
would be almost sure to conclude in a 
greater. The being, who may expose 
himself voluntarily to temptation, must 
be a being who has absolute command 
of himself; and this can be true of no 
finite being, though undoubtedly true of 
such a being as Christ. Observe, then, 
the incidental proof of our Lord's Di- 
vinity: if Christ might do that which 
He forbade any mere man to do, it must 
have been because He was not a mere 
man, but the Son of God in the highest 
possible sense. 

There is one thing more in the text 
worth noting, — the place into which 
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Christ was led, — He was led " into the 
wilderness". It is as though He was 
willing to give the enemy every advan- 
tage, — He met him in a wild rugged 
place, — not, as our first parents, in a 
delicious garden, where everything was 
calculated to strengthen them for re- 
sistance, but in a howling waste, where 
everything conspired to weaken and dis- 
may. Yes, this champion of shrinking 
and discomfited thousands, went out alone 
to meet the Goliath who had " defied the 
armies of the Living God" ; and that the 
victory might be the more striking, — ^that 
we might never doubt His superiority to 
our inveterate adversary, — ^He took the 
wilderness for the field of battle, and 
foiled Satan, where Satan had all on his 
side. 

Now we wish you to bear in mind these 
several points, as we proceed with our 
discourse, particularly the voluntariness of 
Christ in encountering the devil: they 
may help to throw light on the more 
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obscure topics which must afterwards be 
handled. Let us now briefly review the 
narrative of the temptation of Christ ; 
and then let us see whether it do not 
prove that, though perfectly holy, he was 
tempted in aU points even as we are our- 
selves; and that therefore, having suf- 
fered, being tempted, " He is able to 
succour them that are tempted". 

Now we can hardly doubt, that, al- 
though nothing is related of the forty 
days during which our Lord fasted — ^for 
it is at the close of those days that the 
registered temptation begins — Satan was 
a tempter throughout the whole period. 
And yet, the devil must have known that 
Christ was God : evil spirits were among 
the first to confess His Divinity. Did, 
then, the devil hope to overcome God? 
This is not to be supposed : Satan is too 
wise not to know his own weakness. But 
Christ was man as well as God. And 
Satan may have computed, that, although 
as God, Christ was infinitely beyond his 
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assault, as man He might not be invin- 
cible. He had overthrown the first Adam 
in Paradise — ^might he not prevail against 
the second in the wilderness ? The case 
did not necessarily seem hopeless. And 
Satan may have thought, and that too 
with perfect truth, that, if he could cause 
the man Christ Jesus to sin, even in the 
minutest particular, he should put as 
effectual an arrest on the Redemption of 
our race, as if he could meet God in battle, 
and vanquish the Omnipotent. Hence, in 
tempting the Mediator, the devil was 
making a bold, but not apparently hope- 
less, attempt, to frustrate the Divine plan 
for the rescue of mankind. And we may 
be sure, therefore, that the devil was not 
idle at any part of that time during 
which the Saviour exposed Himself to 
his assaults, though he may have reserved 
his chief attacks to the close, when Christ 
was likely to have been weakened through 
watching and fasting. Then he came 
upon Him with the three great tempta- 
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tions which the Evangelist has recorded ; 
and from examining which, we may readily 
learn, that our Lord was indeed literally 
" tempted in all points like as we are". 

For you may gather, from what is said 
by St. John in his first Epistle, that all 
sin, to which men may be tempted, is 
comprised under these three definitions — 
the lust of the fiesh, the lust of the eye, 
and the pride of life. If, therefore, it 
shall appear that Christ was tempted to 
commit sin under each of these divisions, 
it will necessarily follow that His tempta- 
tions corresponded exactly with our own. 
For it is worth your observing, that the 
very first temptation of man involved 
these three principles of evil enumerated 
by St. John. There was " the lust of the 
flesh" — ^for the woman saw that " the tree 
was good for food". There was '' the lust 
of the eye" — ^for she saw also, we are told, 
that " the tree was pleasant to the eyes". 
There was, lastly, " the pride of life" — 
for she saw that the tree was " to be 
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desired to make one wise". Hence, from 
the very beginning, three principles of 
evil have entered into the constitution of 
human temptation; and under one or 
another of these principles may each 
separate iniquity be easily classed. If, 
then, the second Adam was tempted 
through each of these principles, he was 
tempted, in all points, like the first, and 
like any one of his guilty descendants. 
Turn, then, to the Scriptural account of 
Christ's temptation in the wilderness. 
Partaking in aU the innocent infirmities 
of our nature, the Redeemer, we are 
told, '' hungered"; and Satan immediately 
tempts him to gratify " the lust of the 
flesh". '' Command that these stones be 
made bread." Whatever may have been 
the special sin which Christ would have 
committed by compliance, it is too evident 
to need proof, that the ground- work of 
temptation was, in this case, " the lust of 
the flesh." Foiled in his first attempt, the 
devil next set Christ on a pinnacle of the 
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Temple, and said to Him : " If thou be 
the Son of God, cast thyself down." Here 
our Lord was tempted to an act of osten- 
tatious presumption. For the Jews seem 
to have literally interpreted those words 
of Malachi : " The Lord, whom ye seek, 
shall suddenly come to his Temple"; and 
probably, therefore, the temptation to 
Christ was, that He should encourage 
their false notions of a Messiah, so flatter- 
ing to human vanity, and, by throwing 
himself from the battlement, claim the 
homage of the multitudes who were assem- 
bled in the courts of the Temple. At all 
events, either an ostentatious display in 
the sight of others, or an ostentatious 
demand of protection for liimself, was 
certainly the sin to which Christ was 
tempted : in other words. He was tempted 
to vanity, and therefore to the gratifica- 
tion of the " lust of the eye". And now 
when the devil conveyed, or accompanied, 
Christ to the top of an exceeding high 
mountain, and, shewing unto Him the 
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splendid panorama of territory and pro- 
vince, extending on aU sides far as the 
vision could embrace, caused probably, 
in addition, the pictures of distant and gor- 
geous empires to present themselves vividly 
to the Saviour's mind, — and then, probably, 
arrogating to himself right over the whole, 
oflFered to instal the Redeemer at once in 
its sovereignty, — was not our Blessed 
Saviour tempted through the third prin- 
ciple of evil, even through " the pride 
of life"! In the second temptation, He 
was moved to indulge vanity. But the 
third temptation advances beyond vanity, 
beyond " the lust of the eve", and grounds 
itself on that ambition, which aspiring 
men count so nearly a virtue that they 
refuse to call it a vice ; and Christ is 
solicited to become the sovereign of the 
whole world, gathering under one empire 
the far-spreading nations, and putting to 
shame all former dominion. Here truly 
" the pride of life" was wrought on by such 
instrumentality as the devil perhaps never 
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applied in assaulting any other man ; and 
the third temptation corresponds so ac- 
curately to the third principle of evil, 
that none of you can fail to discern the 
connexion. And now, if, as we have 
endeavoured to shew you, it be true that 
our Blessed Redeemer was indeed tempted 
through " the lust of the flesh", " the lust 
of the eye", and " the pride of life"; and 
if we have the authority of an Apostle for 
asserting that every temptation to which 
we can be subjected, makes one or other 
of these three principles its basis, have we 
not authority for affirming that Satan 
assaulted Christ in the very modes, and 
through the very channels, which he em- 
ploys in assaulting ourselves ? Yea, may 
we not declare that it was for the express 
purpose of being " tempted in all points 
like as we are", that Jesus, according to 
the statement of our text, " was led up of 
the Spirit to be tempted of the devil" I 

But here we are met by the important 
and difficult question, whether what Christ 
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suffered, when thus tempted, qualified Him 
to sympathize with ourselves, when simi- 
larly tried] You will readily see, that, 
though Christ was perfectly holy, He was 
capable of being tempted — ^in other words, 
that the fact of His being tempted is no- 
ways at variance with the fact of His holi- 
ness. Our first parents, whilst still in 
their innocence, were capable of being 
tempted ; and had they stedfastly resisted 
the tempter, they would have been as holy 
after, as they had been before, the onset 
of temptation. But, allowing that a per- 
fectly holy being may be tempted without 
injury to his holiness, could he be so 
tempted as to know, by experience, what 
we ourselves have to endure in being 
tempted? Could he, in other words, so 
suffer as to be able to sympathize I If, as 
St. Paul declares, Christ was " tempted 
in all points like as we are", how, you may 
ask, can this be true, unless, like our- 
selves, He had been prone to sin, pos- 
sessed of those corrupt inclinations against 
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which our chief battle lies? But then, 
you must remember that, after saying of 
Christ, " tempted in all points like as we 
are", the Apostle adds, " yet without sin" ; 
this shews an immeasurable difference be- 
tween Christ and ourselves; for we are 
very seldom tempted " without sin" ; see- 
ing that, in our case, temptation ordinarily 
springs from within, or is supported from 
within ; and therefore we ordinarily sin in 
being tempted, whether or not we resist 
the temptation. And if Christ was tempted, 
but without sin, then, you may think, His 
temptation must have so differed from our 
own, that, after all. He is not a high 
priest, who " can be touched with the 
feeling of our infirmities". Yes, yes, he 
is ; consider a little, you will see that a 
holy being, with none of our sinful pro- 
pensities, but with all our innocent in- 
firmities, might be so assailed by tempta- 
tion, and so suffer from the assault, as to 
acquire a fellow-feeling with those who 
are stiU engaged in the conflict with evil. 
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In the first place, you should observe, that 
not only is a holy being capable of being 
tempted ; but his very holiness will give 
the temptation a power of affiicting him, 
which it would not have had over one 
naturally sinful. As a man advances in 
holiness, as the process of sanctification 
goes on within his breast, does not sin 
appear to him more and more odious] 
Is not the enormity of transgression dis- 
cerned with increased acuteness and ab- 
horrence, so that each step towards 
Christian perfection is marked by such 
a heightened sense of the hatefulness of 
disobedience, that to " grow in grace" is 
literally to grow in detestation of every 
form and degree of iniquity! And if 
this be true, is it not evident, that, the 
holier a being is, the more intensely will 
he suffer from temptation ? We are apt 
to judge, — though no standard could be 
more deceptive, — of the suffering produced 
by temptation, by the difficulty experienced 
in resisting it. Whereas we suppose, that, 

c 
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where the danger of yielding is less, 
the pain endured is greater ; for he who 
hates sin most, will be the most grieved 
at being solicited to commit it, though 
the least likely to proceed to the actual 
commission. You cannot, then, have any 
diflSiculty in understanding how Christ 
Jesus, though actually without sin, might 
not only be liable to temptation, but 
might also suffer most acutely from the 
being tempted. We do not say that He 
suffered from the struggle of resisting 
sin, — this would be blasphemous ; for it 
would be ascribing to Him some ten- 
dency to the committing of sin, — ^but we 
may, and we do, say, that He must have 
suffered, and that, too, inconceivably, from 
the intenseness with which He hated sin. 
The shock of temptation must have 
arisen from the clashing between what 
was sinful without, and what was sinless 
within. There was in Jesus the most 
ardent zeal for the glory of the Father, 
and a love not to be measured towards 
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rebellious man, and a loftiness of piety 
which removed Him far away from any 
attachments which savoured of earth. 
Tell us, then, whether His whole lifetime 
must not have been a scene of violence 
done to these glorious properties! whether 
it must not have been a keen, and bitter, 
and burning thing, that He, who was 
infinitely pure, should have encountered 
the loathsome suggestions of wickedness, 
— that He should have been required to 
keep His compassions fixed, whilst there 
was the basest ingratitude to alienate 
them, and His confidence in God un- 
shaken, when an avrful eclipse had passed 
over the light of His countenance ? Is it 
only sinful flesh which can suffer ? Is it 
only an impure spirit ? Rather, will not 
suffiering be proportioned to sensitiveness, 
and will not sensitiveness keep pace with 
holiness ? 

Yes, I hear you reply, this is all very 
well ; no doubt Christ suffered greatly in 
being tempted; but He did not, holy as He 
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was, — He could not, — suffer just what we, 
sinful creature^, suffer. Christ, tempted 
from without, had no feeling within which 
urged to compliance ; whereas, when we 
are tempted, our own lusts are often 
the principals, — always auxiliaries in the 
temptation, — and therefore our chief diffi- 
culty will always be in mortifying nature, 
and our chief pain arise from crucifying 
the flesh. Undoubtedly there is this differ- 
ence, this great difference, between what 
Christ suffered, through being tempted, 
and what we ourselves suffer: but now 
tell me, is it a difference which disables 
Christ from sympathizing with us ? It is 
a common notion, but fully as wrong as 
common, that a being must have suf- 
fered precisely what we ourselves have to 
suffer, before he can have sympathy with 
us in our sufferings. "What ! cannot you 
feel for and with a fellow-man writhing 
in pain, though you have never had the 
disease by which he is tormented? I 
admit that you must have had some ex- 
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perience of pain ; but you need not have 
ever felt precisely the same pain. Feel- 
ing what another feels, will not neces- 
sarily make you sympathetic ; if it did, 
hell would be full of sympathy, whereas 
it is fuU of hatred: each experiences 
the misery of every other, and yet there 
is no pity, — ^no compassion. Oh no, my 
brethren, the reverse of the popular opi- 
nion is the truth, — absolute purity is 
essential to perfect sympathy. Sin deadens 
all the feelings ; it does not quicken them ; 
and it is just because our Saviour was 
incapable of sinning, that His having 
been tempted fits Him to " succour them 
that are tempted". The sinless can sym- 
pathize with the sinful. To sympathize 
with a warrior, I must myself have been 
in battle : but it is not needful that the 
foe whom he meets should be the very 
one with whom I myself had to wrestle. 
It cannot be said that there can be no 
sympathy, unless the desires to be re- 
pressed, or the inclinations to be over- 
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come, are identically the same. As well 
might it be said, that, to know what 
thirst is, a man must have been a reveller 
at a banquet, and that it is not enough 
to have been a wanderer in the desert. 
As well might it be said, that, to 
know what music is, a man must have 
been familiar with discord, and that it is 
not enough to have had the ear always 
open to melody. Oh, it is true, gloriously 
true, of the Mediator, that, though He 
could not sin, — ^for the Divinity of His 
Person placed Him at an infinite distance 
from all moral pollution, — He could so 
bring Himself into the circumstances of 
the tempted, as to learn, from His own 
feelings, precisely what succours they 
need ; and we can look upon Him, when 
going up to be tempted in the wilder- 
ness, not only as ascending to defy and 
defeat the great adversary of God and of 
man, but as about to learn how to feel for 
the very meanest, and to aid the very 
weakest, of His flock. We have shown 
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you that there was , actual, yea, acute, 
inconceivable suflfering, caused to Christ 
Jesus by temptation. And this is suffi- 
cient to qualify Him to sympathize. He 
knows by experience what it is to be 
tempted; and nothing more is required 
to give Him fellow-feeling with His peo- 
ple, when under temptation. Thus, with- 
out the least infringement of that, to in- 
fringe which is to undermine the whole 
Christian system, — namely, the perfect 
sinlessness of Christ, His infinite distance 
from all moral pollution, we may contend 
that Christ was actually tempted, that 
He actually suffered in being tempted, 
and that this suffering fitted Him to 
sympathize with His followers. We be- 
hold Him, then, as He goes up to the 
wilderness, — and we feel that He goes up 
as our champion and our friend, not only 
to do battle with the enemy, but to learn 
how to succour us when ourselves en- 
gaged in conflict. We rejoice, not only 
when we see Him ascending from the 
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waters of baptism, . amid undeniable evi- 
dence that He is the well-beloved Son of 
the Father ; not only when we see Him 
offering Himself as a sacrifice, and thereby 
reconciling the whole world to God ; we 
rejoice that He threw Himself into the 
way of temptation, — that He allowed 
Himself to be tempted, — and thus learnt 
experimentally the power and malice of 
Satan, 'as brought to bear upon man, 
— ^yea, we rejoice that, amongst other 
records of what our Lord did and en- 
dured upon earth, there should be this of 
our text, — " He was led by the Spirit into 
the wilderness, being forty days tempted 
of the devH". 

Now we have thus endeavoured to 
handle, with as much plainness as its 
confessed difiiculties would admit, a sub- 
ject interesting at all times, but more 
especially at this season of the ecclesias- 
tical year. We lose the comfort which 
we were intended to derive from the Gos- 
pel, by thinking too exclusively on the 
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death of our Redeemer, and compara- 
tively forgetting that He " ever liveth to 
make intercession". A dying Saviour is 
an illustrious object of contemplation ; 
but we must turn the eye on a living 
Saviour, if we would know the glories 
even of the cross. Our rejoicing should 
be, that within the veil — ^far indeed from 
sight, but clearly discernible by faith — 
there is an Advocate to plead our cause ; 
one whose sufferings have given Him 
both the right to succour, and the ability 
to sympathize. Tempted from without, 
and alas, yet more from within, we can 
hope to escape danger, to overcome ene- 
mies, and to enter into rest, only through 
the receiving, in our several trials, such 
assistance as their nature and extent may 
prescribe. And to this end we must be 
certified, that He, in whom we trust, can 
rightly estimate our wants, and fully fur- 
nish their supply. And certified of this 
we may indeed be, if mindful that our 
Mediator, He before whom, as an ever- 
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living, ever- vigilant, friend, we are privi- 
leged to spread our necessities, is God, 
with all His resources at His disposal; 
and nevertheless man, with a man's heart, 
and the memory of a man's sorrows. That 
onr Lord " suffered, being tempted" — we 
cannot let go this truth, and yet keep 
hold on the hope of salvation, any more 
than if we deny or forget that He is " from 
everlasting to everlasting", " the bright- 
ness of the Father's glory, and the express 
image of His person". 

As we pass through the season of Lent, 
let us be much with Christ in his conflicts 
with Satan, that we may both learn to 
expect fresh temptations ourselves, and 
gather fresh assurance that we have an 
High Priest, who can be " touched with 
the feeling of our infirmities". Let us 
strive, moreover, to make the season 
one of contrition and humiliation. The 
Church, in her Service for Ash- Wednes- 
day, calls upon us to lament the loss, and 
wish the restitution, of that wholesome 
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discipline, which, partly the abuses of 
some later ages, partly the degeneracy of 
the present, have rendered impracticable. 
At the least, we may say to you, in the 
words of Dean Stanhope : " The chastising 
ourselves is always in our power, and 
ought to be so much the more in practice, 
as the decay of public and judicial chas- 
tisement has left us more in our own 
hands." It is true that the Scriptures 
contain no express command that we 
should fast ; so that fasting is not to be 
reckoned a duty in the same sense as 
is prayer. Yet, inasmuch as fasting may 
be instrumental to the subduing the lusts 
of the flesh, or removing hindrances to 
religion, it has in all ages been recom- 
mended by the Church, and practised by 
those who would make progress in godli- 
ness. Eemember how our Lord fasted. 
Eemember that the Apostles fasted and 
prayed, when they laid their hands, and 
invocated the Holy Ghost, upon Barnabas 
and Saul. These also, when they had 
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prayed with fasting, ordained elders in 
the Churches of Lystra and Iconium. 
And it should not pass for nothing, that 
our Church, in her solemn service of to- 
morrow, addresses us in the language of 
the Prophet : " Therefore also now, saith 
the Lord, turn ye even to Me with all 
your heart, and with fasting, and with 
weeping, and with mourning." In thus 
addressing you, our Church, I would have 
you most carefully observe, is taking no 
part in the deceits and errors of Popery. 
There is nothing which I more desire for 
you, than that you should have a just and 
righteous abhorrence of the corruptions 
and abominations of the Eoman Church. 
But then, I would have your abhorrence 
an enlightened one. I would have you 
know what are really the errors of Ro- 
manism. I would have you know what 
it has suppressed, what it has invented, 
what exaggerated, what corrupted: but 
I would not have you join in that reckless 
and indiscriminate condemnation, which 
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overlooks such portions of truth as may 
yet be found amid a great mass of false- 
hood, and which shouts " No Popery", as 
if in Popery there were nothing whatsoever 
of Christianity. I, too, say " No Popery" 
— ^war, war without pause, without truce, 
with the errors, the flagrant, fatal errors 
of Rome : but I do not mean by " No 
Popery", let us hold nothing, let us do 
nothing, which Rome holds or does. I 
would scrupulously distinguish between 
what Rome retains of Christian doctrine 
or practice, and what she has introduced 
or innovated of herself. I do not mean by 
** No Popery", no grace in the Sacraments, 
because Rome has multiplied Sacramentig, 
and fearfully substituted the letter for the 
spirit, the outward ordinance for the in- 
ward work. I do not mean by " No 
Popery", no fasting, because Rome, with 
her multiplied austerities, has sinfully, 
ruinously, made penance fill the ofiice of 
penitence. 

As, then, to the duty of fasting, and 
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other similar duties of humiliation, sug- 
gested by our Church as appropriate to 
the season of Lent, it is needful to draw 
accurately the line between a contemp- 
tuous neglect, and a superstitious observ- 
ance. I may not feel myself warranted in 
telling an inquirer, you ought to practise 
fasting ; for I am no judge as to whether 
his peculiar trials and temperament render 
fasting the regimen which he requires. 
But I do feel warranted in saying — 
especially when preaching on our Lord's 
temptation in the wilderness — that the 
holiest men, downwards from the days of 
Christ and His Apostles, have testified, 
from their own experience, that fasting 
has proved a help in attaining and pre- 
serving a devotional spirit; and I am 
therefore bound to conclude, that fasting 
is a means which may often be successful, 
and whose use, consequently, must not be 
denounced as out of place and fanatical. 
There may be in all of us some lust, 
or some passion, in the combating of 
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which we should gain assistance from 
fasting ; for as luxurious living ministers 
to varieties of vice, why should not abste- 
mious to varieties of virtue ? If we look 
merely at intellectual pursuits, the head 
is clearer, and the understanding more 
vigorous, when the body is disciplined by 
abstinence, than when pampered by in- 
dulgence. Why should not something 
similar hold good in spiritual pursuits? 
But we lay no burden upon any one. We 
would simply say, that the design of fast- 
ing is admirably expressed in the CoUect 
for next Sunday : " Grant us grace to use 
such abstinence, that, our flesh being sub- 
dued to the spirit, we may ever obey Thy 
godly motions in righteousness and true 
holiness." Fasting is then carried to the 
right point, when it has brought the flesh 
under subjection to the spirit. But as 
this is a point which, in one man, may be 
reached far sooner than in another, it can 
only, after all, be left to the conscience of 
every individual, that, setting before him- 
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self the design, he should determine on 
the requisite degree. 

Thus, then, have we endeavoured to 
lead you to commence the season of Lent 
with suitable thoughts, and becoming 
resolutions. For forty days, the days 
mysteriously hallowed by the fastings of 
Moses, Elijah, and Christ, would the 
Church engage you with special acts of 
humiliation and devotion, the better to fit 
you for that awful commemoration, when 
we shall stand round the cross, and behold 
the Lamb of God offering Himself in 
sacrifice for our sins. Whatever else ye 
do, whether ye practise fastings, or omit 
such outward means, as not required by 
your case, at least let not Lent be passed 
through as if it were an ordinary season, 
presenting no peculiar duties to the Chris- 
tian and the Churchman. It is a season for 
'calling sin to remembrance, for consider- 
ing our ways, for meditating on the mar- 
vellous love of God in giving up His Son 
to the shameful death of the cross, for 
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solemn vows, and holy purposes, of more 
vigorous separation from the world, and 
more entire dedication to our high calling 
in Christ. Thus may you be prepared to 
go with the Church on her mournful pil- 
grimage, accompanying her, as, with tears 
of amaajement, with sighs of wonder and 
of woe, she follows her Blessed Lord to 
His agony in the garden, to the hall of 
judgment, to the mount of crucifixion. 
It must ill become us to pass all at once, 
without any attempt at preparation, from 
scenes of business or frivolity, to such 
scenes as those of Gethsemane and Cal- 
vary. We magnify the freeness of salva- 
tion : we claim no merit for man : we 
ascribe it, purely and undividedly, to the 
grace of God, and the meritorious obedi- 
ence of Christ, that any man escapes 
eternal death, and gains entrance into the 
Kingdom of Heaven. But nevertheless, 
woe unto that man, who, because so much 
has been done for him, should think that 
there remains little which he has to do 

D 
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for himself. Christ has in no degree 
diminished the necessity for personal 
striving ; but He has put us into a condi- 
tion that striving may be effectual. Be 
careful, then, not to think that you may 
safely dispense with such godly exercises 
as the Church, at this time, commends 
specially to you. And let it comfort you, 
that you follow a leader who has Himself 
met and foiled your great adversary; so 
that you may approach the mercy-seat 
with such words as these : " By the mys- 
tery of Thy holy incarnation, by Thy holy 
nativity and circumcision, by Thy baptism, 
fasting, and temptation. Good Lord, deli- 
ver us." 



SERMON II. 



MANIFESTATION OF TEUTH TO THE CONSCIENCE. 



Second Epistle to Corinthians, iv, 2. 

But have renounced the hidden things of dishonesty , 
not walking in craftiness, nor handling the Word 
of God deceitfully ; but by manifestation of the 
truth commending ourselves to every man^s con- 
science in the sight of God, 

The Apostle would seem to be here con- 
trasting himself with the priests of idola- 
ters, with the scribes and priests of the 
Jews, or with corrupt teachers of Chris- 
tianity, who imposed on their followers, 
served their own dishonest or dishonour- 
able ends, or concealed their secret crimes. 
There was nothing of duplicity in the true 
servants of Christ: they did not profess 
one thing, and aim at another : they did 
not keep back, conceal, or modify, the dis- 
tinguishing doctrines of the Gospel, in 
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order to adapt them to the prejudices of 
their hearers, or make them less at vari- 
ance with their vices. On the contrary, 
they endeavoured to set forth the whole 
truth in the most clear and convincing 
light ; so that, even if the heart remained 
untouched, the conscience should be com- 
pelled to bear testimony to their message. 
There are two of the assertions of St. 
Paul which we wish to select from the 
rest, and take as the subject of our present 
discourse. The first is his assertion as to 
his " not handling the Word of God de- 
ceitfully": the second is his assertion as 
to his commending himself by " manifesta- 
tion of the truth to every man's conscience 
in the sight of God". With regard to 
" handling the Word of God deceitfully", 
both the promises and the threatenings of 
the Bible may be handled deceitfully. 
You all perceive this in regard of the 
promises of Scripture. If they are care- 
lessly or wrongfully applied, and made to 
speak peace where there is no peace, so 
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that men are encouraged to hope, on m- 
sufficient grounds, for the pardon of sin, 
assuredly the Word of God is handled 
deceitfully : it is used to deceive men as 
to their real state, and to cheat them in 
their everlasting interests. This is suffi- 
ciently obvious, and cannot require any 
lengthened explanation. But a wrong use 
may be made of the threatenings, as well 
as of the promises, of Scripture. St. Paul 
has elsewhere said : " Knowing therefore 
the terror of the Lord, we persuade men": 
he did not use the terror, the threatenings, 
merely to agitate or alarm, but to per- 
suade :— he would have handled these 
threatenings "deceitfully", had he not 
handled them for the purpose of persua- 
sion. This, however, requires a fuller 
statement and explanation. Let us give 
ourselves then, forthwith, to the consider- 
ing what it is to "handle the Word of 
God deceitfully", when reference is made 
to the threatenings of that word : we will 
then, in the second place, examine the 
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statement : " By manifestation of the truth, 
commending ourselves to every man's con- 
science in the sight of God". 

Now we wish to point out to you a 
great, though not uncommon, error — the 
regarding fear as too base and slavish a 
thing to be introduced as instrumental to 
religion. There is many a Christian who 
is disquieted by the thought, that it is 
only the dread of punishment which vdth- 
holds him from sin ; whereas he feels that 
he ought to abhor the sin itself, and not 
merely hate its consequences. He will 
say to himself, I should never have left 
the world, and abandoned its pleasures 
and pursuits, had I not feared the penal- 
ties which continuance would have in- 
sured : and can I have found acceptance 
with God, when I have sought Him only 
because I feared Him as an avenger, and 
not because I loved Him as a father? 
But it is "handling the Word of God 
deceitfully", when fear is thus represented 
as unbecoming in a Christian. No doubt. 
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the love of God ought to be, and will be, 
thte actuating governing principle in the 
genuine believer. Fear ought gradually 
to give place to a more generous senti- 
ment : the converted man ought gradually 
to acquire a distaste for sin, irrespective 
altogether of its punishment ; such a love 
for God, and such a longing for that holi- 
ness in which He delights, that, even were 
he secured against its penalty, he would 
eagerly shun the commission of iniquity. 
But, nevertheless, fear may be instru- 
mental to the bringing a man to repent- 
ance ; and it ought not to throw suspicion 
on the genuineness of repentance, that fear 
has been the agency employed in its pro- 
duction. Whilst one man may be more 
accessible through a promise, another may 
be more accessible through a threatening : 
but there is no reason why the two, though 
commencing with such different motives, 
should not arrive at the same renovation 
of nature, becoming equally believers in 
Christ, and justifying equally their faith 
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by their works. The alone question, of 
vital moment to the individual, has to flo 
with his being, or his not being, a new 
creature. And this question is to be tried 
as a question which relates to an effect, 
rather than as one which relates to a 
cause. It is not, what has changed me \ 
but, am I changed? And so long as I 
can find the evidence of a change, evi- 
dence that '' old things have passed away, 
and that aU things have become new", it 
cannot affect my safety, and it ought not 
to affect my comfort, whqjther I began in 
religion by meditating the exceeding love 
of God, and feeling the heart soften at 
the sight of a dying Redeemer, or whether 
my first sentiment was one of horror at 
the prospect of hell, and my first impulse 
that of flying from my Maker as armed for 
my destruction. 

Here, then, it is possible that the Word 
of God may be " handled deceitfully" — 
fear being represented as so slavish and 
unworthy a thing, that men shall really be 
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afraid of being moved by it to righteous- 
ness. In the simple exercise of his office, 
as an ambassador from Him who came 
"to seek and to save that which was 
lost", may the preacher arm himself with 
appalling representations of the wrath 
that is to come, and, drawing back, so far 
as human hand may draw, the curtain 
that shrouds the invisible world, display 
to the terrified gaze the wretchedness of 
those that are banished for ever from the 
presence of the Lord. It is not necessarily 
in any forgetfulness of the graciousness of 
the Christian scheme, that he labours to 
marshal aU the retinue of vengeance, and 
to gather into a picture, on which you 
almost dread to look, the throne of judg- 
ment, and the prison, and the darkness, 
and the fire. And if it might be more 
pleasing to you, that he should speak on 
the exceeding love of God, and confine 
himself to the marvellous demonstrations 
of that love which are furnished in and 
through the work of our redemption, you 
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are, nevertheless, not to think that he at 
all lays aside his peculiar office as a 
minister of the Gospel, and travels back 
into that of a minister of the Law, when 
he stands before you as the herald of 
judgment, and announces, as though he 
would anticipate the trumpet and the 
sentence, that the impenitent shall come 
forth from the grave to be cast into hell. 
He is but shielding himself against the 
charge of " handling the Word of God 
deceitfully", when he thus assigns to fear 
its due place as a motive to repentance. 
Though we own, that, as we have already 
hinted, the Word would be " handled de- 
ceitfully", a wrong use would be made of 
its threatenings, were the preacher to stop 
here, contenting himself with having thus 
arrayed the terrors of the Lord. It should 
be in the hope, and with the design, of 
obtaining a willing hearing for the gra- 
cious proffers of forgiveness and reconcili- 
ation, that the preacher portrays the fear- 
ful things of vengeance, and shews the 
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hosts of the disobedient overtaken and 
overwhelmed by the just anger of God. 
If he use the law as a schoolmaster, it 
should be specifically with the purpose of 
bringing men to Christ ; and the sermon 
which should leave its hearers appalled by 
its representations of a coming day of ven- 
geance, and not strive to take advantage 
of their fears, in order to induce them to 
seek a place of refuge, would be con- 
structed in forgetfulness of the first duty 
of a Christian preacher, and deserve all 
that could be said as to "handling the 
Word deceitfully" — deceitfully, just as 
though the Word were given to furnish 
figures which might move, awfully and 
mysteriously, to and fro on a darkened 
stage ; in place of for the display of a cross, 
on which He who hangs gives utterance 
to the cheering words : " Look unto Me, 
and be ye saved, all the ends of the earth". 
But where terror is employed to make 
way for persuasion, there is the best pros- 
pect of success, and the least Kkelihood 
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of any deceitful handling of the Word. 
Oh, it is not necessarily because a man 
has any pleasure in startling and scaring 
those to whom he is appointed to minis- 
ter, that he is frequent in his delinea- 
tions of everlasting punishment. If he 
often summon his hearers to accompany 
him in thought to the scenes of the last 
judgment, and if he labour, with all the 
power of which he is master, to fix their 
gaze on the horrors of that portion which 
must be their own if they go hence in 
impenitence, is it necessarily that he takes 
delight in the fearful picture which he 
strives to present ] is it necessarily be- 
cause of the scope which is afforded for 
the excursions of the imagination, or of 
the opportunity furnished for mighty de- 
clamation, that he selects as his theme 
the consummation of all things, when God 
shall come forth as an avenger of wicked- 
ness, and heap his retributions on all who 
have lived in contempt of His laws? 
Not so ; the preacher may have as little 
of natural liking as any one of his hear- 
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ers for the announcements of vengeance 
and anguish. It might be far more 
congenial with his feelings, to expatiate 
on the privileges of the believer, or to 
enlarge on the manifestations of God's 
love towards man, trusting to the per- 
suasiveness, which there ought to be in 
every such manifestation, for the soften- 
ing the hard hearts with which he has to 
deal. But, unless he would " handle the 
Word of God deceitfully", he may not 
neglect the endeavouring to possess him- 
self of those avenues into the soul, which 
are only to be opened through awakening 
men's fears. With all his desires bent 
on the persuading men to receive Christ 
as their Saviour, he may feel that he shall 
take means best adapted for accomplish- 
ing his end, by speaking to them of God 
as a consuming fire, and showing them 
how His enemies shall be finally bound 
up in bundles for the burning. He has 
no intention of stopping here. He has 
no intention of leaving his hearers in 
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their terror and apprehension, bewil- 
dered by danger, and ignorant of any 
mode of escape. Let him only succeed 
in exciting terror and apprehension, and 
he is ready with his exhibitions of the 
work of Mediation; exhibitions which, in 
all likelihood, will be regarded with aver- 
sion, or at best with indifference, so long 
as there is no actual sense of exposure to 
punishment. It is the persuading men, 
at which he aims. But in order to bring 
them into such a position that they will 
be accessible to persuasion, he deals with 
them as he would with the individual 
whom he wished to persuade to leave a 
sinking ship, or a falling house — ^painting 
the certainty and the fearfulness of the 
coming destruction, and calculating that, 
if he can only succeed in producing con- 
viction of danger, he shall quickly be met 
by the eager enquiry, "What must I 
do to be saved?" 

I would then avoid, under every point 
of view, the charge of "handling de- 
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ceitfuUy the Word of God". There- 
fore would I make full use of the threat- 
enings of the Word, but only that I may 
bring you to the accepting the mer- 
cies. You shall not charge me with 
keeping back the Gospel. You shall not 
have cause to say, that, commissioned to 
pubHsh to you the glad tidings of pardon, 
I seemed to have nothing on which to 
speak but the fearfulness of punishment. 
And nevertheless I would make use, fre- 
quent use, of the imagery of wrath and 
tribulation. But why, you may say, why 
turn upon you the blaze of that fearful 
conflagration, whose very flame is dark- 
ness, when I might illuminate the scene 
with the rich brightness of immortality ? 
Why burden the air with the shriek and 
execration, when I might turn upon you 
the echoings of the heavenly minstrelsy, 
and cause you to hear the distant roll 
of that mighty anthem, with which the 
thousand times ten thousand magnify the 
Creator and Redeemer ] Because I seek 
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to persuade you. Because I cannot, as a 
man, think on the tremendousness of that 
doom, which is in store for the impeni- 
tent, and not long to prevent that doom 
from being shared by any of my hearers. 
Because I feel, that, in order to make you 
shun destruction, I must make you aware 
of the fearfulness of destruction. Be- 
cause I would persuade you to repent, 
that iniquity may not be your ruin. 
Because I would persuade you to be- 
lieve, that so you may be sheltered in the 
day of God's vengeance. With no view 
of keeping back from you the Saviour, 
but simply with the view of persuading 
you to receive Him as your Saviour, do I 
seek to show you, how, when the elements 
are melting with fervent heat, and the* 
Heavens are being rolled up as a scroll, 
the unrighteous shall have no plea to 
urge, why they should not be cast into 
the fire " prepared for the devil and his 
angels". It is your salvation which I 
seek. I would persuade you not to be 
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broken on the rack, and I persuade you 
by shewing you the rack. I would per- 
suade you not to throw yourselves into 
the unquenchable fire; and I persuade 
you by shewing you that fire. I would 
persuade you not to give yourselves to the 
undying worm; and I persuade you by 
shewing you that worm. Ah, if I could 
now waken in one of the careless amongst 
you an apprehension of God's wrath ; so 
that, by sweeping, as it were, the scene 
for judgment, and bringing before him 
the awfiilness of the last assize, and shew- 
ing him how the hosts of the wicked will 
be beaten down by the irrevocable sen- 
tence, " Depart, depart", I could penetrate 
him vdth fear, and make him shrink from 
what is coming on the earth — ^with what 
eagerness, with what hope, might I then 
set before him the cross ! With what ex- 
pectation might I then say to him, " Behold 
the Lamb of God, that taketh away the 
sin of the world!" Then, if ever, should 
I find him disposed to cry from the heart, 



50 MANIFESTATION OF TRUTH 

" Lord, save me, or I perish !" And in 
this his trembling willingness to lay hold 
on the hope set before him in the Gospel, 
would there be the most touching demon- 
stration that the faith which saves may be 
closely linked with the fear which dis- 
turbs : and that therefore, in arraying the 
threatenings, as preparatory to a display 
of the promises, of Scripture, I had not 
walked in craftiness, nor handled the 
Word of God deceitfully ; but rather, by 
manifestation of the truth, had commend- 
ed myself to the man's conscience in the 
sight of God. 

But this brings us to the second topic 
of discourse presented by our text : and 
this is that of there being a manifestation 
of truth to the conscience, where perhaps 
it is not acted on, nor even acknowledged. 
There is something very expressive in the 
words, " in the sight of God". St. Paul 
was satisfied that the doctrines which he 
preached, and the motives by which he 
was actuated, were equally such as ap- 
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proved themselves to God: he had no 
hesitation as to this : but, whatever the 
opposition and misrepresentation which 
he met with from men, he could appeal to 
Him who " searcheth the hearts", secure 
of being accounted the faithful minister 
of Christ. It was a noble thing, to be 
able thus unhesitatingly to speak of com- 
mending himself to the consciences of his 
hearers "in the sight of God". This 
assurance of the approval of his Master in 
Heaven must have been more to the 
Apostle than the applause of the world, 
and might well compensate for its frown 
and its scorn. 

But we will not enlarge upon this : we 
will confine ourselves to the alleged mani- 
festation of truth to the consciences of the 
hearers. And here, that we may bring 
our remarks within definite limits, let us 
speak of the great truths to which we 
have already adverted: let us consider, 
that is, how, in preaching a future judg- 
ment, and a propitiation for sin, the 
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preacher is likely to commend himself to 
the consciences of those whom he ad- 
dresses ; whether as, in discharge of the 
office with which he has been entrusted 
by God, he dilates on the awfulness of 
judgment, and then lays open the ap- 
pointed process through which wrath may 
be escaped, there is not commonly a wit- 
ness in the breasts of those to whom he 
speaks, that his words are verily the words 
of soberness and truth. We shall appeal 
in evidence to yourselves : the/ case is one 
in which you must yourselves pass the 
verdict: otherwise will it necessarily be 
void of all force. We are now before you 
simply to announce a judgment to come : 
and if you will not give us audience out 
of reverence to Him in whose name we 
speak — ^for that might beg the question — 
we claim it on the ground, that what we 
have to publish is of an interest so over- 
whelming, that no being, with an under- 
standing and a heart, may refuse to give 
ear. 
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Men, brethren, and fathers, listen, we 
beseech of you. This goodly creation, 
which ye inhabit, is under the government 
of that Almighty Being, at whose bidding 
it first rose out of nothing. Though His 
sovereignty be not visibly exercised, and 
though there may appear to you many 
inconsistencies, which, with your present 
amount of knowledge, you cannot wholly 
solve, we may tell you that He takes note 
of everything done upon this earth, de- 
signing hereafter to vindicate all His attri- 
butes in the apportioning to every man 
according to his works. He is a just God 
and a holy ; and though, for a time. He 
may suffer wickedness to prosper, and not 
openly defend or recompense righteous- 
ness, yet is there coming a day, on the 
which He will adjust the discrepancies of 
the present estate, exalting His servants 
to happiness, and covering His enemies 
with confusion. Day of wonders, day of 
terrors ! Every one of you must have part 
in this imiversal assize. Ye are not made 
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to perish with the brute. Ye are account- 
able creatures, and immortal as well as 
accountable. Ye must therefore come 
forth from the graves, and stand at the 
tribunal of God. I have no power of 
describing to you the magnificent fearfiil- 
ness of the scene : neither have I any wish 
to lay hold on your imaginations ; for it 
might be, that, dazzled by the gorgeous- 
ness and majesty, or confounded by the 
crash of dissolving systems, or hurried 
along by the rush of the myriads that 
press towards the throne, you would over- 
look your own personal concern in the 
vast affair, and forget that process of trial 
which shall be just as individual to every 
one amongst you, as though he alone 
were to be judged, and the innimierable 
multitude, gathered around, were gathered 
only as spectators, or assessors with the 
Judge. But I would fix your thoughts 
on the principles upon which the trial will 
proceed. I declare to you, from the ne- 
cessary attributes of the Being before 
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whom you must appear, that sin, of every 
kind and degree, will mark out its perpe- 
trator for vengeance; and that, xmless 
you shall be able to present to the Judge 
an unspotted obedience, there will be no 
power in yourselves of gaining shelter 
from His wrath: no excuses will be of 
worth, no palliations be admitted: and 
you must stand defenceless and speechless, 
whilst a sentence of banishment goes forth, 
consigning you for ever to a pimishment 
as severe as enduring. 

And can I think, that whilst, as the 
herald of judgment to come, I announce 
to you the terror of the Lord, there is no 
voice heard in the solitude of your own 
souls, bearing witness that I speak only 
truth? I cannot think this. I rather 
think, that, in the majority of instances, 
there is that internal manifestation which 
is spoken of in our text. You might be 
ready to argue with me, if I would go 
into argument. You might profess, were 
we to sit down to debate, that you had 
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doubts as to your immortality, or, at least, 
your accountableness. You might urge 
the weakness and corruptness of your own 
nature, and the immeasurable benevolence 
of that of God, and endeavour to establish 
some inference as to the likelihood of 
your being dealt with by a lighter measure 
than strict justice would prescribe. But 
we shall venture to affirm, that, in all this, 
you would be only struggling against the 
dictate and decision of conscience. We 
shall venture to believe, that, whatever 
might be the case, were we to meet you 
in a kind of intellectual warfare, we have 
on our side the testimony of conscience, 
whilst we confine ourselves to the an- 
nouncement of the fact, that God will 
judge the world in righteousness, so that 
no worker of evil shall be hidden from 
His wrath. We know too well what 
power there is in that principle, which the 
Almighty hath set up in the soul as His 
representative and vicegerent, to doubt 
that the story of a state of retribution, a 
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state, man's portion in which is to b^ 
accurately determined by his actions whilst 
on earth, comes upon men like the echo 
of what they have heard syllabled within, 
when a monitor, whom they could neither 
discern nor silence, has given forth his 
emphatic representations of the character 
of God; a character pledging Him to 
the punishment of aU unrighteousness, to 
the exacting, to the last fraction, every 
penalty of violated law. And it is a great 
source of encouragement to the preacher, 
thus to feel that he has conscience on his 
side. He does not think it necessary to 
stop at every stage, that he may build up 
a laboured argument as to the truth of 
the propositions which he has laid down, 
or announced. He is not compelled to be 
for ever busy with a process of demon- 
stration, as though what he uttered had 
no self-evidencing power, but must be 
fenced about with an array of credentials, 
and could not otherwise look to gain 
assent to its truthfulness. He knows that 
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the message which he delivers carries with- 
it its own proof; so that, whilst he might 
be casting about for methods, by which to 
introduce it, and secure for it an attentive 
and impartial hearing, it has gone straight- 
way into the recesses of the mind, and 
there extorted a confession, however un- 
willingly rendered, and however speedily 
forgotten, of its being precisely such as 
the Ahnighty might be expected to send. 
And if this be encouraging to the 
minister, as assuring him of an auxiliary 
within L citadel which he i= anxio J^ 
storm, it helps to make the hearer inex- 
cusable, if he do not yield to the commu- 
nications with which he is plied. Men, 
brethren, and fathers, once more I an- 
nounce to you judgment to come. It shall 
break upon the earth, that day of wonder 
and of terror, when, from the sea, and the 
mountain, and the desert, shall swarm the 
buried families of humankind, and the 
dead, small and great, shall stand before 
their God. It shall come : " one day is. 
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with the Lord as a thousand years, and a 
thousand years as one day": and it is no 
evidence against the complete unhinging 
of the present economy, that, for century 
after century, the earth and the heavens 
have given no token of change, but have 
gone forward on their silent and un- 
wearied march. And when it comes, 
" Where shall the imgodly and the sinner 
appear V I annoimce it as the day when 
the wicked shall be as stubble for the 
burning. I announce it as the day when 
there will be no shelter for the proud, no 
mask for the hypocrite, no standing place 
for the presumptuous. I annoimce it as 
the day, when books shall be opened, on 
which the pen of infinite knowledge and 
purity has registered every action, every 
word, every thought: and I ask you 
whether there be one who can think to 
abide so fearful a scrutiny : I shut you up 
to the conviction, that there is reserved 
the blackness of eternal darkness for all 
who appear at the judgment in a rightcr 
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ousness of their own, and without having 
a Mediator to undertake their cause. And 
if, after having made the announcement, 
I leave you with a sort of confidence, that 
the great truth of a judgment has been so 
brought before you, that you are inexcu- 
sable, if you continue to live as though 
there were no future trial — ^is it that I 
think that I have thrown power into my 
announcement ? Is it that I think that I 
have so described the transactions of the 
last day, that the very force of the descrip- 
tion will sufficiently witness against you ? 
Oh, not so. It is just because I know that 
these proclamations of judgment to come 
are, in all probability, answered from 
within yourselves; that, whilst I speak, 
there is an irrepressible verdict, given 
down in your souls, that I speak only 
truth, — ^because, in short, whilst thus we 
set before you the terror of the Lord, 
" not walking in craftiness, nor handling 
the Word of God deceitfully", there are 
reasons in abundance for trusting, that 
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"by manifestation of the truth, we are 
commending ourselves to every man's con 
science in the sight of God." 

Such is the manifestation of truth in 
the conscience, whilst nothing is set forth 
but the judgment with its terrors. But, 
as we have shewn you, he who would 
avoid handling the Word of God deceit- 
fully, does not stop here, but goes on to 
unfold the provisions of the Gospel. And 
is there still the manifestation of truth to 
the conscience ? Yes — ^when we preach 
Christ Jesus to those, whose fears we may 
have succeeded in exciting, we do not 
preach what external proof alone may 
induce men to receive, but rather what 
may commend itself by its own self-wit- 
nessing power, or by the testimony which 
conscience would deliver in its favour. 
And it is a great truth, that, stupendous 
and multiplied as are the outward evi- 
dences of the Gospel, they are not indis- 
pensable to the proving its divine origin 
to the man who examines it in himiility 
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and sincerity. Such a man will find so 
much of internal evidence, such consum- 
mate knowledge of his heart, such ac- 
quaintance with all his moral wants, and 
so exact and adequate a meeting of those 
wants, that he will be satisfied as to him- 
self and the Bible being the work of the 
same Author ; much as another will be 
satisfied that He who made the light, 
made also the eye, from observing how 
exquisitely the one is adapted to the other. 
Men, indeed, may speak of the strange- 
ness of the Gospel : they may make that 
strangeness an objection against the Gos- 
pel : but the simple truth is, they do not 
know God ; they do not know themselves, 
their wants, their dangers ; and it is only 
the absence of this knowledge which 
causes the plan of redemption to appear 
so improbable as to be almost incredible. 
Give them the knowledge — ^let them feel 
something of the evil of sin, of the distance 
to which it must have removed the crea- 
ture from the Creator, of the despite which 
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it does to all the Divine attributes, and, 
consequently, of the wrath to which it 
must expose its every worker; and, in 
place of anything strange in the scheme 
of propitiation, they will feel it to be pre- 
cisely what they need, though immea- 
surably beyond what they could ever have 
hoped. 

It is here that we expect a manifesta- 
tion in the conscience. There may be no 
such manifestation, where the individual 
has no sense of peril, has never examined 
his position, as an immortal accountable 
being, relatively to a God whose attributes 
irrevocably pledge him to pimish all sin. 
But there will be such a manifestation, 
where the individual has been agitated by 
the terrors of judgment, and has seen 
himself lost, eternally lost, if brought to 
the bar, and there tried on his own merits. 
So soon as the Gospel is published to this 
individual, he wiU be aware of its suitable- 
ness ; it will commend itself to him as 
accurately meeting his necessities, or as 
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wonderfully supplying aU those wants, 
the discovery of which had almost brought 
him to despair. There is nothing wanted 
but that you should feel yourselves sin- 
ners, and you will feel that Christ is the 
very Saviour whom you need. You will 
have the witness within yourselves. Though 
he be the Son of God, he will not seem 
to you greater than you want; for how 
should a finite being exhaust the penalty 
which you know to be eternal 1 You will 
be amazed — ^but it will be at the exceed- 
ing love of God, and at the unmeasured 
condescension of the Mediator ; not at the 
scheme m itself, when compared with the 
objects which it proposed to effect. No, 
no — men may object against the revealed 
plan of redemption, as if it transcended all 
belief, as if the alleged interposition were 
too vast, and too strange, to be made cre- 
dible by testimony. But they must be 
men who can know nothing of sin : they 
must be men before whose view has 
never passed the dread array of final 



TO THE CONSCIENCE. 65 

judgment, who can never have duly calcu- 
lated what the Divine anger must be, nor 
inquired into the possibility of its being 
escaped. They may have asked the stars ; 
and the stars, in their multitude and 
magnificence, may have seemed to reply, 
that surely so stupendous a thing as the 
humiliation of God, could • hardly have 
taken place on behalf of one inconsi- 
derable province, one insignificant race. 
But they ought not to ask the stars — 
though, indeed, there is no voice from 
those gorgeous hosts to sanction their infi- 
delity. They ought to ask their sins. If 
the plan be too vast to be credible, it 
must, at aU events, be vaster than was 
requisite to the ends which God sought 
to accomplish. And this may be said by 
those who have never felt themselves sin- 
ners, but not by those who have. Those 
who really feel themselves sinners, have 
so overwhelming a sense of the demerit of 
sin, of the extent of its penalty, and of 
the obstacles which lie in the way of its 

F 
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forgiveness, that you would destroy all 
their hope, in disproving that a !pivine 
person had died in their stead. They do 
not feel that they could do with less than 
revelation unfolds — vast, incalculable, in- 
conceivable, it is nevertheless only ade- 
quate to their ascertained wants, and to 
diminish it by a fraction were to leave 
them in destitution. 

And on this account may we justly 
speak of a manifestation in the conscience, 
as the preacher, after vdelding the thun- 
ders of the law, sets himself to persuade 
through the announcements of the Gospel. 
Men, brethren, and fathers, if we could 
appeal to the witness of your consciences, 
as confirming what we said in reference to 
judgment, we may do so also as confirming 
what we publish in reference to salvation. 
Is there one amongst you who trembles 
at the thought of appearing before God, 
appearing as a sinner, with the burden 
of his iniquities, before a Being who is 
pledged and armed to pour destruction on 
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every worker of evil? Let that man 
listen — we seek now to persuade him. 
" God hath made Him to be sin for us 
who knew no sin, that we might be made 
the righteousness of God in Him." God 
hath " found a ransom", His own dear Son, 
on whom He laid our guilt; and now 
there is no condemnation to them who 
believe in Christ. Oh, does not this vast 
scheme of mercy commend itself to you ] 
I think it must. I think that its very 
suitableness must be an evidence with 
you of its truth. I feel as if I were 
uttering that which asks no proof but 
what it obtains from yourself. I appeal 
to no prodigies. I neither quote nor 
work miracles. But I feel, that, in pro- 
posing deliverance through the blood 
and righteousness of Christ, to those 
who, weighed down by their sins, shrink 
in terror from the judgment, I am 
proposing what must approve itself to 
them, as bearing traces of a communica- 
tion from God. And therefore shall I go 
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down from this pulpit, aware that I have 
offered no demonstration of the truth of 
Christianity, that I have made no attempt 
towards refuting infidelity; and yet believ- 
ing that I have called out an evidence, as 
satisfactory to him who feels it, as though 
I had been able to perform a miracle in 
his presence : for, after shewing the cru- 
cified Mediator to the trembling and con- 
trite amongst you, why may I not exclaim 
with the Apostle, that, thus avoiding the 
handling the Word of God deceitfully, 
" by manifestation of the truth I commend 
myself to every man's conscience in the 
sight of God"? 

One brief application of the subject — it 
shall be only for a moment, it shaU be to 
the young. We must not handle the 
Word of God deceitfully; and therefore 
are we urgent with them to the remem- 
bering their Creator in the days of their 
youth, to the fleeiag youthful lusts, which 
war against the soul. We know the ter- 
rors which await you, if you spend the 
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spring-time of your days in the service 
of sin — the bitter regret, the unavail- 
able remorse, with which you will look 
back on wasted time, neglected opportu- 
nities, unlawful pleasures, even if God 
lead you to repentance, and you be not 
suddenly thrown, vdth all your sins upon 
your heads, into that outer darkness where 
shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 
Therefore would we persuade you to walk 
in wisdom's ways, which are ways of 
pleasantness, to choose good and not evil, 
life and not death. And never tell me, 
that, whilst thus labouring to persuade 
you, there is no manifestation of truth 
commending itself to the conscience. You 
know that I am right : you feel that I am 
right. You may neglect the counsel, 
you may scorn the coimsel. But you 
secretly acknowledge that I speak only 
truth, whilst telling you that to follow a 
multitude to do evil, to associate vdth the 
profligate, to obey your passions, to forget 
the counsels of parents, and to despise the 
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law of the Lord — is the sure way to incur 
shame and misery here, to keep up tribu- 
lation and anguish for the ages of eternity. 
I add no more — they confess that I am 
right — Great God, snatch them from 
going on in what is wrong. 



SERMON III. 



JAEL AND SISEBA 



Judges iv, 21. 

Then Jael Heher's wife took a nail of the tent, and 

took an hammer in her hand, and went softly unto 

him, and smote the nail into his temples, and 

fastened it into the ground : for he was fast asleep 

and weary. So he died. 

The naxrative of which these words axe a 
part has been read to you in the first 
lesson of this morning's service. Perhaps, 
as you listened to it; as you heard of 
Sisera fleeing for his life from the field of 
battle, and seeking shelter in the tent of 
Jael ; and then of Jael as receiving the 
fugitive with open arms, performing to* 
wards him all the offices of hospitality ; 
and when, confiding in her honour, he 
had fallen fast asleep, advancing in the 
manner described in our text, and mur- 
dering him ; yes, murdering her weary 
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and slumbering guest; I say, when you 
heard all this, probably your feeling was, 
what a frightful crime ! what a monster 
of a woman ! But if you were to go on 
to read the next chapter, the first lesson 
of this evening's service, in which the 
Prophetess Deborah celebrates, in in- 
spired strains, the overthrow of Sisera, 
you would find a very different judgment 
passed upon Jael. Thus it is that she is 
spoken of, "Blessed above women shall 
Jael, the wife of Heber the Kenite, be : 
blessed shall she be above women in 
the tent." And then the Prophetess 
proceeds to use the language of enco- 
mium on that very part of Jael's conduct 
which appears to us most revolting and 
atrocious — ^her deceitful kindness towards 
the wanderer whom she was about to 
assassinate. " He asked water, and she 
gave him milk ; she brought forth butter 
in a lordly dish." There is a great dif- 
ference then between the estimate which 
we should be inclined to form of Jael^ 
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and that delivered and recorded by the 
Spirit of God. She cannot have been the 
treacherous, sanguinary wretch which we 
naturally suppose ; she is praised and 
honoured#in Scripture; and it behoves 
us to take heed how we heap on her our 
censures. Here, however, is a great sub- 
ject of discourse: Jael appears to us a 
hateful murderess ; our feelings towards 
her axe those of horror and indignation ; 
yet, in the Bible, she is enroUed a^ 
amongst the noblest of heroines : her sub- 
tle kindness towards her too-confiding 
guest, her taking the hammer and the 
nail — these are applauded, and that, too, 
by one whom God's Spirit moved to lofty 
utterances. Surely there is much here 
which requires to be examined and ex- 
plained : come, then, let us see what de- 
fence may be made for Jael; how she 
may not only be acquitted of crime, but 
held up as deserving of encomium, in 
driving the nail into the temples of 
Sisera, and fastening it into the ground. 
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Now there axe other cases in the Bible 
not altogether dissimilar to this ; cases in 
which, though what appears to us cri- 
minal has been done, the Divine approval 
is unequivocally expressed. It«s thus in 
reference to Abraham, when he offered 
up Isaac, — ^we shrink from a father slay- 
ing his son ; but the voice of the Al- 
mighty proclaims him blessed for the 
deed. Thus again with respect to Ea- 
hab — ^we are ready to look with disdain 
on a woman who could betray her coun- 
try; but the Apostles of Christ com- 
memorate her faith, and class her amongst 
the worthies whom all ages should honour. 
We may say moreover of the wars of the 
Jews with the Canaanites, that there is 
something very revolting in that indis- 
criminate slaughter by which they were 
characterized. The not sparing even the 
infant and the suckling appears to us a 
barbarity which would have utterly dis- 
graced the most savage tribe — and yet 
not only was this the custom of the 
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Israelites, it was a custom prescribed 
them by God, so that Divine sanction 
could be pleaded for that which has the 
aspect of a most cruel and sanguinary 
proceeding. Thus again, as we have 
already hinted, it is evident, that, in 
place of perpetrating an act of great 
wickedness, Jael performed a most praise- 
worthy deed in killing the man whom 
she had offered to protect. The deed 
obtains for her the most marked appro- 
bation, and that too from God Himself, 
speaking by the mouth of the Prophetess 
Deborah. Now such cases as these are 
well deserving inquiry; indeed it is of 
the first importance, that we search out a 
satisfe-ctory . account of what appears at 
variance with the known character of 
God, representing Him as either com- 
mending or approving what is morally 
wrong. This is no point of nice and 
curious speculation; for if the Bible 
really depict God as giving Btts sanction 
to crimes, we can no longer receive it as 
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undeniably His Word. Of course, our 
attention must be chiefly bestowed on 
the particular case of Jael and Sisera, 
But we may endeavour to take occasion 
to glance, in the way of illustration, at 
similar instances to which we have re- 
ferred, whilst much which we advance 
will be generally applicable, and therefore 
may readily be transferred to any case de- 
manding explanation. At present, there- 
fore, let us confine ourselves to the history 
brought before us by the lesson for the 
day— examining in the first place what 
Jael did ; and endeavouring in the second 
place to vindicate her conduct. 

Now the facts are but few, and have 
already been adverted to in our intro- 
ductory remarks. It appears that Jael 
was the vdfe of Heber the Kenite ; and 
of Heber, we are told that he was of the 
children of Hobab, the father-in-law of 
Moses. There was thus something of an 
ancestral connexion between the family 
of Jael, and the children of Israel, to 
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which we may take occasion to refer in 
the sequel. But, notwithstanding this 
connexion, it does not appear that Heber 
took part with the Israelites — for the 
Lord had, at this time, sold the Israelites, 
for their iniquities, into the hand of 
Jabin, King of Canaan ; whereas it is said 
that " there was peace between Jabin and 
the house of Heber the Kenite". Un- 
doubtedly it was on this accoimt that 
Sisera directed his steps to the tent of 
Jael : he would not have put himself in 
the power of an enemy; but he might 
calculate on protection from one who was 
in alliance with his sovereign. And this 
aggravates what you may be disposed to 
consider as the treachery of Jael : it was 
not merely an act of hospitality, it was 
required by a solemn league, that she 
should shelter Sisera from his pursuers. 
Moreover, the circumstances of Sisera 
could scarcely fail to excite the commise- 
ration of Jael : there is always something 
very melancholy and touching in great 
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and sudden reverses : men, who are not 
ordinarily distinguished by compassion, 
can scarcely avoid feeling it, when they 
see the prosperous spoiled, in a moment, 
of all their acquisitions. In the morning, 
Sisera had had an immense army under 
his command, with nine hundred chariots 
of iron, — now he was approaching Jael's 
tent, a lonely fugitive, faint from toil, and 
tracked by inveterate foes. She comes 
out to meet him, not waiting until he 
should prefer a petition for shelter, and 
solicits him to enter the tent. " Turn in, 
my lord, turn in to me ; fear not." Thus 
encouraged, and assured of, at least, such 
protection as Jael could afford, Sisera 
entered the tent ; Jael covered him with 
a mantle, either that he might repose in 
greater comfort, or be concealed from his 
pursuers. He then asked for water, that 
he might slake his thirst ; but Jael, assi- 
duous, as it would seem, in shewing every 
kindness to her guest, opened a bottle of 
milk, and gave drink to the exhausted 
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warrior. He then requires her to stand 
at the door of the tent, that, if any one 
came to inquire whether there were a 
man there, she might answer him. No. 
It is very observable, that we are not told 
that Jael agreed to do this. She makes 
no reply. Sisera distinctly asked her to 
tell a lie in his cause : but the silence of 
Jael seems rather to indicate that her 
reverence for truth would not allow her 
to do this. 

And now comes the startling part of 
the narrative. Hitherto we have seen 
Jael as the hospitable woman, anxious to 
do all in her power for one pressed by 
calamity, and encompassed by danger. 
She has acted, as we should have expected 
any one to act who possessed the common 
feelings of humanity — more especially a 
woman, in whom we naturally look for a 
greater measure of tenderness and sym- 
pathy. But now the scene is suddenly 
changed. Placing confidence in the 
fidelity of Jael, having no suspicion of 
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treachery, and quite overcome with fatigue, 
Sisera had sunk into deep sleep, forget- 
ting for a while his disasters and perils. 
Does Jael watch him as his guardian ? Is 
she looking out from the tent, that she 
may descry the pursuers, and, if possible, 
divert them from the chase ? You would 
have expected something of this kind 
from her previous conduct. But, in place 
of this, we behold her approaching with 
the stealthy step of an assassin : her guest 
is before her, buried in profound slumber : 
the man to whom she had offered protec- 
tion, who had confided in her, and who, 
by his very sleep, threw himself more un- 
reservedly on her guardianship — can she 
abuse his confidence, can she be his mur- 
derer, after having pledged herself to his 
safety] It is even so. This Jael, this 
woman, who had just before exhibited, as 
it seemed, all the gentleness of a woman's 
heart, approaches with noiseless tread the 
slumbering warrior — a nail in one hand, 
and a hammer in the other — and, as 
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though she had been practised in the dark 
trade of the assassin, drives the nail into 
his temples, and that, too, with such force, 
that it is fastened into the ground. Hav- 
ing thus murdered her guest, she hastened 
to the tent door, that she might publish 
her exploit ; and when she saw Barak 
approach, eager in pursuing Sisera, she 
ran to meet him, like a heroine glorying 
in her triumph, and hurried him to the 
scene of assassination, as though longing, 
in place of shunning, to look upon her 
victim, exclaiming, " Come, I will shew 
thee the man whom thou seekest." 

Such ar^ the facts of the narrative; 
and they make up, you will say, as foul 
and bloody a tragedy as was ever acted 
on this theatre of crime. And yet a pro- 
phetess, a person speaking by the Spirit 
of God, declares : " Blessed above women 
shallJael, the wife of Heber, the Kenite, 
be ; blessed shall she be above women in 
the tent." The question therefore now is, 
what vindication can be offered of the 

G 
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conduct of Jael; how can we prove it 
consistent with what is known of the cha- 
racter of God, that He should pronounce 
this woman blessed, whilst her hands are 
red with the blood of one who had com- 
mitted himself to her promised protec- 
tion ? We wiU use no special pleading. 
If Jael received Sisera into her tent with 
the intention of murdering him, she must 
be left to the execration of posterity. But 
there axe, we think, plain and straightfor- 
ward reasons, from which to infer that 
Jael had no design of killing Sisera ; that 
she acted therefore with perfect honesty, 
not with atrocious duplicity, when she 
offered him shelter. What likelihood is 
there that Jael purposed to murder Sisera? 
He was not her enemy — ^for there was 
peace between her husband's family and 
the Canaanites. She had nothing to gain 
by his death; and even if she had, she 
needed only to refuse him a shelter : the 
enemy was in pursuit, and would have 
quickly overtaken the fugitive. Had she 
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wished his death ever so much, there was 
nothing for her to do but to leave him to 
his fate ; he was a doomed man, and there 
was no necessity that she should endanger 
herself to insure his destruction. For let 
it be weU observed, that the killing Sisera 
was a most dangerous undertaking for a 
lonely woman. We do not know that, 
in all the annals of daring achievement, 
you can find a bolder action. Sisera was 
probably the greatest warrior of his coun- 
try, renowned far and wide for his courage 
and success. Shall she endeavour to en- 
trap this man, one whom danger might 
render suspicious as well as desperate, and 
thus run the risk of exposing herself to 
the violence of his revenge ? Besides, if 
she succeeded so far as to engage his con- 
fidence, could she venture to attack him, 
even in his sleep 1 The almost certainty 
was, that, the moment the nail entered 
his forehead, before she could strike a 
blow, or at least such a blow as would be 
fatal, Sisera would awake, and, starting 
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suddenly up, seize the arm of the assassin, 
and deal the death intended for himself 
It would take much to make me believe 
that Jael, whatever her intrepidity, or 
whatever her bloodthirstiness, purposed 
the committing such an action, when she 
asked Sisera into her tent. The action 
was too perilous; it required too much 
of a more than masculine hardihood, or 
rather ferocity, even had there been the 
strongest inducement ; whereas there ap- 
pears to have been no inducement at all, 
but rather the reverse. We add to this, 
that, since we have only the silence of 
Jael, when she is asked by Sisera to tell a 
lie in his cause, the probability is, that she 
had a reverence for truth ; and, if so, she 
must have meant what she said, when 
she gave the invitation and the promise : 
" Turn in, my lord, turn in to me ; fear 
not." 

It is, then, in the highest degree impro- 
bable, that there was anything of preme- 
ditated treachery on the part of JaeL 
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And we make a long advance towards 
vindicating Jael, if we find reasons for 
supposing that she acted honourably and 
uprightly in inviting Sisera to her tent. 
It is one of the most repulsive things in 
her conduct, on any other supposition, 
that she came forth, with the look and 
voice of a friend, to meet the distressed 
fugitive, and that she was most officious 
in performing to him the rites of hospi- 
tality, whilst, all the while, she designed 
to stain her hands vdth his blood, and only 
watched an opportunity for completing 
her murderous project. This it is, as we 
have endeavoured to shew, which you 
have no right to charge upon Jael. The 
probabilities seem all the other way. And 
we believe, that, whatever account may be 
given of her subsequent conduct, the only 
candid construction to be put on this part 
of the narrative, is, that Jael was tho- 
roughly sincere in ofiering an asylum to 
Sisera ; that it was not with the language 
of deceit, nor in order to cloak a bloody 
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purpose, but simply in friendship of heart, 
and with the earnest desire of succouring 
a distressed man, that she invited the 
fugitive to her tent, and covered him with 
the mantle, and refreshed him with the 
milk. 

But nevertheless, you will say, she 
killed Sisera — ^whether premeditated or 
not, the murder was committed — and 
what is to be urged in extenuation of so 
barbarous a deed? This brings us to 
examine by what motive Jael was insti- 
gated, or on what principle she acted, in 
putting to death her slumbering guest. 
We reckon it the satisfactory explanation 
of her conduct, the one which removes 
every difficulty, that she was led by a 
Divine impulse, or in obedience to a 
Divine command, to take away Sisera's 
life. It is true that we are not told, as we 
are in the case of Abraham, that God 
enjoined the action, which, without such 
injunction, would have been immeasura- 
bly criminal. But we are clearly told 
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that God approved the action ; and smce 
the action in itself, and irrespective of His 
command, was a flagrant offence, we ne- 
cessarily infer, that what He approved 
He had also directed. We find Deborah 
saying to Barak, when he hesitated to go 
out to battle with the Canaanites : " Not- 
withstanding the journey that thou takest 
shall not be for thine honour; for the 
Lord shall sell Sisera into the hands of a 
woman." It is evident, therefore, that 
God had not only fixed the destruction of 
Sisera, but the exact mode in which that 
destruction should be effected : the faith- 
lessness, or hesitation, of Barak was to be 
punished by the employment of a woman 
in the perfecting the great work of the 
deliverance of Israel. And when you 
combine this announced determination of 
God, that Sisera should fall by a female 
hand, with the approbation expressed of 
the conduct of Jael, we know not what 
conclusion you can form, except that Jael 
acted by Divine commission; not from 
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revenge, or covetousness, or cruelty ; but 
altogether in obedience to an impulse, or 
precept, which she knew to be from above. 
She had probably acted from her natural 
feelings, when offering shelter to the fu- 
gitive, and giving him most hospitable 
entertainment. It was the dictate of a 
kindly spirit, that she should go out to 
meet Sisera, and endeavour to shield him 
from further injury. But when the deep 
slumber was upon him, there came an 
intimation to Jael — I cannot teU you how 
conveyed, but^drartainly in such a manner 
that there could be no doubt of its origin 
— an intimation from God, that her guest 
must die, and that, too, by her hand. 

And if such were the case — and again 
we remind you that nothing but the 
Divine command wiU explain the Divine 
approval — ^we challenge you to find, in 
all the annals of Scripture, a mightier 
display of the power of faith than was 
exhibited by Jael. You are accustomed 
to admire Abraham, and to wonder at 
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the stem fortitude of the patriarch, as he 
stretches forth his hand to slay his son. 
You do not denounce him as a murderer, 
because you know that he was expressly 
commanded by God: you only applaud 
him as a marvellous proof, how a princi- 
ple of duty may triumph over nature. 
And we call upon you to do precisely the 
same in reference to Jael. You have 
only to suppose that a Divine command 
existed in the one case as weU as in the 
other, and the faith of Jael becomes, all 
things considered, as conspicuous as that 
of Abraham. We have referred already 
to the peril of the deed which this woman 
was directed to perform. What if Sisera 
should awake, just in time to discover 
and defeat the murderous design ? It 
was likely. He seemed indeed in deep 
sleep. But, fresh as he was from the 
battle, his brain must be full of confused 
imagery ; and the least noise would startle 
him, as though his foes were at the door. 
She had but a woman's hand, and a wo- 



90 JAEL AND SISERA. 

man's strength — shall she dare to attempt 
the nailing the sleeping warrior to the 
earth ? will not her courage fail her at 
the most critical moment, enough done to 
rouse Sisera, but not to overcome ? And 
besides, why must she be the executioner ] 
There was little probability that Sisera 
could escape. In a short time the pur- 
suers must arrive; and then the foe of 
Israel would be slain without her in- 
terference. We can well believe that 
thoughts such as these crowded into Jael's 
mind. We can believe it was a moment 
of terrible perplexity, when she felt that 
she had received a commission from God, 
and considered the fearfulness of its exe- 
cution. There must have been the na- 
tural shrinking from the shedding of 
blood. There must have been the cutting 
reflection that Sisera was her guest, a^d 
that she was pledged to his defence. 
There must have been dread of his re- 
venge, if, as it would probably happen, 
she should betray her purpose, and falter 
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in its execution. But the faith of this 
woman triumphed over all that was most 
calculated to confound and dismay her. 
Like the patriarch Abraham, she stag- 
gered not through unbelief. And now, 
when she comes before you with the 
stealthy tread, and the hurried glance, 
and the implements of murder in her 
hands, you may shrink from her, as from a 
fierce vindictive being, bent upon slaugh- 
ter, and steeled against pity. But I re- 
gard her with an amazement that ap- 
proaches to veneration, because I feel 
that she is obeying a Divine command, 
when everything conspired to urge her to 
refiise: and as she plants the nail, and 
raises the hammer, and strikes the blow, I 
behold nothing but a marvellous, and 
almost unequalled victory of the principle 
of faith ; and why, then, should I be sur- 
prised, if, when the deed is done, and 
Sisera slain, I hear it proclaimed by a 
voice from Heaven : " Blessed above 
women shall Jael be" — ay, blessed for the 
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very thing described in our text : " She 
went softly unto him, and smote the nail 
into his temples, and fastened it into the 
ground"? 

There is yet another question which 
will suggest itself to your minds, of full 
as great importance as those already con- 
sidered. You may perhaps be disposed 
to allow the extreme probability, if not 
the certainty, that Jael acted on a Divine 
command, conveyed to her after Sisera 
had been admitted to her tent ; and you 
may, on this account, acquit her from the 
charges of treachery and cruelty. But 
then you will ask how it could consist 
with the character of God to issue such 
command : since murder is a crime which 
is expressly forbidden, with what pro- 
priety could He enjoin its perpetration? 
Now no one could have felt surprise, had 
Sisera perished in the battle : he was an 
oppressor of the Lord's people — what 
marvel then that he should be over- 
taken by vengeance ? Thus also with the 
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Canaanites. Their wickedness marked 
them out for extermination, just as did 
that of the inhabitants of the world before 
the flood came. So that, if, in place of 
employing the sword of the Israelites, 
God had employed a deluge or pestilence, 
we should not have had a word to say, 
but must have admitted the justice of His 
ridding the land of those by whom it was 
profaned. And could either Jael or the 
Israelites be charged with murder, be- 
cause performing by Divine command a 
just though severe action ] They were 
only the executioners of a righteous sen- 
tence; and could they, on that account, 
contract guiltiness? When the law of 
the land has condemned a man to death, 
who thinks of charging the executioner 
with njurder, because he is instrumental 
in executing the penalties of that law? 
Indeed, he as actually invades and rifles 
the sanctuary of life, as the midnight 
assassin who steals upon his victim, and 
leaves him weltering in his blood. But 
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because a competent authority has di- 
rected him to inflict death, he is no mur- 
derer, but only an obedient servant of 
the state, when he takes the life of a 
fellow-man. And surely if human autho- 
rity can thus make it an innocent thing 
to take away life, Divine authority must 
be sufficient to effect no less. The Is- 
raelites were but executioners, commanded 
by God to put His sentence in force, — 
were they then murderers'? Jael was 
but an executioner, directed by God to 
kill a condemned criminal ; and can you 
charge her with blood-guiltiness because 
she did not refuse to obey the direction ? 

You may, no doubt, ask why God 
should have employed an instrumentality, 
which, if it did not cause guilt, is never- 
theless so revolting to our feelings. We 
doubt your right to propose such a ques- 
tion ; for you are bound to believe, that, 
whatever God does. He does in the best 
possible mode. But we need not content 
ourselves with this general statement. 
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We may find reasons, in the several cases 
to which we have referred, why that par- 
ticular agency was used against which 
we feel disposed to object. In the in- 
stance of Abraham, it is seen at once, 
that the great ends, which were pro- 
posed, could not have been answered, had 
any other but the patriarch himself been 
directed to slay Isaac. The grand object 
appears to have been, to prove Abraham, 
and to teach him, through a figure, the 
mystery of redemption — an object which 
manifestly demanded that Abraham him- 
self should slay his son. In the case of 
the Canaanites, undoubtedly God might 
have made use of plague or flood, in place 
of the sword of the Israelites, and have 
equally destroyed an execrated people. 
But the destruction would not have 
conveyed to surrounding nations so im- 
pressive a demonstration of the power 
of Jehovah. For the heathen estimated 
the might of their gods by successes 
gained in war ; and if one tribe subdued 
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another, the deities of the conquerors 
were reckoned superior to those of the 
conquered. Hence, as the God of Israel 
designed to read to every neighbouring 
people an intelligible lesson of His su- 
premacy, He made the sword of His 
people irresistibly destructive ; and thus, 
by employing the battle rather than the 
pestilence, at once destroyed the wicked, 
and demonstrated His own greatness. 
And in the case of Sisera, Barak, as well 
as Jael, might have slain him ; or he 
might have fallen with his lipsts on the 
plain of Zaanaim. But, as we before ob- 
served, God had a purpose of punishing 
the timidity of Barak, by taking from him 
the honour of completing the victory ; and 
therefore he employed the woman to do 
the work of the warrior. Thus, in each 
case, there is a reason to be given why 
God employed what we think the objec- 
tionable instrumentality, rather than some 
other which must have been equally at 
His disposal. 
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And this, we will venture to afl5.rm, 
makes our argument complete. Let us 
briefly sum it up, so far as the instance of 
Jael and Sisera is concerned. It was just 
and righteous in God to determine that 
Sisera should die : Sisera had been the 
cruel oppressor of Israel ; and therefore 
was sentence passed against him by the 
Lord. The sentence having been passed, 
God had only to appoint an executioner ; 
and whosoever he might appoint, if acting 
only because thus appointed, would neces- 
sarily be blameless, nay, even praiseworthy, 
in the deed. He chose to appoint Jael — 
there being special reasons why this wo- 
man should be employed, rather than any 
other individual, whether male or female. 
And Jael had a hard task to perform, one 
demanding extraordinary faith and de- 
pendence upon God. But she performed 
it without flinching : she struck the nail, 
so that it entered into the very ground. 
And who then will deny, either that God 
did nothing at variance with the proper- 

H 
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ties of His nature, or the precepts of His 
law, in commanding Jael to put to death 
her slumbering guest ; or that Jael, in 
place of our reproach and abhorrence, 
deserves our admiration and applause, as 
a mighty heroine, standing forth to exe- 
cute the bidding of the Almighty, what- 
ever the risk, — ^yea, who will deny that it 
was altogether to have been expected 
that Jael would be pronounced " blessed 
among women" for the very deed related 
in our text, when she " took a nail of the 
tent, and an hammer in her hand, and 
went softly unto Sisera, and smote the 
nail into his temples, and fastened it into 
the ground"? 

Now it has been an endeavour to re- 
move the objections which are frequently, 
we may even say naturally, made against 
that portion of Scripture which forms 
part of the lessons for the day. We are 
not aware that we have left any point 
untouched, on which a candid mind may 
be supposed to experience some perplex- 
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ity. We have laboured to show that 
Jael was no treacherous or blood-thirsty 
woman, but an intrepid and faithful ser- 
vant of God, who shrank not from per- 
forming the Divine will, even when it 
required her to take the life of another, 
at the imminent peril of her own. And 
now, having vindicated Jael, we shall not 
hesitate to go further, and hold her forth 
as an example which it should be your 
effort to imitate. We do not merely 
mean, that, having displayed strong faith, 
and obeyed the Lord when obedience 
was beyond measure difficult, she has left 
a pattern to be followed by all who are 
summoned to special dangers and sacri- 
fices in the service of God. Over and 
above this, the case of Jael and Sisera 
has a peculiar resemblance to that of 
many, yea, even all, amongst ourselves, 
who are required by God to inflict death 
where they have offered hospitality. Just 
consider that Jael was the friend of Sisera, 
but ought to have been his enemy. There 
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should have been no peace between the 
Kenites and the oppressors of Israel, — ^ 
the foes of the Lord's people should have 
been also the foes of the kinsmen of 
Moses. And therefore Jael had received 
into her tent, and kindly entertained, one 
with whom it was wrong that she should 
be in alliance — she was bidden indeed to 
smite a companion — but a companion 
whom she ought long before to have 
shunned as an adversary. Is there no 
resemblance in this to our own circum- 
stances and conduct? We ought to be 
at war with evil passions, with carnal de- 
sires, with sinful associates — ^but, in place 
of being at war, is it not true that we 
make a league, or strike an intimacy, and 
that we offer hospitality where we ought 
to draw the sword ? 

And is it not, therefore, yet further 
true, that the very thing which God de- 
manded from Jael, he demands also from 
us — ^namely, that we smite that with which 
we are unlawfully at peace, and which is 
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sleeping, as it were, under the wing of 
our protection 1 Yea, if it be the Scrip- 
tural demand that we crucify — crucify, so 
as to employ the hammer and the nail — 
that we " crucify the flesh, with its affec- 
tioiis and lusts", then there is a vast simi- 
larity between our case and that of Jael. 
We too must put to death an enemy whom 
we have cherished and succoured. We 
too must determine that we will act the 
executioner, where we have been the 
patron and the host. We too must be 
ready to strike that which we have em^ 
braced, to pierce that which we have 
admitted, not only into our tent, but even 
into our heart. And therefore is Jael a 
great example to us, as she resolutely 
approaches the sleeping Sisera. As she 
adjusts the nail, and lifts the hammer, and 
destroys her guest, she does but repre- 
sent to us how, in the power of faith, and 
in dependence upon God, we too should 
deal with favourite habits, chosen associa- 
tions, and desired objects^ whensoever it 
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can be proved that there is peace where 
there ought to have been war. 

I counsel you, then, that you regard 
not the history, which we have been en- 
gaged in reviewing, as merely a strange 
narrative of heroism, if not of crime ; as 
only commemorating a bold deed, and a 
tragic occurrence. There is a Sisera in 
your own dwellings. There is an enemy 
with whom you have made a league — and 
whether it be a corrupt passion, a sinful 
compliance, a worldly practice, or a^camal 
pursuit, we demand from you the hammer 
and the nail, and tell you that to spare 
the foe is to kill yourselves. We ask 
from you the faith of Jael ; we ask from 
you the determination of Jael. We will 
hear nothing of the greatness of the effort, 
nothing of the peril, nothing of the close 
ties which bind you to an object. You 
cannot have as much to plead why you 
should not proceed to extremes with this 
or that opponent of your salvation, as Jael 
had why she should not smite Sisera. If 
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Christ require the cutting off a right 
hand, or the plucking out a right eye, 
whensoever it is the occasion of offence, it 
is manifest that the process of destruc- 
tion is not to be arrested by the closeness 
of our connexion with that which God's 
Word hath devoted to death. The avenger 
of blood will be speedily upon us, just as 
Barak was speedily at the tent door of 
Jael. And if it shall appear that we have 
sheltered God's enemy, that we have 
spared the lust which we were commanded 
to destroy, that we have shrunk from 
driving the naQ into the temples, because 
of the league between ourselves and our 
guest, oh, then we can only expect to be 
dealt with as Jael might have been dealt 
with, had she refused to kill Sisera, when 
bidden of God. There is a curse pro- 
nounced in the subsequent parts of the 
history, as well as that blessing upon 
Jael, whose justice it has been one chief 
object of our discourse to establish. There 
is a curse upon those who espoused the 
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cause of the adversaries of the Lord, or 
who declined to take part in their destruc- 
tion. " Curse ye Meroz, said the angel of 
the Lord, curse ye bitterly the inhabitants 
thereof, because they came not to the help 
of the Lord, to the help of the Lord against 
the mighty." Under such curse, such 
bitter curse, must all of us fall, if we will 
not be bold in endeavouring to exter- 
minate the evil which has made its home 
in our hearts. But let there be this bold- 
ness, the hammer and the aail — oh, spare 
not an attachment because it is cherished, 
nor an affection because it is dear, if it 
seduce you from God — and over you 
shall be divinely breathed words, resem- 
bling those which were breathed over 
Jael, as she drove the nail into Sisera's 
temples : '' Blessed above women shall 
Jael, the wife of Heber, the Kenite, be : 
blessed shall she be above women in the 
tent." 



SERMON IV. 



LADY-DAY, 1851. 



St. John, xix, 25. 
Now there stood hy the cross of Jesus his mother. 

It is both a common and a just remark, 
that, in avoiding one extreme, men are 
exceedingly apt to rush into the opposite. 
And the truth of this remark is certainly 
often exemplified by Protestants, who, in 
their zeal to shun everything which bears 
resemblance to Popery, may be said to 
reject not only error, but truth. They 
have so great, and so becoming, a disUke 
to the corruptions of the Roman Catholic 
Church, that they are disposed to look 
with suspicion even on what may be yet 
excellent in that body ; and it is enough 
to say of a doctrine, that it is held by the 
Papists, to insure its being looked upon 
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with some measure of suspicion. We need 
not tell you, that there is more of parti- 
zanship in this than of the love of truth, 
more of prejudice than of principle. For- 
asmuch as the Roman Church was ori- 
ginally the pure Church, though now 
sadly debased and corrupted, we may 
expect to find m her tenets disguised and 
mutilated truth, as well as open and un- 
deniable falsehood. Our business, there- 
fore, is to endeavour to sift out the truth 
- — not rashly concluding that what is 
foimd in Popery must be banished from 
Protestantism, but calmly investigating 
the grounds of every doctrine, trying ii 
by Scripture and the judgment of the 
early Church, and accepting or rejecting 
according as these guides shall furnish a 
decision. Our Reformers acted in this 
respect with singular wisdom. They tho- 
roughly felt that their business was not 
to construct a new Church, but to repair 
and restore an old, decayed in many parts, 
and buried imder rubbish in more. And 
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they therefore proceeded, with a discretion 
and a singleness of purpose, for which we 
can never be sufficiently thankful to God, 
to reject whatever the Bible and antiquity 
did not sanction, and to retain whatever 
they did ; feeling that their business was 
to wage war with error, and their danger, 
that, in rooting up the tares, they might 
root up also the wheat. 

But whilst the Reformers were thus 
careful and judicious, they could not ex- 
terminate the spirit which dictated the 
indiscriminate censure of whatever was 
Papal. And the spirit stiU survives. For 
instance, the Boman Catholics give idola- 
trous honours to the Virgin Mary, ima- 
gining her without sin, addressing her as 
an object of worship, and applying to her, 
as an intercessor with her Son, or with 
God. The Protestant, on the contrary, 
justly and indignantly refuses to join in 
this blasphemous homage, regarding the 
mother of Christ as having been of the 
tame corrupt nature with other daughters 
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of our race, and as having no power what- 
soever of procuring for us benefits, whe- 
ther spiritual or temporal. But is it not 
true, that, through fear of giving too 
much honour to the Virgin, Protestants, 
for the most part, give too little ; so that 
she is scarcely remembered in the Re- 
formed Church, because sinfully rever- 
enced in the Roman Catholic ? This has 
been through no fault of the Reformers 
themselves : for they did not fail to appoint 
services which might remind us of the 
mother of our Lord. But we have been 
so shocked at seeing Mary exalted by the 
Papists into a Mediator, endowed with 
Divine prerogatives, and crowned with 
Divine honours, that we have forgotten 
the claims which she really has on the 
affectionate homage of every believer in 
Christ. No eminent saint of whom we 
read, whether in the Old or New Testa- 
ment, is perhaps so little thought of by 
us, or so little commended, as she whom 
the Angel Gabriel was commissioned to 
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address as '^ highly favoured", " blessed 
among women". 

In proof of this, let me remind you 
that this is Lady-Day, Perhaps some of 
you are scarcely aware that Lady-Day is 
an appointed festival of our Church ; that 
the Church directs us thereon gratefully 
to commemorate that great event, the 
Annunciation by an Angel to the Virgin 
Mary, that she should be miraculously 
the mother of the long-expected Messiah, 
The term Lady-Day perhaps suggests 
no idea but that of paying or receiving 
money: few remember that ecclesiasti- 
cally the day is set apart to the celebra- 
tion of one of the chief mysteries of our 
faith, with which indeed is boimd up the 
whole sum and substance of Christianity* 
And although on most Sabbath evenings 
of the year we join in that beautiful hymn 
which commences, '^ My soul doth mag- 
nify the Lord, and my spirit hath rejoiced 
in God my Saviour", how seldom do we 
call to mind from whose lips the hymn 
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flowed : and when we utter the prophetic 
verse, " For, behold, from henceforth all 
generations shall call me blessed'V oh, 
might not conscience weU wHsper to 
many of us, that our own forgetfrdness of 
the Virgin Mary might be quoted in proof, 
that the prediction, after all, has failed to 
obtain a perfect fulfilment ? 

Now, we are fast passing through the 
season of Lent, aad approaching that 
solemn time when we are to accompany 
our Blessed Redeemer through the fearful 
scenes of his agony and passion. And in 
the midst of the weeks thus appropriated 
to acts of humiliation and penitence, when 
we ought to have continually before us 
the deep woes of our Saviour, as He 
wrought out our deliverance, we are in- 
terrupted by a summons to joy and gra- 
tulation : an angel descends to announce 
that the prophecy is about to be accom- 
plished : '' Behold, a virgin shall conceive, 
and bear a son, and shall call his name Em- 
manuel." There is something very touch- 



LADY-DAY. Ill 

ing in this meeting, so to speak, of the 
Church's anniversaries : joy and sorrow 
are singularly blended: one naturally 
thinks of what St. John states in describ- 
ing the burial of Christ : " In the place 
where He was crucified, there was a 
garden, and in the garden a new sepul- 
chre" — B, garden in the place of cruci- 
fixion, and a sepulchre in the garden; 
here we have life and death, gladness and 
grief, in much the same way combined, 
as in hours which bring with them the 
joyous salutation, "Hail, thou that axt 
highly favoured", and the piteous lament, 
'' My God, my God, why hast Thou for- 
saken me?" It should not be without 
emotions of delight, that we hear the 
announcement : " Behold, thou shalt 
conceive in thy womb, and bring forth 
a son, and shalt call his name Jesus": 
we feel that God is remembering His 
promise, and that ancient prophecy is 
about to find its fulfilment in the advent 
of the long-expected deliverer. But 
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then Lent, with its sackcloth and ashes, 
occurs to our remembrance ; and it can 
hardly be without emotions of pain and 
bitterness that we look on the meek, 
mysterious man, as an mfuriated crowd 
hurry him to the place of execution, that 
we mark the buffetings and revilings to 
which he patiently submits, that, at last 
we behold him raised up, an ignominious 
spectacle, between earth and Heaven, and 
hear, not so much from the complaints of 
the innocent sufferer, as from the groans 
of the inanimate creation, the touching 
call, " Is it nothing to you, all ye that 
pass by? Behold, and see if there be 
any sorrow like unto my sorrow, which 
is done unto me, wherewith the Lord 
hath afflicted me in the day of His fierce 
anger." But whilst undoubtedly the meet- 
ing of anniversaries may thus demand 
from us a mixture of feelings — and, truly, 
what is there strange or unwonted in 
this ? of what is human life made up, if 
not of such meetings ? are not events so 
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blended, that we have constantly to smile 
through our tears, and to sing, at one 
and the same time, of mercy and of judg- 
ment ] — ^whilst, we say, there might seem 
to be required from us opposite subjects 
of address, according as it be Lady-Day, 
or Lent, which we are considered as keep^ 
ing, it may be possible to give due vene- 
ration to the Virgin Mother, and yet not 
abstract thought from the sufferings of 
the Son. Therefore, and with this double 
view, did we choose our present text. 
We shall glance but briefly at the Annun- 
ciation : we shall then consider whether 
the Virgin Mother of our Lord must not 
have lived the life of a martyr, according 
to the prediction of the aged Simeon : 
"Yea, a sword shall pierce through thine 
own soul also"; and we shall then accom- 
pany her to the eventful scene, her place 
in which is so simply, but touchingly, 
described by St. John in the words of 
our text : " Now there stood by the cross 
of Jesus his mother." 
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Now, referring to our introductory re- 
marks on the undue honour given by the 
Papists to the Virgin, it may be for your 
advantage to observe, that, in place of 
there being any sanction in Scripture for 
extraordinary honours rendered to the 
mother of our Lord, the weight of testi- 
mony is all the other way; so that it 
would seem as if there had heen a studied 
avoidance of representing her as an object 
of respect and veneration. We do not 
know, that, in any other particular, is the 
conduct of our Lord so Kttle what we 
might have expected, or so hqrd to ex-» 
plain, as in his treatment of his mother. If 
you have read the Gospels attentively, you 
can hardly fail to have been struck with 
an apparent harshness, almost unkind- 
ness, in the deportment of Christ towards 
Mary. When, in his boyhood, he had 
tarried behind His parents in Jerusalem, 
and they, after seeking him with great 
anxiety, had found him in the Temple, 
you might have expected that the very 



LADY-DAY. 115 

touching words of his mother, "Why 
hast thou thus dealt with us ] behold thy 
fitther and I have soi^ht thee sorrowing", 
would have produced from him some 
mild and soothmg expression. But the 
answer is: "How is it that ye sought 
me ? wist ye not that I must be about my 
Father's business V Turn to the account 
of the marriage in Cana of Galilee. No 
doubt Mary presumed on her relationship 
to Christ, when she took upon her to 
mention the want of wine, and thus to 
hint at the propriety of a miracle being 
wrought. And indeed the early Fathers 
refer to the conduct of Mary on this occa- 
sion, as proving that, however excellent, 
she was not without sin, which is the 
doctrine or figment of the Koman Church. 
Yet, if Mary acted unadvisedly, or pre- 
sumptuously, you would not perhaps have 
looked for so severe a rebuke as she 
received from her Son : " Woman, what 
have I to do with thee? mine hour is not 
yet come." Thus again you read, that. 



116 LADY-DAY. 

whilst Christ was teaching the people, he 
was told that his mother and brethren 
stood without, desiring to speak with 
him. In place, however, of paying atten- 
tion to the commimication, he merely 
took occasion to do, what, under the 
peculiar circumstances, almost looked like 
putting a slight upon Mary, to declare 
that his disciples, those who did the wiU 
of his Heavenly Father, stood to him in 
the position of mother and brethren. Very 
similarly, when a woman had exclaimed, 
" Blessed is the womb which bare thee, 
and the paps which thou hast sucked", 
our Lord replied, " Yea, rather, blessed 
are they which heax the Word of God, 
and keep it." Though there is no denial 
here of the blessedness of his mother, 
there is an evident assertion that it was 
not a blessedness which was widely to 
separate her from others of our race. So 
that it is hardly possible to deny that he 
who, on other occasions, and towards even 
his enemies, manifested a most gushing 
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tenderness, — ^nothing having been more 
observable in His conduct than generous 
sympathy and love, — did nevertheless be- 
have towards his mother, if not with an 
appearance of harshness, at least with a 
studied determination not to make her 
the object of any special respect. 

And it is worth remarking, that the 
disciples of Christ, so far as we can gather 
from their writings, pursued much the 
same course ; for Mary is only once men- 
tioned in the Acts of the Apostles, and 
not once in the Epistles ; and in this soli- 
tary instance she merely comes in with 
others : " These all continued with one 
accord in prayer and supplication, with 
the women, and Mary the mother of 
Jesus." 

What are we to say to all this ? You 
cannot doubt that Christ, our example, as 
well as our teacher, in every other respect; 
must have given to his mother that 
honour and love which were due from a 
son; and yet his registered conduct in 
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reference to Mary wears an appearance, 
which it is hard to remove, of unkindness 
and sternness. We believe that the most 
satisfactory account which can be given 
of this, is, that our Lord foresaw the 
idolatrous homage which, in progress of 
time, would be rendered to the Virgin, 
and determined that there should be no- 
thing in his deportment, from which such 
homage might draw even the shadow of 
encouragement. You may all guess how 
the Romanists would have fastened even 
on the customary expressions of affection 
and esteem ; how they would have mag- 
nified every mark, had any been recorded, 
of honour paid to Mary by Christ and 
his Apostles. And it does seem to us to 
have been with the design of putting 
rebuke on those who would imduly extol 
Mary, that our Lord not only refrained 
from manifestations of reverence and love ; 
but even took, as it would seem, repeated 
occasions of treating her with what might 
have passed for severity and sternness. 
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The Papists indeed, in default of other 
Scriptural evidence, would make the words 
of the Angel, on the Annunciation which 
we this day commemorate, imply or in- 
volve an act of adoration of the Virgin. 
The words, as we translate them, are : 
** Hail, thou that art highly favoured". 
Hie Papists would translate them : " Hail, 
thou that art fuU of grace": and thus they 
make the salutation of the Angel the 
same with their " Ave, Maria", of which 
you must all have often heard, and the 
repetition of which is prescribed as a reli- 
gious act of no ordinary worth. But, to 
say nothing of the absurdity of sup- 
posing that an angel would descend from 
Heaven, to offer adoration to a mere 
human being, Mary is evidently addressed 
as " full of grace", or " much graced", 
because honoured by being chosen, from 
all the daughters of Abraham, to give 
birth to the promised seed of the woman. 
It is not so much to the personal character 
of the Virgin, as to the dignity put upon 
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her by God, that the expression of the 
Angel refers; so that we may consider 
the celestial being as saying : Hail, thou 
that art highly honoured and favoured, 
as appointed to be the mother of the 
!' desire of all nations". 
. And very great was the honour, and 
most meekly was it borne. If we can 
not join in the idolatrous homage of the 
Papist, unsanctioned as we thus shew it 
by Scripture, let us not fail to admire the 
humility and faith of the Virgin. You 
cannot need to be told how strong was 
the hope ?ind desire amongst the Jewish 
women of giving birth to the promised 
Messiah. Hence it was that the being 
childless was accounted so terrible a cala* 
mity : she who failed to be a mother was 
shut out from the possibility of fulfilling 
the predictions with which stood associ- 
ated all the glory of the nation. There 
was peculiar force in the words of our 
Lord, as applied to the daughters of 
Israel : " So soon as she is delivered of 
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the child, she remembereth no more the 
anguish, for joy that a man is bom into 
the world." The heart swelled with more 
than the emotions of a mother : " a man 
is bom into, the world"; and who shall say 
that the babe, which Hes there in its 
helplessness, may not be that Mighty One, 
of whom prophets spake, and whom seers 
beheld afar off, the leader who is to break 
every yoke from the neck of Judea, and 
advance the seed of Abraham to universal 
dominion ? And we may not doubt, that, 
in common with others of her sex and 
country, Mary longed to be the mother of 
the Messiah. Being herself of the lineage 
of David, and affianced to a man who was 
similarly descended, Mary may well have 
cherished a hope, that the promised Son 
of David would be her's. Yet no in- 
dulged hope could have been so strong as 
to have prepared her for the visit of the 
Angel. Accordingly, she is described as 
much troubled, when the radiant form 
stood before her, and announced that she 
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should be the mother of the Christ. And 
we do not suppose, taking all the circum- 
stances into the account — the miracle of 
which she must be the subject, and the 
painful thoughts which may have crowded 
into her mind at being necessarily exposed 
to great suspicion and obloquy — that Grod 
had ever made a communication, the 
believing which required so vast an eflfort 
of faith. Surely the Virgin wiU express 
some hesitation, some fear, some anxiety. 
But no : it seems to have been enough for 
her that the message was clearly from 
above : without a pause, asking only one 
question, without a moment's reluctance, 
by a mighty act of faith, she took God at 
His word, expected its fulfilment, and left 
Him to make clear her innocence. She 
meekly said : " Behold the handmaid of 
the Lord : be it unto me according to thy 
word." 

^ Take into account, as we have just said, 
all the circumstances, and there are not in 
the Bible more admirable words, woids 
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more expressive of thorough acquiescence, 
of iincalculating submission, of imques- 
tionable confidence. Ask me to point out 
a saint displaying extraordinary faith, 
and that, too, under circumstances most 
adapted to perplex and confound, and — 
considering the age, the sex, the condition 
— I would rather direct you to Mary, ex- 
pecting her son Jesus, than to Abraham, 
offering up his son Isaac. No doubt, 
there is far less of apparent effort in the 
one case than in the other : there is not 
in the achievement of the Virgin the con- 
spicuous courage and fortitude, which 
you mark in that of the Patriarch. But 
nevertheless, when you consider what the 
two were, what they had to believe, what 
to endure, you will hardly, we think, 
question the accuracy of the decision, that, 
in the secresy of the Virgin's chamber, 
there was won a yet more signal moral 
trimnph, than evi on the ^t of 
Moriah, when the father's hand was lifted 
up to slay -the child of promise. And 
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Papists may offer extravagant and blas- 
phemous homage to the Virgin — ^we will 
not join them in such offering : we would 
as soon render it to Abraham, to Moses, 
to Paul, to any of the worthies who 
signalized themselves by faith, and be- 
queathed their memories as a rich legacy 
to the Church. Such homage assumes, at 
the least, that M^xy was free from all sin, 
thus making her birth as mysterious as 
that of her Son — ^whereas we unreservedly 
hold that in nothing was Mary distin- 
guished from other women, but in superior 
sanctity, and stronger faith. But, if we 
cannot go with the Papist, we can yet 
yield due honour to the Virgin. . We can 
signal her out from the throng of those, 
whose histories may put to shame our 
degenerate piety, and hold her up as 
worthy of a chief place in our comme- 
morations, so long as fine heroism, and 
calm determination, and beautiful meek- 
ness, and lofty faith, can command the 
admiration of the disciples of Christ. For 
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in the account which has been read to you 
in the Gospel of the day, you have indica- 
tions of a chaxacter, in which all that is 
most noble in intrepidity blended with all 
that is most graceful in humility, in which 
the firmness of the martyr combined with 
the timidity of the recluse, the confidence 
which can brave the frowns of the world 
with the sensitiveness which can shrink 
from a glance, the faith which counts 
nothing impossible to God with the gen- 
tleness which would not meet the least 
difficulty except in His strength. Yes, in 
her who could meekly bow the head at so 
amazing an announcement as the Angel 
had brought, leaving it with God to efiect 
the miracle, send His Son through her 
into the world without spot of sin, and 
yet defend herself against obloquy and 
shame, you have the workings of a faith 
nobly adequate to such a life of distress 
and anguish as that of Mary must have 
been, a life which brought her at last to 
the unimaginable woe of the scene de- 
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scribed in our text : " There stood by the 
cross of Jesus his mother." 

But are we right in supposing that 
Mary's life must have been one of great 
suffering, so that she is to be admired as 
a martjrr, as well as for the manner 
wherein she received the announcement 
which the Church, on this day, comme- 
morates? Now we have no direct in- 
formation as to Mary's amount of know- 
ledge, in regard to the office of that Being 
whom she had been privileged to bear. 
We cannot doubt that she recognized in 
him the promised Messiah, whom pro- 
phets and kings had longed to see, and 
with whose coming were bound up the 
most ardent hopes of her nation. But we 
may well doubt whether she had clearer 
;riews than others who saw in him the 
Christ, as to the nature of the work which 
He had undertaken upon earth. Simeon 
had spoken of him as a " light to lighten 
the Gentiles, and the glory of thy people 
Israel." But it is immediately subjoined : 
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" And Joseph and his mother marvelled 
at those things which were spoken of 
him." They appear not to have been 
prepared for such a description of Christ's 
oflB.ce, and, when it was given, to have 
found it inexplicable. When Christ had 
made the answer already quoted, on being 
found with the doctors in the Temple, we 
read of his parents : " And they under- 
stood not the saying which he spake unto 
them." Afterwards, indeed, we are told, 
" His mother kept all these sayings in 
her heart": but whilst this proves that 
Mary pondered what she heard, laid it up 
as food for meditation, it does not shew 
that she attained to any accurate appre- 
hension of the dread and solemn oflBce 
with which Christ was engaged. We 
ought, perhaps, therefore to conclude, 
that, like the disciples of Christ, His 
mother had but erroneous and darkened 
notions of what Messiah had to do ; that, 
with them, her mind was confused by 
dreams of temporal sovereignty, and was 
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but ill prepared for the scorn and igno- 
miny which entered so largely into his 
portion. 

And who shall venture to tell us what 
the feelings of Mary must have been, as 
she saw her son, notwithstanding the mi- 
racles which he wrought, obtaining but 
few adherents, and those too from amongst 
the lowest of the people ; centering gra- 
dually upon himself all the malice and 
power of an infidel nation, and at last 
delivered up to the Romans, and crucified 
as a malefactor ? There is no need that 
we inquire whether there be truth in what 
some hjave said, that Mary was actually 
amongst those who died by the sword of 
persecution. Even as the whole life of 
the Redeemer, and not merely its last 
doleful scene, was but one act of martyr- 
dom, because, from first to last, he was a 
" sign spoken against" by men, so may 
we affirm of Mary, that she must have 
been a martyr, from the moment at least 
when her Son entered on his ministry; 
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for, ever after, the contradiction of sin- 
ners waxed louder and louder : and what 
could it have been to the mother, if not a 
perpetually galling and lacerating thing, 
disappointing her most cherished expecta- 
tions, and suggesting the most terrible 
fears ? We must not judge of her merely 
as a mother— though, merely as a mother, 
who shall tell us the intenseness of her 
agony, as she saw the son of her affec- 
tions " despised and rejected of men", 
" a man of sorrows and acquainted with 
grief"? — ^we must remember that she was 
a mother as none other had ever been, 
none other shall ever be ; so that it was 
the son of God Himself who had hung 
upon her breast, and she had thought her- 
self privileged to give birth to one who 
was to lead Israel to triumph, whereas 
she now saw Israel consigning him to 
shame. 

But without attempting to follow the 
martyr — ^for such we will call her, mar- 
tyrdom having been as actual and as fierce 

K 
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as in any more conspicuous case of physi- 
cal torture — ^without attempting to follow 
her through her long series of endurances, 
let us accompany her to one scene, the 
scene to which Lent is introductory, the 
scene presented by the words of our text 
It is the mount of Calvary to which we 
would lead you, — oh that ye may ap- 
proach the place with broken and with 
contrite hearts. Behold the man ! He 
has been scourged, buffeted, and spat 
upon : a purple robe has been put on him 
in mockery, and he has been crowned 
with thorns. Now he is brought forth, 
sinking beneath the weight of his cross : 
he is urged forward by the blood-thirsty 
multitude; and at length, painfully ex- 
hausted, yet uttering no word of reproach, 
he reaches the place of crucifixion. And 
now he is nailed to the cross, as it Uqs 
extended on the groimd : then the whole 
is lifted up, so as to cause the sufferer 
the most excruciating torments ; and still, 
though you might have thought that so 
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piteous a spectacle would have melted 
hearts of stone, he is "a sign that is 
spoken against"; "for all they that see 
me laugh me to scorn: they shoot out 
the lip, they shake the head, saying, He 
trusted in the Lord that He would de- 
liver him : let Him deliver him, seeing 
he delighted in Him". But some there 
are, even amid that infuriated multitude, 
who are sorely stricken at the sufferings 
of this innocent victim. The eye of the 
Redeemer seems to fix on two weeping 
figures, — ^who are these who can engage 
his attention at such a moment of unut- 
terable anguish, unutterable achievement? 
What can draw off his mind, we will not 
say from the contemplation of his unex- 
ampled endurance, but from that of the 
stupendous results which are about to 
follow from the awful sacrifice, the re- 
conciliation of the whole world to God, 
and the opening of the kingdom of Hea- 
ven to all believers? These are his mother, 
and John, the beloved disciple. Love was 
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stronger than courage; or, rather, love 
inspired courage. The weak woman, and 
the apostle of tenderness, these stood close 
by the cross, when the rash and the dar- 
ing had fled. Oh, who shall tell us what 
that mother felt 1 who shall describe what 
her emotions would have been, even had 
she thoroughly known what her Son was 
accomplishing by death ? how much less, 
what they must have been, when possibly 
she saw nothing in his death but the 
destruction of her fondest and most pre- 
cious hopes ? She has waited at the foot 
of the cross, eager to catch the last looks, 
and the last words, of him, wjiom it is 
little to say she loved with more than 
woman's love — so mysterious and awful 
must have been her afiection; and now 
the fearful tragedy is almost at a close, 
and the dying man has not seemed to 
notice her presence. But then it is 
that Jesus, seeing " his mother, and the 
disciple standing by whom he loved", 
saith unto his mother, " Woman, behold 
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thy son: then saith he to the disciple, 
Behold thy mother." 

I hardly know whether even these words 
do not corroborate what we before ad- 
vanced as to a studied carefulness, on the 
part of Christ, to avoid giving ground for 
any undue homage to the Virgin. You 
could scarcely have been surprised, had 
our Lord endeavoured to cheer, by a few 
kindly expressions, the weeping being 
who had borne him, and who now stood, 
in unutterable grief, at the foot of his 
cross. But we will not insist on this. 
We will only ask you whether you think 
that the words actually spoken could have 
been words of comfort to Mary ? Indeed 
they are exquisitely beautiful, as prov- 
ing the thc^htfolness of Christ for his 
mother, when you might have supposed 
him so occupied with his mighty under- 
taking on behalf of this Creation, as to 
have had no moment to give to a sorrow- 
ing individual. Yet, if ever words went 
cuttingly to a human heart, these must 
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have been as a sword to that weeping 
woman. If she had entertained a linger- 
ing hope that Christ would yet triumph 
over his enemies, and remain to bless his 
friends, these words must have destroyed 
it. For, by providing for her, so to speak, 
another son, committing her to the care of 
another, did not Christ tell her, but too 
clearly and emphatically, that she was 
losing him altogether; that, even if he 
rose jfrom the dead, it would not be to 
renew the sweet intercourses of earthly 
affection? Yet, the last words which 
Christ addressed to his mother, though 
we may allow them to have, been words 
overflowing with tenderness, must have 
cut that mother to the quick. And we 
need adduce nothing further in evidence 
that Mary herself may justly be regarded 
as having had martyrdom to undergo, at 
least at the awful time of our Lord's cru- 
cifixion; and that, as we admired her 
for the faith and the meekness wherewith 
she received the announcement that the 
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Christ should be her son, so ought we to 
admire in her the courage and the con- 
stancy of one who is led up to the scaffold, 
or fastened to the stake, as a confessor for 
God and for truth, when we read the 
simple, plaintive, statement of our text : 
" Now there stood by the cross of Jesus 
his mother." 

But let us not conclude our attempt to 
blend into one subject of discourse the 
event, which Lady-Day commemorates, 
and the events to whose anniversaries 
Lent is introductory, without observing 
the connexion between the two, and the 
indispensableness of the one in order to 
the worth of the other. It is virtually to 
contend for aU that is distinguishing in 
Christianity, for all that makes Christian- 
ity something more than natural religion, 
with only a higher toned morality, and 
loftier sanctions, to contend that our 
Saviour, though bom of a woman, had no 
human father. On the truth of the an- 
nouncement, made, as on this day, by the 
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Angel Gabriel to Mary, depends the virtue 
of the sacrifice offered by Christ upon 
Calvary. The question involved in this 
truth, is the question of the perfect purity 
of Christ Jesus as man — ^not the question 
of his freedom from actual sin, but the 
question of his freedom from original 
sin — ^not the question, whether he ever 
yielded to corrupt inclinations, but the 
question, whether he possessed any corrupt 
inclinations : and if you know anything 
of the scheme of our redemption, you 
must know that the one of these questions 
is to the full as important as the other ; 
that, if there could be fastened on the 
Mediator the slightest taint — though it 
were only a taint derived from the guilt of 
a forefather, and never suffered to com- 
municate the least taint to the practice — 
there is an end at once to the doctrines of 
a meritorious obedience, and an expiatory 
sacrifice: we are left to make our own 
peace with God, and without one jot of 
power for the making it. But with the 
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assurance that our Lord and Saviour was 
" conceived of the Holy Ghost"; that the 
" Word was made flesh" by a miraculous 
act; and that therefore Christ, though 
" man of the substance of his mother", 
and deriving jfrom her the innocent in- 
firmities of our nature, derived none of 
its sinful propensities— oh, we can feel 
that he was indeed " a lamb without ble- 
mish and without spot"; we can build 
with thorough confidence on the doctrine 
that " He put away sin by the sacrifice of 
Himself." Lady-Day supplies what is 
wanting to make Good Friday, for which 
Lent is preparing us, of any avail; and 
the having to turn thought on both anni- 
versaries at one and the same time, does 
but remind us of the combination of facts, 
the perfect purity of the human nature of 
Christ, and therefore its perfect fitness to 
be presented as an offering for the sins of 
the world. Depart, then, jfrom the House 
of God, rejoicing that the prophecy was 
fulfilled : " Behold, a virgin shall conceive. 
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and bear a son" — ^yet smiting on your 
breasts in deep repentance of the wicked- 
ness which could only be expiated by the 
death of one whose birth proved him to 
be the Son of the Highest. 

But take also another lesson. Mary, 
no doubt, had poverty to struggle with : 
she was not placed in any conspicuous 
post, where great things were to be done 
or endured for God. Yet living a lowly 
life, performing the every-day duties 
which devolve on the members of strait- 
ened families, duties on which there is 
nothing to throw splendour, and which 
seem little favourable to deep spirituality, 
did Mary grow so rich in the graces of 
piety as to be fitted for the highest honour 
which God had in store for woman. 
After this, let no one repine at not being 
called to eminent station, as though it 
were necessary to be great in oflB.ce, in 
order to the being great in the virtues or 
rewards of religion. The highest rewards 
may be missed by those who have the 



LADY-DAY. 139 

highest duties to perform, and obtained 
by those who have the lowest. Oh then, 
labour, all of you, diligently in your ap- 
pointed spheres, content, if it be God's 
will, to pass through life insignificant and 
unknown, but animated by the blessed 
assurance that you may shine hereafter as 
stars in the firmament, and receive a 
crown which fadeth not away. 



SERMON V. 



SEEKING GOD EARLY, 



Pboyerbs, vni, 17. 

/ love them that love mey and those that seek nu 

early shall find me, 

I WOULD not that the young amongst my 
hearers should pass through this season 
of Lent, without receiving some word of 
exhortation, more especially adapted to 
their circumstances. My present sermon 
shall, therefore, in a great degree, be 
adapted to the young, though not in such 
measure as to pass by other classes. The 
text presents evidently appropriate topics. 
We shall not preface our discourse on 
these words, with any examination as to 
who the speaker is by whom they are 
uttered. The general opinion of the 
Church has been, that it is Christ, the 
everlasting Son of the Father, who, un- 
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der the personification of the Divine 
wisdom, speaks throughout this eighth 
chapter of the Book of Proverbs. We 
shall assume, without hesitation, that it 
is a person of the Godhead who here 
addresses the children of men ; but our 
statements will not be affected by whe- 
ther it be the first or the second. 

We ought however to remark, since we 
have chosen the text on account mainly 
of its suitableness to the young, that there 
is but one word in the Hebrew, answer- 
ing to the two " seek early" which occur 
in our translation. Possibly the version 
might not be incorrect, if it stood, ^' Those 
that seek Me shall find Me"; and then we 
should have the same truth expressed, 
only with less limitation, no season being 
given as more favourable to seeking than 
another. Still, in the judgment of emi- 
nent critics, the single Hebrew word does 
not so much denote seeking in general, 
as seeking at the dawn or beginning of a 
day. And our translators would there- 
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fore appear to have been justified in 
adding the word "early", and thus not 
inaking the promise so general as to con- 
tradict, which it certainly then would, 
other portions of Scripture. For if it 
were unreservedly declared that those who 
seek God shall find Him, we should have 
difficulty in explaining passages which 
represent God as withdrawmg Himself 
from those who are only driven to the 
inquiring after Him by some great emer- 
gence; and excuses might be formed 
from the declaration, for postponing to a 
more convenient season attention to the 
high duties of religion. We shall, there- 
fore, consider thatj the word " early" has 
been rightly introduced, so that the pro- 
mise in question belongs especially to the 
young, to whom, as we have stated, it is 
now our wish more particularly to speak. 
Let us begin then with noting the 
assertion, "I love them that love Me". 
It might be inferred from such words, 
that man must love God, as a preliminary 
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or condition to God's loving man. If 
none but those who love God axe to ob- 
tain the love of God, you might argue 
that it is on man's side that love first 
begins, and thus represent the love of 
God as itself an effect rather than a cause. 
Whereas we are assured that the very 
reverse is matter of fact ; that God's love 
of man must in every case precede man's 
love of God, yea, be, in some way or 
another, its chief producing cause. It is 
the express assertion of St. John, " We 
love Him, because He first loved us". 
And indeed, had not God loved us as 
enemies, loved us when there was nothing 
upon earth but hostility towards Him- 
self, it is very evident that there would 
never have been the great scheme of re- 
demption: that scheme originated in God's 
love for the world : the Scriptural account 
is, " God so loved the world, that He gave 
His only begotten Son, that whosoever 
believeth in Him should not perish, but 
have eternal life". 
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Neither is it only as the originating 
cause of our redemption, that we may re- 
fer to Divine love as preceding all human. 
There is no natural power in men of lov- 
ing God ; and even when St. John gives 
God's first loving us as the producing 
cause of our loving God, the saying is 
not to be interpreted as though mani- 
festations of Divine kindness wakened na- 
turally in our hearts emotions of affection. 
Indeed, you cannot be ignorant how com- 
monly it is thought that God is too great, 
and too far removed, to be an object of 
love: those who will own all His good- 
ness, as exhibited, in a thousand ways, in 
the visible creation, will yet represent 
Him as to be reverenced or feared, but 
will regard His being loved as the sug- 
gestion only of presumption, or as belong- 
ing only to an imattainable piety. If you 
speak of what takes place between man 
and man, there is confessedly a power in 
bestowed benefit, and exhibited kindness, 
of producing attachment : it has passed 
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into a proverb, that love begets love ; and 
there are few who can feel indifferent to 
those who are manifesting towards them 
a watchful affection. And therefore the 
love of one may be given as the cause of 
the love of another, on the principle that 
the consciousness of being the object of 
regard, has a direct tendency to the gene- 
rating regard; that to speak of loving 
another, because he first loved us, is only 
to assign manifestations of good will as 
possessed of a native power of exciting 
good will. 

But there is an end of all this usual 
process, when the benevolent party, the 
party fraught with affection, is not man, 
but God. There is not one of you who 
can look abroad upon the landscape, or 
consider the succession of seasons, or ob- 
serve the abounding provision for every 
living thing, without acknowledging the 
workings of infinite benevolence. He 
cannot recount the incidents of a single 
day, without testifying to a gracious and 

L 
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ever active Providence. But, neverthe- 
less, it is not true of any one of you, that 
he wiU love God, just because every thing 
around proves that God loves him. It 
would seem as if all that susceptibility, 
which is in vigorous play whilst a fel- 
low-creature manifests kindness, were de- 
stroyed so soon as the Creator comes 
forward to load with benefits: there is 
no answering emotion, no awakened sen- 
sibility : and if it be because God hath 
first loved us, that we are brought to love 
God, the expression must be differently 
understood from when applied to a case 
of mere human attachment. And the 
truth is, that our love of God is nothing 
else but the refiection of God's love to 
us : it is in no sense an earthly produc- 
tion, but is heavenly every way, birth, 
and nurture, and end, and feature. God 
must first love us, so as not merely to 
surroimd us with mercies, and not merely 
to make arrangements which render pos- 
sible our salvation, but so as to enter 
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into our souls, and there reimpress His 
own image, producing, what we naturally 
have not, a sense of His love, and thus ex- 
citing our love in return. As we breathe, 
because God hath breathed into us the 
breath of life, we love, because God hath 
kindled in us the flame of affection ; so 
that there can be no genuine love of God, 
except as a result of the renewal of na- 
ture; and when we love Him, it is be- 
cause He hath n^ade us in a measure 
like Himself, destroyed the native en- 
mity, and implanted feelings which tend 
upwards, as to their centre and their 
home. 

And we are very anxious that you 
should rightly understand what produces 
love of God, that you may not think to 
produce this love in yourselves, without 
reference to His converting and renovat- 
ing grace. You cannot make yourselves 
love God : it is God alone Who can make 
you love God : and when it is said that 
He loves them that love Him, you must 
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not suppose that a condition is given, 
which you are to perform in order to at- 
tract towards you His love: it is only 
meant, that those who yield to the affec- 
tionate solicitations which He is continu- 
ally addressing to all, and open to Him 
the hearts at which He perpetually knocks, 
become thereby objects of His peculiar 
regard, and are beloved as children who 
have returned to His embrace. He loves 
us before we love Him ; and if there were 
not His love to originate, in every sense, 
ours, there is no human being who would 
ever feel towards Him as a son to a 
father. But when we answer to His love, 
becoming new creatures through obeying 
the motions of His Spirit, and therefore 
having the affections purified and recti- 
fied, so that they fasten themselves once 
more on the infinite and invisible, then, 
as though He had not loved us before, so 
endearing is the relationship into which 
we are brought. He speaks in the lan- 
guage of the text, " I love them that love 
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Me." And you are not to content your- 
selves with the fact that God loves you : 
you must see whether it be with the 
love of which those are the objects 
who also love God. For the love, of 
which you are the objects whilst you 
do not love God, is indeed a wonderftd 
love — ^witness the broad canopy which it 
hath irradiated above you ; witness the 
rich carpet which it hath spread upon 
the earth ; witness the death of the Re- 
deemer ; witness the hope of immortality. 
Yes, a wonderful love : but we will tell 
you in what most wonderftd, according to 
the conception of such creatures as our- 
selves — ^in that it can permit the misery, 
the everlastmg misery, of those on whom 
it has been fixed, but in whom it has 
failed to excite love in return. And as- 
suredly this will not satisfy you. You 
must wish to be so loved as to be saved ; 
aad that love it is which is promised in 
our text. 

But how is this to be attained ? We 
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cannot make ourselves love God : of what 
use then is it to urge on us whether the 
duty or the advantage of giving Him our 
hearts? Ah, let the young, especially, 
take heed how they urge the safety of 
doing nothing, from what they hear as to 
their not having the power in themselves. 
I know that you cannot make yourselves 
love God. But you may think over the 
proofs of His love. You may do as you 
would towards a human parent, if you 
felt that you were deficient in affection, — 
recount the acts of tenderness, the bene- 
fits, and indulgences, which you had 
received; and reflect on your baseness, 
your ingratitude, in hot requiting such 
love with love. You are just in the posi- 
tion, with regard to your heavenly Father, 
in which a child would be with respect to 
his earthly, if he were removed out of his 
sight, and placed amongst strangers, to 
whom he was tempted to give all his 
heart. What could he do, to preserve or 
recover in himself due affection for his 
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parents ? Why, he might dwell on many 
proofs of tender and unwearied love. He 
might recall the instructions which he 
had received, all eloquent of patient soli- 
citude; the morning and the evening 
prayer; the smile which was on the 
father's face when he did right, and the 
tear which was in the mother's eye when 
he did wrong. He might think on the 
parting scene, and the parting blessing, 
which was looked rather than spoken — 
so fuU were the hearts of his parents ; 
and he might handle the Uttle mementos 
of the home and the friends he was leav- 
ing — ^perhaps the portrait of a mother, 
perhaps a Bible inscribed by a father; 
and he might read, again and again, the 
letters which had followed him to a far 
land, assuring him that many and fond 
thoughts were given to the absent, and 
commending him to that Providence 
which gathers alike all countries under 
its guardianship. 

There might be much the same process 
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in regard of your Heavenly Father. You 
may think of the unnumbered blessings 
received at God's hands. You may call 
to mind how He has watched over you, 
and borne with you, and laboured to bring 
you to Himself. You may look at His 
picture, as enamelled in the verdure, or 
outlined by the stars. You may read His 
letters, letters written in the blood of His 
Son Jesus Christ, all assuring you of the 
tenderness of His love, and of His long- 
ings for your everlasting happiness. We 
can believe that a child, who carefully 
recalled, as we have here described, the 
sweet images of home, would find affection 
towards his parents revived or invigorated. 
And though we do not say that your 
doing what we have mentioned with re- 
ference to God will make you love God, 
we can feel that you would thereby be 
putting yourselves in the way of receiving 
those influences which can alone change 
the heart. It could hardly fail, but that, 
from thinking over the proofs continually 
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received of God's love, from surveying 
and handling the mementos of more than 
parental tenderness with which you are 
surrounded, you would be led to reproach 
yourselves for your indifferenpe towards 
God; and that then you would be con- 
scious of an impulse to prayer, prayer 
which is the child's letter to our Father 
that is in Heaven : and oh, if you be only 
brought, in a spirit of contrition for past 
neglect, to beseech God to take away the 
heart of stone, and give that of flesh, you 
will not be "far jfrom the Kingdom of 
Heaven"; you will not be far from being 
numbered with those who may draw com- 
fort from these beautiftd words : " I love 
them that love me." 

But we will now turn to the other 
clause of my text, which is yet more dis- 
tinctly addressed to the young, or which 
intimates that their's is the period of life 
at which God may successfully be sought : 
" Those that seek me early shall find me." 
We do not argue from this, that, if God 
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have not been sought early, it is in vain 
to seek Him late. God may have been 
forgotten in youth and in manhood : even 
old age may have come on an individual, 
and found him unmindful of his Maker : 
but we still exhort him to seek, and we 
still tell him that it is not impossible but 
what he may find. But, nevertheless, the 
explicit promise is to them that seek God 
early; and we may not therefore doubt 
that there are advantages to those who 
begin in their youth, which will always 
widely remove their case from that of 
others who give their first years to the 
world. It is not needful, however, that 
we should confine ourselves strictly to the 
exhibiting this truth. It rather becomes 
us to array before the yoimg the motives 
which should conspire to the urging them 
to an immediate attention to the things 
which belong unto their peace, that so 
they may, if possible, be brought to the 
seeking: God early, and therefore to the 
finding Him, accokmg to Hfa promi«. 
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And first we must notice the acknow- 
ledged, though practically forgotten fact, 
that the life of the young is as uncertain 
as that of the old, and that health and 
strength axe no security against the speedy 
approaches of death. God calls upon you, 
accordingly, to seek Him early, that is, 
now. But why now ? Why not after a 
little longer forgetfulness, after a little 
more time given to the amusements of 
the world ] Why, but because many of 
you have seen brothers or sisters taken 
away, whose prospect of life was at least 
as good as their own ] Why, but because 
all of you, if you will go into churchyards, 
and read the inscriptions on tomb-stones, 
may learn that, from the infant of a day 
to the veteran of a hundred years, there is 
the same exposure to death, so that no 
age gives exemption, just as no rank? 
And therefore you axe to seek God early, 
to seek Him, that is, now ; — ^now is the 
only moment of which you can be sure ; 
and shall you not give the only moment 
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of which you can be sure, to the only 
work which it is indispensable you should 
perform ? 

It is thus on the uncertainty of life that 
we ground our first argument, in proving 
to the young the importance of their act- 
ing on the precept, which is conveyed 
through the promise of the text. And 
yet we ahnost despair of working on them 
by any such argument. We cannot hide 
from ourselves, that liability to death is so 
conmion-place a topic, that it can hardly 
be so treated as to arrest men's attention. 
Indeed it is common-place ; but, because 
common-place, important and awful. We 
must ply the young with the argument, 
whatever our fears that they wUl not allow 
it due weight. You cannot be certain 
that you have another day to live. I have 
seen, and every minister may have seen, 
young persons on the Sabbath full of 
health and strength, and, before the next 
Sabbath, been called on to see them die. 
And if this may be, will you run the risk 
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of dying without having sought God? 
Will you dare to take the chances, and 
defer attention to religion, when you 
know that it is eternity which is at stake, 
and that you are hazarding on a breath 
your everlasting portion ? Oh, let not the 
shades of those who have died young 
hover round you in vain. Let not the 
voices of the many, who daily perish in 
their prime, admonish you in vain. Let 
not the tears of fathers and mothers, fol- 
lowing their children to the grave, be 
poured forth in vain. You have no char- 
ter of exemption, no monopoly of life. 
The pining consumption, the fierce fever, 
the fatal accident, these have reaped vast 
harvests amongst those of your own age, 
and, stiU insatiable, are craving new vic- 
tims. And therefore be ye warned to do 
that at once which delay may prevent 
your being able to do at all. Be ye not 
guilty of the incalculable folly of thinking 
that it will be time enough, when you are 
a little older, to give heed to the salvation 
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of the soul ; whereas you may be already 
on the border Ime of life, with only a step 
between yourselves and death. Oh, rather 
determine, in the strength of the living 
God, that you will instantly abjure the 
fascinations of a world that lieth in wick- 
edness ; that you wUl devote yourselves to 
prayer, to the study of the Scriptures, to 
the practice of Christian duties ; for there 
is a summons from our churchyards, 
crowded with the young, from the Heaven 
that is above, which has gathered into its 
bosom many who had not numbered more 
years than yourselves, and from the hell 
that is beneath, whose torments have 
overtaken many who seemed as secure as 
you of lengthened days ; and this simi- 
mons urges you to seek God at once : this 
summons is but the echo of our text: 
" They that seek me early shall find me." 
But it would be a great mistake, were 
you to think that immediate attention to 
the duties of religion is desirable only be- 
cause life is imcertain. If you could get 



SEEKING GOD EARLY. 159 

quit of the likelihood of dying young, and 
could insure yourselves many years upon 
earth, we should press on you with the same 
earnestness the early seeking of the Lord. 
It is upon this that the text is most em- 
phatic ; for if it do not exclude those from 
the possibility of finding who only seek 
late, at least it distinctly implies that they 
will have much greater difficulty than had 
they sought early. We axe weU aware 
what feeling is uppermost in the minds of 
the young, when they think they may 
safely reckon on long additions to life. 
It seems to them as though no harm could 
arise from delay, and they might, with 
perfect safety, enjoy the world a little 
longer, tasting more of its pleasures, 
before giving themselves to what they 
falsely call the austerities of religion. 
Indeed, if such be your description, you 
reckon in utter ignorance of the real state 
of the case. You suppose that one time 
will be as fitted as another, late as early, 
for seeking the Lord ; and that, provided 
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you live, repentance will be as much 
within your power twenty or thirty years 
hence as it is now. But this is a suppo- 
sition for which there is no warrant. I 
am always much struck by the saying of 
an old writer : " God has indeed promised 
that He wiU, at all times, give pardon to 
the penitent ; but I do not find that He 
has promised that He will, at all times, 
give penitence to the sinful." And you 
cannot repent, except through the grace 
and Spirit of the Almighty — ^which grace, 
and which Spirit, though now ready to 
assist you, may be withheld from you 
hereafter, and probably will be, if you 
insult God by an actual determination of 
giving the best years of life to the world, 
and then the dregs to Him. By continu- 
ing in sin, you form habits which wiU 
strengthen into task-masters, and which^ 
when you are old, will be well-nigh irre- 
sistible. You grieve and quench that 
Holy Spirit, without which it is as impos- 
sible for you to turn unto God, as for the 
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dead body to perform the functions of the 
living. You store up a seared conscience, 
and a hardened heart, and all the material 
of insensibility, for the very time at which 
you purpose to be in earnest in religion. 
We despair not, as we before hinted, of 
any man at any age. We preach the 
Gospel, we offer forgiveness, to the grey- 
headed as well as the stripling, to those 
who, at most, can have but few sands in 
the hour-glass, as well as to others who 
may probably, as yet, have the great mass 
unexhausted. But we cannot conceal 
from ourselves how small is the likelihood 
of our producing any moral impression on 
those who have grown old in forgetfulness 
of God. We know not so unpromising a 
subject of moral attack as an aged sinner, 
always supposing him to have heard the 
Gospel in his youth. In pleading with 
him, we have to plead against habits which 
have become part of his nature, to act on 
a conscience which has been so long tor- 
pid that it seems incapable of being 

M 
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roused, and to excite affections, of which, 
for years, there has been so little exercise 
that we might almost doubt the existence. 
And it is the growing into this morally 
withered and deadened estate, which the 
young amongst you dare to propose, when 
deferring to after years the turning into 
the paths of wisdom and righteousness. 
We therefore plead against the resolution, 
not only by the probabilities of an early 
death and a disastrous eternity. We are 
not satisfied with calling up the multitudes 
of those who have perished in their prime, 
and who, therefore, warn you of the mad- 
ness of expecting long life. We give you 
all the benefit of the supposition, that you 
will reach the fulness of manhood, and 
even pass through it to old age. But we 
meet you, in the evening of your days, 
when the gathering gloom, and the 
lengthening shadows, incontestibly prove 
that the night is at hand. And there we 
find you so confirmed in worldly-minded- 
ness, so impervious to attack, so inveterate 
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in the love and practice of evil, so en- 
feebled by the indulgence of your passions, 
so incapacitated for every work of self- 
denial, that preaching to you seems like 
preaching to the stone, and nothing but 
the compulsion of duty can bind us to a 
task apparently hopeless. The grave then, 
hollowed out for the youthful, has a start- 
ling and piercing voice: but so also has 
old age, the very season which you think 
to devote to the great business of religion 
— ^yea, old age calls to you, by its shat- 
tered powers, by its crushed affections, by 
its tottering limbs, by its apathy, by its 
insusceptibility to moral impressions. Seek 
ye the Lord whilst ye may yet seek Him 
early ; for indeed it may well come to pass 
that those only who seek Him early shall 
find Him. 

We would yet further observe, in con- 
firmation, or for illustration, of this latter 

« 

argument, that, when the wise man else- 
where calls on you to remember your 
Creator in the days of your youth, he 
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adds : " When the evil days come not, nor 
the years draw nigh, when Thou shalt 
Qay, I have no pleasure in them." We 
need hardly tell you, that, as men grow 
old, they gradually lose the relish for 
those enjoyments which have fascinated 
them in youth ; so that they outlive the 
pleasures for which they have been con- 
tent to hazard immortality. The craving 
indeed wUl sometimes survive the power ; 
and then we have the degraded and melan- 
choly exhibition of a human being hank- 
ering after gratifications in which he can 
no longer participate, haunted by the 
memory of past indulgences, but unable 
to taste again the cherished delights. And, 
in all cases, we may affirm of the old age 
of the sensual and the worldly, that it is 
made up of years of which they might 
say : We have no pleasure in them. They 
are years in which, according to the strik- 
ing figures which Solomon employs, " the 
keepers of the house tremble, and the 
strong men bow themselves, and the 
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grinders cease, because they are few, and 
those that look out at the windows are 
darkened" — when, that is, the limbs and 
the various bodily organs can no longer 
perform their parts, so that the inlets and 
instruments of worldly pleasure cease to 
be available. 

And is this a season to devote to reli- 
gion 1 What ! will you be vicious so long 
as you have the power, and virtuous only 
when that power is destroyed ] Will you 
cling to the world whilst you can enjoy it, 
and give it up only when you cannot 
relish its delights 'i Is it not to insult 
God, as we have already said, to offer Him 
the miserable remnant of a life which you 
have kept from Him so long as it was 
possible to devote it to His enemies ? It 
is virtually what is so indignantly repro- 
bated in the prophecies of Malachi : " If 
ye offer the blind for sacrifice, is it not 
evil? and if ye offer the lame and sick, 
is it not evil? offer it now unto thy 
Govemour : will He be pleased with thee, 
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or accept thy person ?" What would it be 
but a just judgment on any one of you, 
who may resolve to give his best years to 
the service of sin, intending to repent and 
seek God in the closing days of life — ^what 
would it be but a just judgment, if God 
were utterly to refuse the worthless and 
compulsory oblation, rejecting with loath- 
ing and scorn the dedication of days which 
had been offered to the world, but which 
the world would not have ? The demand 
upon us is, that we give up, that we sur- 
render, something for God. But nothing 
is given up, nothing is surrendered, if we 
defer religion till the years come in which 
we are forced to say that we " have no 
pleasure in them". And therefore you 
must seek God early, whilst there is a 
sacrifice to be made, whilst there are 
passions which may be mortified, advan- 
tages which may be resigned, pleasures 
which may be abandoned. It is not that 
any surrender which you make can de- 
serve God's favour; but it is that you 
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may expect to find that favour withheld, 
if not sought till you have nothing to 
resign which can stand in competition. 

We counsel you then, again and again, 
to begin at once, without an hour's delay, 
to devote yourselves to the duties of re- 
ligion. Give God the prime of your 
strength, the flower of your days, the 
vigour of your intellect, the ardency of 
your affections. And think not that we 
urge you to the exchanging what is cheer- 
ful and pleasant for what is austere and 
repulsive. In admonishing you to seek 
God early, we require you to give up no 
indulgence which can be reflected on 
without remorse, and to perform no task 
which will not leave a sense of satisfac- 
tion. W^ invite you to the only happi- 
ness which will bear the being examined, 
to the so living that you may not fear 
to die. We wish that we could speak 
more powerfully, more persuasively, to 
the yoimg. We desire, on their behalf, 
that they may repay the anxieties, the 
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prayers, and the tenderness, of their pa- 
rents, by Uving as cbUdren of God, and 
seeking the Lord, as did Samuel and 
Timothy, whilst their days are yet in 
their freshness. Some of the young whom 
I address may be orphans ; others may 
still have a home which is gladdened by 
the presence of a father or a mother. 
Whether you are yet privileged with the 
coimsel of parents, or have nothing left you 
but the memory, the hallowed memory, 
of those who gave you birth, be ye sure 
that the best recompense you can make 
for unwearied watchfulness in infancy, 
for kindness when you could show no 
gratitude, for love when you could make 
no return, as well as for all the care and 
cost bestowed on the matter of your edu- 
cation, is the remembering your Creator 
in the days of your youth. He is im- 
worthy the name of a parent, who would 
not feel it an abimdant requital for every 
toil endured, and every sacrifice made, on 
behalf of a child, if he saw that child 
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walking in the ways of religion ; and 
therefore you do the best, which children 
can do, towards returning the benefits 
of which they have been the objects, 
when you labour to keep God's command- 
ments, and to love that good Shepherd 
who gave his life for the sheep. Would 
that all in this assembly might be enabled 
to take comfort from the words, " I love 
them that love me": would that the 
young, more especially, might be ani- 
mated by the promise, " They that seek 
me early shall find me". 

And yet, for a few moments, let me 
speak more definitely to those whose cir- 
cumstances may expose them to special 
temptations. I know — ^who can be ig- 
norant of? — the dangers which environ 
young men who are sent to make their 
way in this enormous metropolis. Alas ! 
what facilities and incentives are there to 
every species of vice. Alas, also, what 
lessons in scepticism, and unblushing in- 
fidelity. We have even more dread of 
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the latter than of the former. We know 
that there is no foundation for morals but 
religion — every other is but the baseless 
dream of a philosophy as shallow as it 
may be showy. If then we can but bring 
you to feel that you have souls, to re- 
member that you must stand at the judg- 
ment seat of Christ, to act imder a con- 
sciousness that God always sees you, and 
registers each particle of your conduct, 
the greatest way will be made towards 
securing that resistance to the allure- 
ments of sin, that faithfuhiess in duty, 
and that submission to authority, which 
we look for from those bom of Christian 
parents, and brought up in Christian 
principles. 

Be heedful, therefore, both the younger 
and the elder, how you make light, or 
think little, of religion. You may have 
ability, you may have attainments: but 
do not imagine that you are thereby ex- 
cused from attention to religion, as though 
religion were only fit for those of weak 
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mind, or deficient acquirement. The 
idolatry of intellect is one of the foul and 
fatal faults of the day. Know ye that a 
man's intellect furnishes no apology, or 
makes no amends, for his irreligion : 
talent, joined with sensuaUty, or linked 
with impiety, is but talent desecrated and 
debased : it may throw a false lustre over 
its vile associate, but it makes itself con- 
temptible and hateful — contemptible, as 
the prostitution of one of God's best gifts ; 
hateful, as aa engine for God's worst foes. 
See to it then, that ye be not ashamed of 
religion, that ye think it not manly, the 
proof of a free and disencimibered spirit, 
to sneer at or despise religion. It is the 
petty, the dwarfish, the ill-balanced mind, 
which can make light of the awful God, 
of eternity with its tremendous realities. 
Come anything amongst us rather than 
this, rather than the levity of the scomer, 
than the cold, hard, boldness of the scep- 
tic. And that the young, who are ex- 
posed to the perils of this great city, may 
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not lapse into so fearful a state, be ye 
advised to give heed to religious duties 
without delay and in good earnest: no 
neglecting prayer, no failing to read God's 
Word, no turning the back, when the pro- 
per age is reached and the opportunity 
offered, on that most blessed ordinance, 
the Holy Communion of the Body and 
Blood of our Saviour Christ: but seek 
God at once ; seek Him in dependence 
on his promise — ^for " Heaven and earth 
may pass away, but my word", saith 
Christ, " shall not pass away" — seek Him 
in dependence on his promise, "They 
that seek me early shall find me". 



SERMON VL 



THE CEDAR AND THE FIB. 



Zachabiah XI, 2. 
Howl, fir-tree ; for the cedar is fallen. 

TheiCe is little debate that the prophecy, 
of which these words are a part, had its 
fulfilment in the destruction of Jerusalem, 
and the dispersion of the Jews, by the 
Romans. You will easily understand how 
the text would become applicable at a 
time of great national calamity. By the 
cedar-tree we may consider that the chief 
men of a country are represented, those 
who occupy the more prominent posi- 
tions, and are conspicuous by station and 
influence. And when the cedar-tree falls, 
when the princes of a land are brought 
down by disaster and death, men of in- 
ferior rank, who, in comparison with 



174 THE CEDAR AND THE FIR. 

those princes, axe but as the fir-tree, 
compared with the cedar, may well trem- 
ble and fear, as knoYiring that their own 
day of trial must be rapidly approaching. 
" Howl," then, " fir-tree, for the cedar 
is fallen." Such words, as you must per- 
ceive, are universally applicable whenever 
calamity falls on those better, or more 
exalted, than ourselves, and such cala- 
mity may serve as a warning, teaching us 
to expect our own share of trouble. This 
is the use which we design to make of 
the passage on the present occasion. We 
will separate the words altogether from 
their original scope or design, and simply 
treat them as an admonition to those who, 
from inferiority in station or character, 
may be likened to the fir-tree, that they 
gather a solemn lesson from what may be 
seen befalling others more exceUent than 
themselves, the cedar-trees in the planta- 
tion of God. " Howl, fir-tree" — ^tremble 
and be afraid, ye sinful and careless ones, 
who, though planted in the garden of the 
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Lord, bring not forth the fniits of righte- 
ousness : " the cedar is fallen" — sorrow 
and trouble come upon the true and faith- 
ful servants of the Most High, those trees 
which yield most return to the labours of 
the husbandmen — shall, then, the fir-tree 
escape 1 Shall not its boughs be riven, 
and shall not its leaves be scattered ? Nay, 
as the Apostle asks, " If judgment first 
begin at the house of God, what shall the 
end be of them that obey not the Gospel 
of Christ?" The " house of God" here 
evidently answers to the cedar in our 
text : those that obey not the Gospel, to 
the fir-tree ; and the question as to what 
the latter may expect, when judgments 
overtake the former, has manifestly the 
same meaning and force as the summons 
of our text, '' Howl, fir-tree ; for the 
cedar is fallen". St. Peter adds another 
question, which still further illustrates 
his own meaning, and that of the words 
under review : " And if the righteous 
scarcely be saved, where shall the ungodly 
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and the sinner appear?" — which you 
might throw into the form, "if the cedar- 
tree be shaken, so as ahnost to be de- 
stroyed, what fate shall the fir-tree expe- 
nence ? 

Thus we may fairly take onr text as 
setting forth the suflferings of the righte- 
ous as an evidence or token of the far 
greater which, in due time, must be the 
portion of the wicked. And we doubt 
whether any argument, or exemplification, 
ought to be more convincing. If the 
wicked were to ponder God's . dealings 
with the righteous ; if the fir-tree would 
observe what is* done to the cedax; it 
could hardly be that future and everlast- 
mg punishment would be denied by any, 
or by any be practically disregarded. And 
this it is which we desire, on the present 
occasion, to set clearly and forcibly before 
you. Without proposing any particular 
plan or arrangement of discourse, we pro- 
ceed at once to the considering, in the 
more obvious instances, what happens to 
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the cedar ; and to the pressing home on 
you, in each case, the emphatic remon- 
strance : " Howl, fir-tree ; for the cedar 
is fallen." 

Now let our blessed Saviour himself be 
the first cedar-tree on which we gaze — a 
cedar-tree " smitten of God and afflicted"; 
for he was " a man of sorrows, and ac- 
quainted with grief." We wish you to set 
in contrast the holiness and the sufferings 
of the Mediator ; the holiness such that 
" he did no sin, neither was guile found in 
his mouth"; the sufferings such that " his 
visage was so marred more than any man, 
and his form more than the sons of men." 
You must be perfectly sure, that, if virtue 
and piety be acceptable with God, there 
never moved the being on this earth who 
could have been so much the object of 
Divine favour as Christ, never one for 
whom it might so justly have been ex- 
pected that there would have been exemp- 
tion from at least extraordinary trouble. 
And you must be ready to admit that it 

N 
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would be utterly inexplicable, why he 
who was " holy, hannless, undefiled, and 
separate from sinners", should have been 
given up by God to execration and death, 
if we did not know that he was the 
appointed representative of a guilty race ; 
so that he was a mark for the arrows of 
Divine wrath, because standing, of his 
own accord, as surety for a lost world. 
But even when we have brought into the 
account the expiatory nature of Christ's 
sufferings, those sufferings lose nothing 
of their awfulness as indications of Grod's 
hatred of sin. If we were either ignorant 
of the great doctrine of the atonement, or 
inclined to question its truth, we should 
have no satisfactory explanation to offer 
of the endurances of our Lord. And 
when we are acquainted with, and ac- 
knowledge, this doctrine, we are, indeed, 
no longer at a loss to account for the per- 
mitted sufferings of Christ : but stiU those 
sufferings are only then assuming their 
most striking character, as demonstrations 
of the evil of sin. 
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It is upon this character that we now 
wish to fasten. If there be one amongst 
you inclined to think lightly of sin, to 
suppose that preachers are accustomed 
to overstate both its nature and conse- 
quences, we would take that man with us 
to the scenes of Christ's great struggle 
with the powers of darkness. We would 
ask him who this mysterious person is, 
who is thus led to shameful execution ? 
We remind him that this is none other 
than the Son of God himself; that, though 
found in fashion as a man, this is that 
eternal Word who was " before all things, 
and by whom all things consist." We bid 
him remember that even the scrutiny of 
Omniscience could find no fault in this 
suflferer: a voice from Heaven had pro- 
claimed, "This is my beloved Son, in 
whom I am well pleased." And, never- 
theless, aU the vials of Divine wrath seem 
to be emptied upon him : as though he 
had been the vilest of malefactors, he is 
abandoned of God ; and all the powers of 
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darkness bend against him their malice 
and might. This is because, though him- 
self free from all sm, whether original or 
actual, he has volimtarily become the 
substitute of sinners, and has entered into 
covenant to exhaust the penalties due to 
their guilt. But what must sin be, what 
its hatefulness in God's sight, if it were 
punished thus fearfully iu the person of 
Christ ] If, when only imputed, imputed 
moreover to the most illustrious of beings, 
to him who " thought it not robbery to 
be equal with God", and who had been 
daily His delight, rejoicing always before 
Him", sin brought shame, and agony, and 
death, can sin be of less than infinite 
guUtiness ? can sinners be incurring less 
than infinite punishment ? I have nothing 
but the Atonement by which to measure 
sin. The Atonement alone shows me 
what sin is in God's sight. There are 
very terrible iQustrations of God's hatred 
of sin m the miseries and disasters to 
which it has been parent. And the ven- 
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geance, with which the impenitent are 
threatened, seems yet more tremendous 
than any of the retributions which have 
hitherto been awarded. But, as to past 
visitations, whether in deluge or flame, 
we feel that they were only temporal, and 
therefore to be calculated; and, as to 
future, we know them only in prophecy, 
and therefore feebly and indistinctly. 

But the sacrifice of Christ, whilst pre- 
senting the demerit of sin as actually in- 
calculable, gives its evidence in so tangi- 
ble a shape, that we know not how the 
most wilful are to evade it. We say to 
the man, who, doubtful whether or not 
sin be indeed exceeding sinful, has accom- 
panied us to Calvary, can sin be of little 
guiltiness, can its consequences be incon- 
siderable, when God bade the sword 
awake against His fellow, and hid His 
face from him, and bruised him, and put 
him to grief, because he had placed him- 
self in our stead, and was therefore num- 
bered with the transgressors ? Can you 
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think that God will deal lightly with you, 
though He dealt thus sternly with His 
well-beloved Son, and that justice will 
not be rigid in exacting penalties from 
you, when it would not relax one tittle of 
its demands, though its victim was the 
spotless, yea, even the Divine ? Oh, there 
is no representation, no image, of hell, 
which should be half as appalling as the 
anguish and death of the Redeemer. 
Come with us, impenitent sinners— we 
wish to show you the miseries to which 
you wantonly expose yourselves. But we 
will not strive to withdraw the veil which 
shrouds a future world, that there, upon 
their sea of fire, you may behold the 
wicked tormented night and day. We 
will not strive to echo to your ear those 
fearful cries which are wrung from the 
lost, as they toss to and fro, and cannot 
find rest. We have indeed to shew you a 
being, stretched out in anguish ; and we 
have to bid you hearken to a cry, as of 
one sorely disquieted. But the hemg in 
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anguish is the Redeemer, nailed to the 
cross; and the cry is that which issues 
from his lips : '' My God, my God, why 
hast Thou forsaken me 1" Yes, contem- 
plate this amazing victim, remember his 
innocence, think on his dignity, observe 
his sufferings, listen to his exclamations ; 
and then consider what you yourselves 
axe, the withered and sapless things which 
might long ago have been cut down as 
cumberers of the ground. Look upon 
Christ as the stately cedar-tree, glorious 
in its stature, its branches, its foliage ; but 
bendiag beneath the tempest, riven by 
the thunder ; and then turn thought upon 
yourselves, the stunted and almost worth- 
less remains of a once noble forest ; and 
you ought to feel as though hell were 
upon you in terrors which baffle all de- 
scription, when the simple exclamation 
is uttered : " Howl, fir-tree ; for the cedar 
is fallen." 

But we now proceed to more general 
statements and illustrations of the truth 
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whicli these words seem designed to con- 
vey. We wish you to observe, that not 
only was the Captain of our Salvation 
"made perfect through sufferings", hut 
the same discipline has been employed 
from the first, m regard of all those whom 
God has conducted to glory. There has 
been no more observable feature of the 
Divine dealings, whether under the patri- 
archal, legal, or Christian dispensation, 
than this of the employment of aflOiiction 
as an instrument of purification. It has 
not been found that any amount of piety 
has secured its possessor against troubles : 
on the contrary, the evidence has seemed 
the other way ; the piety has appeared to 
expose men to additional and severer 
trials. 

And it is remarkable, that the nearer 
the approach to the times of the Gospel, 
the intenser was the discipline of suffer- 
ing ; as though God had designed to pre- 
pare men for an increase in tribulation, 
with an increase in privilege. The patri- 
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archs were not exposed to such trials as 
came on their descendants in Egypt ; and 
the Jews in Egypt were not so persecuted 
as the Jews in the times of the Macca- 
bees, when the coming of the promised 
Messiah drew nigh. And when the Mes- 
siah had come, then, in place of introduc- 
ing exemption from trouble, he did but 
give the godly a charter of tribulation, so 
that his followers, to the very end of 
time, were taught to expect affliction, and 
to welcome it as preparing them for Hea- 
ven. In the earlier ages of the Christian 
Church it was more apparent than in the 
latter, that tribulation was to accompany 
righteousness; for then the heathen raged, 
and the people imagined a vain thing, — 
Satan having stirred up his emissaries to 
attempt, by fierce persecution, the extir- 
pation of the infant religion. But, in 
every age, as has been well observed, the 
righteous have had to pass through a strait 
gate, and of that gate the cross has been 
the key. " The kingdom of Heaven suf- 
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fereth violence, and the violent take it by 
force" — ^force, of which themselves are the 
subjects, seeing that self-denial and self- 
mortification are the great business of a 
Christian. And over and above the vigor- 
ous discipline of himself, which is required 
from the beUever in Christ, and which 
necessarily weaves much of pain into his 
portion, there is ordinarily allotted to him 
a more than common share of the trou- 
bles of life, so that, however he may 
escape actual persecution from the world, 
he is called on to encounter one long 
series of trials. Nor should it be foi^t- 
ten, that afflictions axe strictly penal 
things, the consequences of sin, in the way 
either of natural consequence, or of Divine 
retribution. And if such be their charac- 
ter, we ought to be careful that we do 
not dissociate them from sin — as, indeed, 
Scripture never does ; for, even when 
speaking of them as merciftd and bene- 
ficial, it still calls them " chastisements", 
and it is essential to the very notion of a 
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chastisement, that a fault be presup- 
posed. 

But view the matter in what light you 
will, the fact is undisputed, that, through 
much tribulation, men enter the kingdom 
of Heaven. And we do not see that any 
fact should be more startling to those 
who are living without God, and perhaps 
secretly hoping for impunity at the last. 
If they survey the dealings of their Maker 
with this earth, they cannot deny that 
righteousness has been commonly over- 
borne and depressed, and that sorrow has 
been either the discipline or the chastise- 
ment of men most distinguished by their 
virtues. They cannot deny that the cedar 
has been bent and blighted by the hurri- 
cane, whilst, comparatively, sunshine and 
calm have been aroimd the fir. And from 
this they are bound to conclude the great 
fact of a judgment to come. The conclu- 
sion has been drawn in the darkest ages. 
The very heathen could perceive, that, if 
there were a moral Governor of the uni- 
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verse, He must design to rectify, in ano- 
ther state of being, the disorders of this, 
and, by a wholly different distribution of 
good and of evil, set virtue and vice in 
their appropriate positions. The rending 
of the cedar was an argument, even when 
Revelation was wanting, of the burning 
of the fir; and the Gospel has, in this 
respect, only confirmed the conjectures, 
or rather the conclusions, of reason. 

But, independently on the general tes- 
timony to a judgment to come, which 
is thus borne by the afilictions of the 
righteous, let these aflfUctions be re- 
garded as designed, whether for discipline 
or chastisement, and may they not be 
affirmed eloquent of the future miseries 
of the wicked'? Suppose it to be for 
purposes of discipline that God employs 
suffering — ^what does this prove but that 
human nature is thoroughly corrupt, re- 
quiring to be purged as by fire, ere it can 
be fitted for happiness? And if there 
must be this fiery purification, what is 
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the inference which ungodly men should 
draw, if not that they will be given 
up hereafter to the unquenchable flame, 
given up to it when that flame can 
neither annihilate their being, nor eradi- 
cate their corruption '? Or, if the sufiier- 
ing be used for purposes of chastisement, 
is not every pain, which the righteous are 
made to endure, a witness of God's fixed 
determination of punishing sin, an evi- 
dence of His holding sin in such utter 
abomination, that, wheresoever He finds 
it. He must print the tokens of His ven- 
geance? We may here reason in the 
same manner, if not with the same force, 
as when we contemplated the sufferings 
of Christ. We may say, that, if ever 
God could overlook evil, and suffer it 
to pass without retribution, it would be 
when conmiitted by those whom He loves, 
with whom He has entered into covenant, 
and for whom He reserves everlasting 
felicities. Yet, on the contrary, it is 
found that He is apparently even more 
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watchful in their case, than in that of the 
open despisers of His authority, that no 
sin should be passed by without receiving 
correction. Hear how He speaks to His 
chosen people the Jews : " You only have 
I known of all the families of the earth ; 
therefore will I punish you for all your 
iniquities." He makes, you observe, the 
ve^ intimacy of His connexion with a 
people a reason for His leaving no ini- 
quity unpunished. And upon this prin- 
ciple He has acted, and still acts. Witness 
the wanderings and sufferings of the 
patriarchs. Witness the dispersions and 
captivities of Israel. Witness the un- 
timely death of Moses and Aaron, the 
troubles of Eli, the sorrows of David. 
Witness the miseries of a long train of 
worthies, servants of the living God, but 
still often provoking Him by their incon- 
sistencies, who were " stoned, and sawn 
asunder, and tempted, and slain with the 
sword". Witness the present afflictions 
which fall to the lot of the righteous, 
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family dissensions, frequent deaths, strait- 
ened circumstances, ungrateful children. 
These are all evidences, that God wiU not 
overlook sin in those whom He loves ; 
nay that, as though to show that no con- 
sideration whatsoever can prevail on Him 
to leave sin unpunished. He makes His 
very affection towards a nation, or indivi- 
dual, an additional reason for His recom- 
pensing iniquity. If so, where shall the 
ungodly and the sinner appear ? Surely, 
the blows which descend on the righteous 
should make the wicked start: as the cedar 
bends and shakes, the fir-tree should trem- 
ble : if anything can fill the impenitent 
with fear, it should be the observing how 
God deals with His most faithful servants. 
It is probable enough that the wicked 
may be disposed to congratulate them- 
selves oii their superior prosperity, and to 
look with pity, if not with contempt, on 
the righteous, as the God whom they 
serve seems to reward them with nothing 
but trouble. But this can only be through 
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want of consideration ; let the wicked but 
ponder the facts of the case, and there is 
nothing that should so excite their dread 
of the future, as the present misery which 
falls to the lot of the good. As we drew 
the material for a description of heU from 
what was exhibited on Calvary, we are 
ready also to draw it from the histories 
of God's most exemplary servants. We 
may suppose that we have amongst our 
hearers those, who, though living in sin, 
and strangers to repentance, comfort them- 
selves with a general notion of God's 
great lovingkindness, and expect, that, 
however necessary it may have been for 
Him to enact laws, and issue threaten- 
ings. He will finally be proved too tender 
in His compassion to inflict severe pain 
on His creatures. And there are many 
ways in which we might expose the hol- 
lowness of such an expectation, and prove 
to those, by whom it is indulged, that 
they must be wilfully deceiving, and 
therefore destroying, themselves. But 
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there is no proof that should be so con- 
vincing as a practical ; no argument can 
be like a fact, in demonstrating the un- 
soundness of a favourite opinion. 

Come, then, ye who think that God 
will not visit sin, that His love will at 
last move Him to the remitting its penal- 
ties ; come ye with us to the house of 
mourning, the house of the righteous, 
but, nevertheless, the afficted. Ye know 
the parties whom calamity has overtaken. 
Ye know those parents who are bending 
over the dead body of an only child, cut 
down in his prime, wh^n he seemed just 
about to requite all the cares, and fulfil 
the best hopes, of those who gave him 
life. Ye know that widow, from whom 
hath been taken away, in a moment, the 
husband of her youth, and to whom 
orphans are clinging with that strange 
bewildered look, which shews a consci- 
ousness that something terrible has hap- 
pened, but at the same time an inability 
to comprehend the fulness of the evil. 

o 
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Ye know that father, who is sitting in 
mute anguish, stung to the quick by the 
sharpest of all inflictions, the profligacy 
of a favourite son. Ye know that mer- 
chant, who has been hunted by trouble 
upon trouble, till at length affiairs are 
hopeless, and actual beggary stares him 
in the face. Ye know, we say, these 
various parties. Ye know that, so fiar as 
man can judge his feUow men, they have 
all lived " soberly, righteously, and godly, 
in the world", walking in the command- 
ments of the Lord, and adorning, in all 
things, the doctrine of the Saviour. Ye 
know that they have been the professed 
disciples of Christ ; and that, so far from 
there having been cause to count the 
profession hypocritical, there has been 
abundant and growing evidence of sin- 
cerity. 

What say you, then, to their bitter and 
midtiplied sorrows? What say you to 
the proof which these sorrows furnish of 
God's hatred of sin, and of His resolve to 
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take vengeance ? Shall ye indeed escape, 
ye, whose lives are a contempt of His 
laws, and almost a denial of His existence, 
when those who love Him most, and serve 
Him best, are thus visited for the back- 
slidings and inconsistencies which are 
noted by the Omniscient, though perhaps 
unobserved by men '? If any thing can 
startle you, if any thing can show you 
that the Almighty will punish sin, and 
punish it rigorously, it must be this. 
Those righteous parents, bending in an- 
guish over their child— has God smitten 
them so heavily ? Then ye ought to view 
in them yourselves, cowering hereafter 
before the wrath of the Lord. That widow, 
has God left her thus desolate, though 
•eminent by her piety? Then her tears 
should fall on you as molten lead, making 
you already feel the fiery droppings of 
vengeance. That father, distinguished by 
his zeal and love for the Redeemer, is he, 
indeed, pierced through and through by 
the ingratitude and profligacy of his child ? 
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The arrows should enter your own souls, 
and you should already be torn by the 
fierce anger of your Maker. That mer- 
chant, who was diligent to " seek first the 
kingdom of God and His righteousness", 
is he indeed bankrupt and beggared ? Ye 
should have before you the spectacle of 
yourselves in utter destitution, thrown on 
eternity without a shred, without a hope. 
Ah, thus, men of the world, men on whom 
perhaps everything looks smilingly, and 
who are indulging the thought that God 
will not be extreme to mark what is done 
amiss, thus should all the sorrows of the 
righteous fiU you with apprehensions and 
forebodings; and not a funeral should 
move from their doors, and not a tear 
drop from their eyes, and not a grief sad- 
den their hearts, without suggesting to 
you the penetrating exclamation of our 
text : " Howl, fir-tree ; for the cedar is 
fallen." 

Now we think that we must, by this 
time, have put you in possession of that 
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very peculiar argument which lies in the 
words of our text, an argument from the 
known fact, that the righteous are sorely 
chastened of God, to the alleged fact, that 
God will hereafter recompense all the 
wickedness of the wicked. And we are 
disposed to consider that the perpetual 
furnishing of this argument may have 
been among the reasons why God has 
appointed or allowed so close an alliance 
between piety and suffering. The case 
might have been altogether different. The 
righteous might have been exempt from 
trouble. It might then have been said, 
Look at the men who are confessedly jus- 
tified by faith, and who are to be pardoned 
when brought to God's bar. Beyond all 
doubt, they commit sins, often, perhaps, 
flagrant sins. But these sins work them 
no injury here, and they are not to be 
punished for them hereafter. What proof 
then is there that God is much displeased 
and dishonored by sin, seeing that He 
can thus suffer it to pass wholly unno- 
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ticedl And if He can quite tolerate it, 
or overlook it, in the one set of men, why 
will He be inexorable in the case of ano- 
ther ] And is there then, after all, much 
ground for alarm, even if we continue to 
our last day, the impenitent and unbeliev- 
ing] 

But God has fully provided against this 
plausible argument, by appointing that 
righteousness should rather insure than 
avert the temporal retributions of sin. 
By verifying, in every age, the words, 
" Many are the aflHictions of the righte- 
ous". He has given a continued and most 
intelligible demonstration, that sin, from 
its very nature, and under all possible 
circumstances, must excite His abhor- 
rence and entail His vengeance. He has 
accomplished His great ends through sor- 
row and tribulation : the Church has 
been nourished by the blood of her chil- 
dren, and believers have had to exclaim 
with the Psalmist, " My tears have been 
my meat day and night." But who 
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doubts that Christianity might have made 
progress through other means, and that 
the growth of individuals in grace might 
have been promoted and secured by other 
processes than those of affliction? The 
kings of the earth might, from the first, 
have patronized, in place of persecuting, 
Christianity ; and individual piety might 
have been nursed, rather than ground, 
into strength. But, on such a supposi- 
tion, the world, as we have shewn you, 
would have been without any practical 
evidence that sin was certain to be fol- 
lowed by punishment. Whereas now, 
the close and known alliance between 
piety and suffering, keeps before the view 
of the most careless the nature of sin, and 
its inevitable consequence : the cedar, as 
it is bent by the hurricane, admonishes 
the fir-tree of a storm that will tear it up 
by the roots. 

And when we come to our last trial, 
you may all perceive how emphatic a use 
may be made of the sufferings of the 
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godly. Let the man appear who has 
dared to presume on the loving-kindness 
of God, and to calculate on its interfering 
to ward off threatened punishment. By 
whom shall he be confronted ? Who are 
they that shall be cited as witnesses against 
him ? Even those whom one of the celes- 
tial company pointed out to the Evange- 
list John, demanding, " What are these 
which are arrayed in white robes, and 
whence came they?" And the answer 
was, " These are they which came out of 
great tribulation." These shaU give evi- 
dence. These shall testify, by their regis- 
tered sorrows, and multiplied afflictions, 
that God ftimished a standing demonstra- 
tion to men of His unalterable resolve of 
punishing sin ; and that the whole course 
of His dealings with those He best loved, 
was prophetic of the judgments which 
would finally overtake the despisers of 
His law. Oh, if a sinner should then 
venture to plead that he had heard much 
of the compassion of God, that it was the 
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known tenderness of the Divine nature 
which had led him to neglect the prepar- 
ing for the judgment, and that he would 
indeed have forsaken evil courses, had he 
believed them so hateful to his Maker, 
and so provocative of wrath — can you 
not imagine his utter confusion, as the 
righteous stood before him, with their 
sighs scarce yet hushed, and their tears 
scarce yet dried ; as those, whom he had 
known upon earth as the servants of 
Christ, were called to remind him of all 
that discipline of trial, and all that retri- 
bution of offences, which had marked 
their career, and perhaps moved his pity ; 
and as the Judge demanded of him why 
he had never taken home to himself the 
self-evident warning, " Howl, fir-tree ; for 
the cedar is fallen"? 

But finally, it may certainly be inferred 
from these words, when applied in the 
modes thus indicated, that the present 
afflictions of the righteous shall be vastly 
exceeded by the future of the wicked. 



202 THE CEDAR AND THE FIR. 

" The cedar is fallen" — there is nothing 
said as to the violence with which it was 
torn up, or laid low. But the fir-tree is 
called upon to '' howl", as though it were 
about to be rent and shivered, as by the 
tempest and the thunder. What an awfiil 
argument is this, if you take the cedar, 
as we first took it, as our Saviour himself. 
Behold this victim : " behold and see if 
there be any sorrow like unto his sorrow !" 
behold him as he is derided by the multi- 
tude, nailed to the cross, deserted of God : 
and then say to yourselves, what howl can 
be deep enough, wild enough, for the fir- 
tree, when thus has this cedar fallen ? In 
some respects, beyond doubt, the suffer- 
ings of the Mediator were peculiar to 
himself, such as no other man can endure 
or imagine. But there was one form of 
anguish from which he was free, against 
which he was secure. He knew nothing 
of the terrors of an evil conscience. And 
if sin could be thus visited on a holy 
being, what will be its retribution in the 
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persons of those by whom it has been 
committed 1 If he, to whom sin was only 
imputed, could be thus pierced and lace- 
rated, what shall be the doom of hardened 
transgressors, in whom sin has reigned, 
and who have given themselves up to the 
working iniquity ? Indeed we may be 
sure that the avengings of conscience will 
rend the fir-tree, as no storm ever rent the 
cedar. We have present evidence of this. 
What is there, even now, which is com- 
parable, in its painfulness, to that convic- 
tion of sin, which is produced in those 
who are subject to the renewing influ- 
ences of God's Spirit ? They know the 
meaning of the words of Job : " For the 
arrows of the Almighty are within me, 
the poison whereof drinketh up my spirit ; 
the terrors of God do set themselves in 
array against me." And if an awakened 
conscience can thus goad and agitate 
men, who are yet within range of mercy, 
men whom it is only urging to escape the 
wrath to come, what wUl that conscience 



204 THE CEDAR AND THE FIR. 

do when the day of grace shall be passed, 
and there shall be no word of hope to 
mingle with its rebukes and reproaches 1 
Even now, conscience occasionally seems 
armed with the terrors of a fiend ; so that 
it is only through taking refuge in the 
provisions of the Gospel that men are 
saved from utter madness. What will it 
be, when there is no longer a place of 
refiige, and when, nevertheless, the mind 
shall be incapable of being put out of 
joint, and thus finding a wild relief in 
the derangement of the maniac ? Indeed, 
the wretchedness of the individual who 
has just been made to feel what sin is, 
should cause the saying, " Howl, fir-tree ; 
for the cedar is fallen", to bring before 
the wicked the most appalling of pictures, 
that of themselves hunted by a fury from 
which they cannot flee, because they bear 
it about with them; gnawed on by a 
worm which can never be exterminated, 
because fed by sins which can never be 
forgiven. 
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We thank God that the axe is not yet 
laid to the roots ; that what is done to the 
cedar may stUl be used to the moral cul- 
ture of the fir. It was thus with the 
Jews, to whom our text originally applied. 
Had the Jews been warned, had the pa- 
tience, the meekness, the benevolence, of 
the suffering, but innocent, Christ, moved 
them to repentance, the hurricane would 
never have been let loose against the fir- 
tree, to shiver its boughs and to scatter 
its leaves, so that the whole globe was 
strewed with the fragments. And if we 
would be warned by the afflictions of 
good men, the dews of grace would so fall 
around the roots, and the sun of righte- 
ousness so shine upon the branches, that 
the fir would grow into the cedar, and be 
secure of the being finally transplanted 
into the Paradise of God. In this depart- 
ment of the vineyard, the Church of the 
Redeemer, we trust that the cedars are to 
be found : but we dare not doubt that the 
fir-trees are also here. In some there is 



206 THE CEDAR AND THE FIR. 

the leaf of profession, but not the fruit of 
practice : in others, even the profession is 
wanting, and the naked boughs seem 
to be ready to be bound in bundles for 
the bummg. 

But, nevertheless, we would fain hope 
that the cedars abound. We now come 
seeking fruit : shall we seek it in vain ? 
This is the single occasion in the whole 
year, on which we ask your contributions 
to a charitable object, the single occasion, 
on which we can, in the least degree, 
judge whether our preaching have had 
any effect in stirring you to good works. 
Yes, I must look to your contributions 
towards the schools of the ward and 
parish in which we hold these weekly 
meetings, for evidence whether the ser- 
mons I deliver make way into the heart, 
and have influence on the life. On the 
cedars, the trees that shall be sheltered 
when God's fury is let loose on this crea- 
tion, grows, amongst other rich fruits, the 
fruit of charity or love ; and numbers who 
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need this fruit, and numbers who must 
perish without this fruit, axe inquiring 
whether it may not be gathered abundantly 
here. Such is simply our application of 
the subject. If ye be the cedars — and 
woe is unto you if ye be not ! — hear ye 
not the storm 1 see ye not the lightnings 1 
— ^if ye be the cedars, ye will prove it by 
charity, a fruit which the cedar always 
bears ; and poor children are now eagerly 
waiting for the proof : their eyes are upon 
the trees, anxiously expecting the fruit : 
oh, it were worse for yourselves than even 
for them, if they should expect in vain, 
and thus you be proved but cumberers of 
the ground. 

And if there be any to whom so sad a 
description applies, let them yet bear 
away with them one word of exhortation. 
God hath come, year after year, seeking 
fruit, and as yet hath found none. He 
hath given you the shower, He hath 
given you the sunshine ; but, as yet, you 
are nothing more than cumberers of the 
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ground. And now He tries another mode. 
He causes His storm to beat against the 
cedars : He directs His lightnings against 
them ; because, though they are plants of 
righteousness, they suffer their verdure 
to be sometimes soiled, and their fruit 
blighted, through exposure to the cold 
air of a world lying in wickedness. He 
does this in view of the fir-trees, as 
though to admonish them, by His deal- 
ings with the cedars, that, sooner or later, 
they which " bring not forth good fruit, 
shall be hewn down and cast into the 
fire." Perhaps this may prevail : it would 
be a blessed result, but one which might 
justly be looked for, if the careless could 
only be prevailed on to consider : the 
sufferings of the righteous might save the 
wicked from future torments, and that 
which prepares a good man for Heaven 
might snatch a bad one from hell. 



SERMON VII. 



ENEMIES OF THE CROSS. 



Epistle to Philippians, m, 18. 

For many walk, of whom I have told you often, and 
now tell you, even weeping, that they are the enemies 
of the cross of Christ, 

That, up to the very close of the present 
dispensation, the visible Church should 
consist of wheat and tares, had been dis- 
tinctly foretold by our Lord in sundry of 
the parables which he delivered whilst on 
earth. And it appears, from many in- 
sinuations in the Epistles of the New 
Testament, that the mixture commenced 
with the earliest diffusion of Christianity, 
so that, even when it required great sa- 
crifice to embrace the religion of Jesus, 
many had the form of godliness, and yet 
denied the power thereof. It would seem 

p 
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hardly to have been expected, that, in 
the first ages of the Church, when to pro- 
fess the being a Christian was almost sure 
to expose to persecution arid wrong, many 
would have embraced the new religion, 
and yet not have received its doctrines 
into the heart. At present, the case is 
altogether different : no marvel if there be 
so much of merely nominal Christianity, 
when nothing is surrendered in making 
the profession, when men assimie it in 
infancy, and retain it without being re- 
quired to give up what they love, or fece 
what they fear. 

Yet, however probable it might have 
seemed that the first converts to Chris- 
tianity would all have been Christians in 
deed, as well as in name, we learn, as we 
have already said, from Scriptural state- 
ments, that the tares were mingled with 
the wheat in the earliest Churches which 
Evangelists founded. And it certainly 
ought to make us all watchful that we 
rest not content with outward privileges, 
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when we observe that there could be hol- 
lowness of heart, even when persecution 
was sifting the body of Christ ; and that 
men, who had received the truth from the 
lips of Apostles, and perhaps also baptism 
at their hands, could remain servants to 
the flesh, and enemies to the cross. For 
if, ^ we learn from the text, there could 
be " enemies to the cross" in a primitive 
Church, who wUl dare to conclude them 
unknown in colder and more formal days? 
Let us not then for a moment imagine 
that the text is one in which we ourselves 
have no personal interest! Where is 
the Christian pastor who could hesitate 
to make to his people the very declara- 
tion which St. Paul makes to the Philip- 
pians 1 The enemies of the cross may be 
amongst ourselves : the race, alas, cannot 
be extinct : and, as we value our hopes 
for eternity, it must become us to examine 
what constitutes an enemy of the cross, 
that we may ascertain whether such de- 
scription apply to ourselves. Though 
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before we enter on this important ex- 
amination — an examination peculiarly 
appropriate to Passion Week — ^it will be 
right that we observe attentively the terms 
which St. Paul employs in delivering his 
warning against the enemies of the cross. 
There is something very worthy of note, 
both in the frequency of his warning, 
and in the grief which he felt at having 
such a warning to give. Hence we have 
two topics of discourse with which to 
engage your attention, and each, we trust, 
will furnish matter for profitable medita- 
tion. We are to speak, in the first place, 
on the urgency and the grief, with which 
St. Paul warned the Church against the 
enemies of Christ's cross. We are then, 
in the second place, to examine who and 
what those persons are, who may fitly be 
described by so fearftd a title. 

Now you will observe that the Apostle 
speaks of having " often told" the Philip- 
pians of those enemies of the cross, against 
whom he felt it needful to warn them. It 
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was not now for the first time that he 
pointed out a class of professing Chris- 
tians, whose doctrine, or whose prac- 
tice, should cause them to be shunned, 
rather than copied, by others. And it 
deserves to be very carefully considered 
that St. Paul was thus frequent in de- 
livering the same lesson, as though he 
had no fear of wearying by repetition, 
but felt that the important warning could 
not be too often inculcated. We learn 
from this, not only that he thought it of 
great moment that the Philippians should 
be on their guard against the enemies of 
the cross, but that he feared the lesson 
would be forgotten, if not repeated time 
after time. We may readily understand 
why the Apostle was thus anxious to warn 
the Church against the enemies of the 
cross, seeing that nothing is more con- 
tagious than example, and these pestilen- 
tial men, if not authoritatively pointed 
out and denounced, were likely, as a cor- 
rupt leaven, to diffuse an evil influence 
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through the whole surrounding body. 
But then it was not only the greatness of 
the danger which made him frequent in 
admonition, it was also the consciousness 
that there must be " line upon line, pre- 
cept upon precept"; that men are so prone 
to forget even important and fundamental 
truth, that it must be told them again and 
again, pressed afresh on their attention, 
even as though it had never before been 
handled or enforced. It was nothing to 
the Apostle, that his hearers might charge 
him with repetition, and complain that 
he did but lead them over well-beaten 
ground^ when he might have conducted 
them to new tracts of truth. He knew 
what was most for their interest, and 
cared nothing for their censure, so that 
he might but advance their salvation. 

And there is, in this one word " often" 
of our text, a lesson to ministers of the 
Gospel in every age of the Church, that 
they consult what may be the interest, 
rather than the inclination, of those who 
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are committed to their spiritual charge. 
It is not to be denied, that, in most 
Chrifltian congregations, there is an inces- 
sant craving for novelty, so that they 
would complain as if the preacher had 
defrauded them of their rights, were he 
to dwell almost entirely on simple truths, 
a hundred times told. And yet the?e 
simple, these often-told truths, are those 
which most require the being pressed 
upon men : what is there which it is of 
mare importance that they know, than 
the truth of their own sinfulness, and of 
a provided deliverance through the sacri- 
fice of Christ? Neither does it follow 
that these truths are wielding due influ- 
ence, because men are familiar with them 
as with a household word, and, in hearing 
them, hear nothing with which they have 
not been long time acquainted. The 
truth may have never passed into the 
heart, though it have entered the head ; 
and it is the business of the preacher to 
repeat it again and again, hoping, on each 
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announcement, that it may be seized on 
by that Spirit, which alone can make the 
word eflfectual to conversion, and applied 
to produce conviction where there has 
heretofore been indifference. But, alas, 
men look upon sermons in much the 
same way as on any other public lec- 
tures, trying them by the same rules, 
and applying to them the same criticism. 
Whereas, in any other lecture, there may 
be no need for the repetition of principles 
and propositions : once laid down, the 
lecturer may assume them in every after 
discussion ; and he would be verily guilty 
of insulting the understanding, or re- 
proaching the memory, of his audience, 
were he continually to recur to what had 
been established, in place of advancing to 
higher branches of truth. It is altogether 
different with the preacher. As he aims 
at the heart, rather than the head, he can 
never be sure that he has gained due 
lodgment for elementary truth: and he 
knows moreover, that, even if he have, 
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he cannot repeat it without affording his 
hearers opportunity of benefit. For what 
is so likely to nourish humility, as the 
frequent inculcation of the doctrine of 
human depravity ? what to give strength 
to faith, and ardency to love, as the fre- 
quent exhibition of the cross of the Re- 
deemer ? Yet we put it to yourselves, in 
all candour, to judge whether there is not 
a distaste to the hearing what has been 
often heard before ; whether it would not 
be charged upon the preacher, as betray- 
ing great want of industry, or great po- 
verty of imagination, were he, week after 
week, to present the same subject, or 
deliver the same warning. 

And yet he might be only copying the 
example of St. Paul, as shewn in his deal- 
ings with the church at Philippi. Were 
I to feel that those entrusted to my charge 
were specially in danger from the incur- 
sions of Popery, I might take continually, 
as my subject of public address, the errors 
of the Roman Church, and continually 



218 ENEMIES OF THE CROSS. 

Utter waxning against paxtaMng of her 
sins* Were I to know that there were 
many amongst you who had a leaning to 
Socinianism, I might, sermon after ser- 
mon, insist on the divinity of Christ, and 
set forth the disastrous condition of such 
a^ think to do without an Atonement for 
sin. Were I to have cause to fear that 
there were patrons amongst you of any 
one wickedness, and that there was like- 
lihood of that wickedness gaining cur- 
rency from example, I might denounce 
that one wickedness as statedly as I ap- 
peared in the pulpit, as though I had 
nothing to do but to expose its enormity, 
or had received holy orders for the one 
purpose of opposing its practice. And I 
know what would be said of this same- 
ness of address. I should be prepared for 
the severe and cutting remark; for the 
suspicion that I dwelt on one point, be- 
cause avoiding the trouble of investigating 
others ; or the taunt, that I had too con- 
tracted a mind for the wide sweep of 
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Scriptural truth. Yet, aU the while, might 
I be actuated by the same motives as St. 
Paul, and following the example of this 
blessed Apostle. And men. Christian 
men, would do well to pause before pro- 
nouncing harsh censure on the frequent 
repetition whether of precept or warning, 
and to consider whether there may not be 
something, in their circumstances or con- 
duct, which has suggested to the preacher 
a necessity for thus reiterating truth. 
For the preacher can at least appeal to 
high precedent for the course which he 
pursues. The preacher can urge, that the 
enforcing well-known truths on his hearers 
may be, every whit, as much his duty as 
the endeavouring to lead them on to per- 
fection. And he can give, as his proof, 
that St. Paul, when warning the Philip- 
pians, by his Epistle, against certain of 
their Church, who dishonoured the Gos- 
pel, was but repeating in writing what he 
had frequently deUvered by speech, see- 
ing that his own expression is, "Many 
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walk, of whom I have told you often^ and 
now tell you, even weeping, that they are 
the enemies of the cross of Christ." 

But it is not merely the frequency with 
which the Apostle had delivered the same 
warning, which deserves to be gathered 
from the words now before us. We ought 
to pause for a moment, and observe the 
emotion which the blessed Apostle be- 
trayed, on having to repeat the reiterated 
warning. I do not know whether he had 
been moved to tears on former occasions ; 
but now he could not restrain himself: 
he felt deep sorrow of soul; and it was 
with weeping that he again told his con- 
verts of the enemies of the cross. Perhaps 
it was the very circumstance of his having 
had to speak so often, which now afilicted 
the Apostle. That it should still be need- 
ful, after warnings so repeated, to put the 
Philippians on their guard, this may have 
been distressing to St. Paul, as proving 
that, notwithstanding all his labours, his 
converts were still but unstable in the 
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faith. Yet sorrow for other men's sins is 
one of the characteristics of godliness; 
and we may therefore suppose that what 
chiefly drew the tears of the Apostle, was 
the iniquity of those whom he described 
as enemies of the cross. David speaks of 
horror taking hold of him, and of rivers 
of water running down his eyes, because 
of the wicked who forsook God's law. 
The Apostle was not likely to be behind 
the Psalmist in sensitiveness. But there 
is something specially admirable in his 
tears, considering that, in all probability, 
the enemies of the cross were the enemies 
of St. Paul, ambitious and dissolute men, 
who sought to undermine his authority 
in the Church, and to rise into import- 
ance by bringing into contempt his doc- 
trine and person. But the Apostle was of 
too noble a mind, too fraught with the 
loftier feelings of a Christian, to have 
regard to any thing personal to himself, 
when the honour of God, and the welfare 
of souls, were closely concerned. Could 
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the same be said of us ? Should we be 
ready, if the cause of religion, and our 
own personal credit, were attacked by the 
same assailants, to forget all that had to 
do with ourselves, to regard the assailants 
merely as attacking religion, and to pray 
for them, and mourn for them, even as 
though, whilst set against God, they had 
done all in their power for promoting our 
happiness ? 

It is not so much anger as grief, which 
should be excited in us by the prevalence 
of iniquity : nature may make our eyes 
flash fije, but grace will make them shed 
tears, as God's law is broken, and His 
authority defied. There should be no 
feeling in the Christian's miijd towards 
the doer of iniquity, but one of intense 
pity and compassion: the iniquity itself 
should be regarded with utter abhorrence ; 
but he who commits it, with sorrow and 
affection, as a brother, though an alien ; 
one for whom Christ died, though he thus 
crucifies the Lord of life afresh. And 
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is it thus that we regard the sinner ? Is 
every other feeling swallowed up in soli- 
citude for his safety, and in concern for 
the despite that he is doing to God ? Let 
us take St. Paul for our pattern, and not 
be content till our emotions bear resem- 
blance to his. Here is the Church of the 
PhUippians, infested by men who sought 
to " turn the grace of God into licentious- 
ness", to destroy the authority of the 
Apostle, and ruin those converts over 
whom he was watchiag with a godly 
anxiety. Would you have been surprised 
had St. Paul, under such circumstances, 
spoken with bitterness and asperity, had 
he used terms of vehement reproach, and 
denounced the evil men as worthy of 
nothing but hatred and scorn? Indeed 
the Apostle was not slack in stating the 
enormity of their guilt, and the certainty 
of their punishment. He declared their 
glory to be in their shame, and their end 
to be destruction. But, nevertheless, with 
all his zeal and all his faithfulness, sor- 
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row was the predominant feeling: he 
forgot that these men were his enemies, 
and viewed them only as the enemies of 
God. And then there crowded on him 
the thoughts of the dishonour which they 
brought upon religion, and of the wretch- 
edness which they were laying up for 
themselves. These unmanned him : these 
raised in him emotions which he could 
hardly control ; and this dauntless Apo- 
stle, this champion of the truth, who 
shrank not from a world arrayed in de- 
fence of idolatry and falsehood, was moved 
for the momenj; even to tears; and— O 
worthy of imitation, as when he stood on 
Mars' hill, or wrought at his tentmaking, 
or professed himself ready, not only to be 
bound, but even to die, for the sake of 
his Lord ! — was forced to say to the Phi- 
lippians, that it was with " weeping" that 
he again told them of the enemies of the 
cross. 

But it is time that we inquire into the 
special characteristics of those whom St. 
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Paul designates as " enemies of the cross 
of Christ"; for though the term may be 
applied to sinners of every description, tve 
may justly suppose that there are certain 
classes to which it peculiarly belongs. 
Observe, then, the expression, "enemies 
of the cross of Christ" — ^not enemies of 
Christ himself, but enemies of his cross. 
We must infer from this, that the truths, 
opposed or disliked by the parties in 
question, were especially those associated 
with the death of the Redeemer, the les- 
sons which may be said to be inscribed 
on his cross, or to flow from the great fact 
of his having given himself for the sins of 
the world. And this limitation of the 
enmity will enable us to select certain 
parties as more accurately falling und^r 
the description of the text, parties who, 
if they had their representatives in the 
days of St. Paul, are assuredly not with- 
out them in our own. Who, first of all, 
can more deserve to be described as an 
enemy of Christ's cross, than the man 

Q 
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who, in any measure or degree, would set 
aside the work of Mediation, and look to 
his own righteousness to procure him sal- 
vation ? We need not tell you that the 
Socinian, he who, rejecting the divinity 
of Christ, strives to do without the cross, 
contending that our Lord died thereon 
merely to set an example of patience, and 
not to make a propitiation for sin — ^we 
need not tell you that the Socinian is an 
enemy of the cross : the enmity there is so 
open and undisguised that it cannot need 
the being exposed by lengthened demon- 
stration. But many, who are fer from 
going the length of the Socinian in here- 
tical doctrine, share his enmity to the 
cross of the Redeemer. I cannot explain 
the stupendous undertaking of our surety, 
I can find no sufficient reason for the 
humiliation and death of the Son of God, 
unless on the supposition that man had 
utterly destroyed himself by sin, and that 
no finite power could prevail to his deli- 
verance. If you once suppose that man's 
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ruin was not utter and complete, that he 
did not lie in thorough moral helplessness 
beneath the anger of God, but only needed 
some assistance in order to his resuming 
the position he had lost, you make it, of 
all mysteries, the most hopelessly obscure, 
that there should have been so vast an 
interference on behalf of humankind ; for 
you represent the interference as exceed- 
ing the necessity ; and what could be so 
inexplicable, as that God should send His 
Son, when something less would have 
sufficed ? 

But what, upon this shewing, is to be 
said of a man who attaches any worth to 
his works, or imagines that his own right- 
eousness is to be partly instrumental in 
effecting his justification? in effecting 
it, we mean, as a meritorious cause ] for 
of course, as an evidence, it cannot be 
dispensed with. We reply at once, that 
he is an enemy of the cross. Who is an 
enemy of the cross, if not he who im- 
peaches either the necessity or the suffi- 



228 ENEMIES OF THE CROSS, 

ciency of the mighty sacrifice which was 
thereon offered for sin, and thus detracts, 
as far as in him lies, from the worth of 
the Atonement, and the fuhiess of the 
Mediator's merits ? Who is an enemy of 
the cross, if not the man, who, in place of 
clinging to the cross, and resting on it all 
his hopes for eternity, would strengthen 
it with some human device, as though not 
ample enough alone to bear up the sinner ? 
I denounce as an enemy not merely the 
man who arrays himself in open hostility, 
but him also who, with the profession of 
friendship, insinuates doubts of suffici- 
ency, or throws suspicion upon worth. 
And though he may be a more manifest 
enemy to the cross of the Redeemer, who 
denies that there was offered thereon any 
sacrifice for sin, I know not why it should 
be necessarily worse to recognize no expi- 
ation than to suppose it defective. And, 
practically, that man supposes it defective, 
who, whatever he may profess to hold as 
to the death of the Redeemer, imagines 
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that his own righteousness is to have some 
efficiency in opening to him the Kingdom 
of Heaven, No, men and brethren, what 
is required of us by the Gospel, is, that 
we trust exclusively, without the least 
particle of reserve, without the least ad- 
mixture from any other dependence, to: 
the virtues of the atonement made by 
Christ in the flesh. There is both room 
and need for personal righteousness; in- 
asmuch as it is no less certain, that " with- 
out holiness no man shall see the Lord", 
than that "by one offering hath Christ 
for ever perfected them that are sancti- 
fied." But personal righteousness does 
nothing towards procuring the pardon of 
sin, and everlasting happiness,, whatever it 
may towards rendering us " meet for the 
inheritance of the saints*" And therefore, 
to attach any worth to personal righteous- 
ness, to regard it, that is, as in any way a 
procuring cause of God's favour, is mani- 
festly to throw a slur on the merits of 
Christ, as though of themselves inade- 
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quate to our wants, and requiring to be 
compounded with what ourselves can 
produce. And he who throws a slur on 
the merits of Christ is an enemy to his 
cross. I pray you, therefore, not to think 
that the enemies of the cross are to be 
found only amongst the heretical or the 
dissolute. They may exist among your- 
selves. They may be the moral, the cha- 
ritable, the excellent in aU the relations 
of life. And if there be one of you, who, 
in the matter of his salvation, does not 
take the Lord Jesus Christ as " all in all"; 
who, because he is exemplary in every 
relative duty, large in his relief of the 
poor, and foremost in all the enterprises 
of phnanthropy, unagmes that he is, in a 
measure, procuring for himself the rewards 
of eternity ; oh, let that man know, that, 
if St. Paul could now rise from the grave, 
St. Paul who exclaimed, " God forbid 
that I should glory, save in the cross of 
our Lord Jesus Christ", this blessed 
Apostle would look upon him with grief 
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and trepidation : yea, he would be one of 
those whom St. Paul would describe in 
such terms as these: "I tell you, even 
weeping, that they are enemies of the 
cross of Christ." 

But if others besides the heretical and 
dissolute come under the definition of 
enemies of the cross, the term, no doubt, 
is specially applicable to those whose doc- 
trine or practice is openly at variance with 
the Gospel of Christ. We have already 
referred to denial of the Divinity of our 
Lord, and shall not uow insbt further on 
that enmity to the cross which every such 
system of theology displays. But it is 
necessary that we look somewhat carefuUy 
at the case of practice inconsistent with a 
Christian profession ; for here the enmity, 
if not as open and declared, is every jot as 
real and decided. We have often had 
occasion to speak to you of the demonstra- 
tion which Christ's sacrifice gave of God's 
hatred of sin, and of the impossibility that 
He should ever leave it unpunished. 
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There was inscribed on the cross such a 
testimony against siii as would not have 
been delivered, had Adam's apostacy been 
followed by the utter destruction of our 
race ; nay, such as will never issue from 
those dismal abodes in which lost spirits 
shall endure eternal retributions. And 
because the cross is thus energetic in its 
witness to the hatefulness and destructive-? 
ness of sin, the Gospel is so constructed 
aa to inculcate holiness in proffering for-- 
giveness. The blood of atonement with 
which, so to speak, the offers of mercy are 
stained, warns us more emphatically than 
could the preaching of angels from Hea- 
ven, that the Gospel is not a scheme for 
covering, but for eradicating, sin; and 
that we cannot have part nor lot in its 
gracious promises, unless we crucify the 
flesh, with its affections and lusts. And 
now then, who is an enemy of the cross, 
if not the man who would " continue in 
sin that grace may abound"? The cross 
—that cross around which the Church is 
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just about to assemble her children — the 

cross was erected on this fallen creation, 

that beneath it might flourish "whatso-^ 

ever things are lovely and of good reporter 

It rose in the midst of a vast moral wil** 

demess, that it might draw the curse from 

the earth on which it stood, and become a 

centre of influence for holy thoughts and 

righteous lives. It was stamped with 

tokens of the holiness of God, and Hi^ 

abhorrence of evil, that none might fleQ 

to it who were not ready, "by patient 

continuance in well-doing", to labour at 

the " adorning in all things the doctrinei 

of the Saviour". And if then a man 

would, in any measure or degree, encou-» 

rage himself in sin by the mercies of 

redemption, arguing that God will never 

be extreme to punish those whom He ha^ 

ransomed at so enormous a cost, or that 

he may persevere in wickedness without 

fear of exhausting the grace of the Re-f 

deemer, what is he but an enemy to the 

cross ? The cross is th^ foe to iniquity^ 



i 
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and he would make it the friend and the 
patron. The cross teaches subjugation of 
ourselves, self-denial, and the mortifica- 
tion of every corrupt appetite; whereas 
he would make it teach the indulgence of 
passion, and proffer impunity to vice. 
This indeed is enmity, enmity in one of 
its worst shapes, when the cross, that was 
reared to destroy the empire of Satan, is 
meed for the giving it permanence and 
strength. 

Yet this man is not alone iahis enmity : 
there are other enemies of the cross, be- 
sides those whom it encourages to continue 
in sin. What say you generally to the 
isins, the inconsistencies, of professiiiLg 
Cairistians ? Take the covetous Christian, 
and view him by the light reflected from 
the cross. He who died on the cross was 
that Divine person, who, '' though he was 
rich, yet for our sakes became poor, that 
we through his poverty might be made 
rich". It was he who came to loosen 
man's attachment to earthly and perish- 
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able things, and to rouse him to the seek- 
ing treasure above. What then is covet- 
ousness in a Christian, but direct oppo- 
sition to the example set by Christ, and 
direct evidence that what Christ came to 
effect has in his case been, at best, but 
partiaUy accomplished 1 Covetousness in 
a Christian is a libel on the cross ; for to 
what does the cross pledge those who take 
it as their badge, if not to a preference of 
the eternal to the temporal, to content- 
ment with a moderate portion of earthly 
possessions, and to the giving the affec- 
tions to riches that fade not away 1 And 
because covetousness is thus distinctly 
opposed to what is required by the Gos- 
pel, and promised by every disciple of 
Christ, therefore must every covetous 
Christian be described as an enemy of 
the cross, — ^who is an enemy of the cross, 
if not he who recommends by his practice 
what that cross denounces and seeks to 
destroy ? It is the same with every vice, 
with every form and acting of ungodli- 
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ness. The cross was planted, as we have 
already said, for the very purpose of ex- 
tirpatmg iniquity, and gathering round 
itself " a peculiar people, zealous of good 
works". Tell me not then of a friend of 
the cross, who is not aiming, in all things, 
at spiritual perfection. Call not that man 
a friend of the cross, who would live know- 
ingly in the practice of any one thing re- 
pugnant to the cross. The cross, so to 
speak, is the banner of the Christian ; and 
on it is emblazoned his profession. Loy- 
alty to God, obedience to Christ, aversion 
from evil, mortification of lust, these are 
amongst the things to which he is pledged 
by his banner, and which he solemnly 
vowed when he ranked himself a soldier 
of the cross. Never then let him think 
that he cannot be an enemy, unless he 
have boldly and unblushingly deserted 
his ranks. There may be degrees of this 
enmity ; but, in one degree or another, it 
may be charged on a vast body of Chris-^ 
tians. The openly dissolute and profane 
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are but too manifestly enemies of the cross: 
they live as though the cross had given 
impunity to sin ; and what can be w^orse 
enmity than to turn the grace of God into 
licentiousness, to make the death of Christ 
patronize the iniquity which it aimed to 
abolish ? But if there be any who, with- 
out going this length in enmity, are se- 
cretly displeased at the strictness of the re- 
quirements of the Gospel; any who, though 
-they have professedly devoted themselves 
to Christ, are indulging passions which 
they know that his precepts condemn, or 
seeking objects from which his example 
would warn, — oh, it does not become man 
to pass judgment on his fellow-men ; but, 
remembering how thorough a dedication 
Christ's service requires, and how God de- 
mands the surrender of the heart, we can 
hardly dare to doubt, that, were St. Paul 
now to rise from the grave, and to take 
accoimt of the covetous, the sensual, the 
proud, the ambitious, who may be found 
even amongst men professing to give heed 
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to religion, he would have to say, Alas, there 
are many of whom I must tell you, even 
weeping, that they axe the enemies of the 
cross of Christ. 

But we ought, before we conclude, to 
dweU with a Uttle more minuteness on 
the expression " enemies of the cross"; 
for we doubt whether we have given so 
exact a description m that every one may 
recognize whether it belong to himself. 
In one sense we all ought to be enemies 
of the cross ; for, regarding the cross as 
one of the engines of torture to the inno* 
cent Redeemer, we can but regard it with 
horror and aversion. I cannot love the 
tree to which he was nailed, nor the 
thorns with which they crowned him, nor 
the spear with which he was pierced. 
Though these were but instruments in 
the hands of his persecutors, and could 
not themselves be charged with producing 
his woe, they had nevertheless such part 
in the terrible tragedy that I could not 
behold them without dislike and repug- 
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nance. But the Apostle, in speaking of 
the cross, identifies with it the great sa- 
crifice to which it served as an altar, and 
intends " by an enemy of the cross" one 
who dislikes, or opposes, the doctrine of 
an atonement for sin. And this doctrine 
may be disliked, or opposed, either in 
itself, or in the consequences to which it 
leads,aiid the obligations which it imposes. 
It is disliked and opposed in itself, when 
men would think to be saved, whether in 
whole or in part, by aught but simple, 
grateful reliance on the merits of Christ. 
It is disliked and opposed in its conse- 
quences and obligations, when men feel 
averse from the holiness demanded of all 
who would avail themselves of the propi- 
tiation for sin, and fall into practices con- 
demned by Christ when he suffered in 
the flesh. Judge ye then whether the 
definition be in any way applicable to 
yourselves; whether ye are enemies of 
the cross, either by cherishing self-ri^t- 
eous thoughts, pr by wilfully doing un- 
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righteous deeds. And no minister must 
dare to feel sure that there are no enemies 
of the cross amongst those whom God 
hath given into his spiritual charge. He 
must know too well how difficult it is to 
leave the work of our salvation in the 
hands of another, to repress pride and to 
inortify lust, to feel anything like confi- 
dence as to the absence from his people 
of an enmity, which may insinuate itself 
as a zeal for good works, or shew itself in 
little, but growing, conformities with the 
maxims and practices of the world. 

And if there be enemies of the cross 
amongst us, enemies who perhaps hardly 
suspect their enmity, cause indeed there 
is that it be told with tears ; with tears to 
men, who have need .to be affectionately 
warned; with tears to God, who may 
peradventure give them repentance, and 
destroy an enmity which must issue in 
death. Yes, in death ; for, though it be 
simple truth, it cannot be too often told, 
that there is but one way of entering into 
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life, and that the gate, wide enough for 
any sinner, is too narrow for any sin. 
The cross is to save us ; but it will save 
us only through the having its doctrines , 
wound into the heart, and exhibited in 
the life. St. Paul speaks of Christ as 
slaying the enmity by his cross — " hav- 
ing slain the enmity thereby" — the mean- 
ing seeming to be that Christ, by his 
death, destroyed all distinction between 
Jew and Gentile, and removed all those 
causes of alienation which had kept the 
creature at a distance from the Creator. 
But the cross, though it have slain every 
other enmity, has still to encounter enmity 
towards itself. And here is our great 
battle, a battle in which the Spirit of the 
Lord alone can give victory, the overcom- 
ing our dislike to what is humiliating and 
sanctifying, and the closing with a pro- 
cess which delivers from the punishment 
only by delivering from the power of sin. 
The carnal mind, as it is enmity to God, 
so is it enmity to a method of salvation 

R 
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which is worthy of God, as proposing to 
reproduce His image in the sinner. And 
therefore is it enmity to the cross ; so 
that otir prayer, our struggle, must be, 
that the carnal mind may be subdued; 
for then shall we discern the glories of 
the cross, and rejoice that it will not save, 
except by renewing, the soul. There is 
something fearfully reproachful to a man, 
in that he may be called an enemy of the 
cross. Heard we ever of a starving man 
being an enemy of food ? or of a drown- 
ing man being an enemy to the rope 
which may save him ? or of a sick man 
being an enemy to the medicine which 
may cure him? Alas, alas, that a stranger 
proposition than any of these should be 
true, that perishing sinners are enemies 
to the cross, the clinging to which is the 
escaping eternal destruction. God grant 
that none of us may ever count as foolish- 
ness the preaching of the cross. Fool- 
ishness? ah, what are we if we do not 
glory in the cross? That cross, as we 
have already said, hath been erected on 
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the broad desert of a sinfal world, and 
beneath its shadow the withered flowers 
of Paradise have revived. It hath pointed 
to Heaven, and, at the same time, purified 
the earth. The planting it in any land 
has been the introducing a new and noble 
era — superstitions have been scattered, 
mind has expanded, arts have flourished ; 
and, in learning how to be saved, man 
has become a himdredfold worthier the 
name. Let us see to it that none of us 
" neglect this great salvation". That so 
much has been done for us will only 
aggravate our doom, if we die in our 
sins. And so passing strange, so melan- 
choly, so deplorable, will it be, that men 
should perish, although they were re- 
deemed, that, if tears can ever fall in 
Heaven, angels, as they look on the lost, 
will tell one another, " even weeping", 
they were enemies of the cross of Christ. 



THE END. 
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